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PREFACE 
 
As a phase of life, childhood is associated with constant value-laden negotiations. Questions concerning children’s best 

interests and criteria for a good childhood, such as children’s health, moral education or media consumption are 

constantly debated. Equally challenged are the social institutions and structures framing contemporary childhoods, such 

as welfare services and education.  

 

At a time of growing economic and societal uncertainty it is increasingly important to discuss the value of childhood. 

Are children perceived merely in terms of investments, savings and expenses, or does childhood hold an intrinsic value 

in today’s societies? What is the role of childhood studies in the heated political debates concerning children and 

childhood, and within the academia? What kind of knowledge about children and childhood do researchers produce 

and what would be needed from childhood studies? 

 

By offering a multidisciplinary forum for researchers across disciplinary boundaries, the VI Conference on Childhood 

Studies, ‘Values of Childhood and Childhood Studies’ aims at opening up diverse approaches to the values of childhood 

and childhood studies.  

 

The Conference on Childhood Studies has established itself as a leading multidisciplinary forum for research on children 

and childhood in Finland. The Finnish Society for Childhood Studies has been organising the event since 2008, each time 

together with the local organisers. The Finnish Society for Childhood Studies is a scientific, non-profit organization that 

aims to promote multi- and interdisciplinary research on childhood and children, and enhance collaboration between 

researchers working in the area. To pursue its aims, the Society arranges conferences, seminars and other events for 

researchers, policy-makers, professionals and for wider audience. The VI Conference on Childhood Studies is organized 

jointly with the University of Oulu, Faculties of Education and Humanities. 

 

On behalf of the organisers we wish you warmly welcome to Oulu! 

 

Kaisa Vehkalahti  

Chair of the Organising Committee  

Eila Estola 

Chair of the Scientific Committee

ORGANISERS 
 
The Conference is organized jointly by the Finnish Society for Childhood Studies and the University of Oulu, Faculty of 
Education and Faculty of Humanities. The conference is supported by the Federation of Finnish Learned Societies, 
Lapland University of Applied Sciences, National Institute for Health and Welfare and the City of Oulu. 
 
Members of the Organising Committee 
Chair: Post-doctoral researcher Kaisa Vehkalahti,  
Finnish Youth Research Society / University of Oulu  
Secretary: Post-doctoral researcher Anu Alanko,  
University of Oulu  
Senior lecturer Susanna Helavirta,  
Lapland University of Applied Sciences 
Senior Researcher Reija Paananen,  
National Institute for Health and Welfare 
Senior Research Fellow Anna-Maija Puroila,  
University of Oulu 
Post-doctoral Research Fellow Pauliina Rautio,  
University of Oulu / University of Helsinki 
Senior lecturer Anneli Yliherva,  
University of Oulu 
 
 
 

Members of the Scientific Committee 
Chair: Professor Eila Estola, University of Oulu  
Secretary: Post-doctoral researcher Kaisa Vehkalahti,  
Finnish Youth Research Society / University of Oulu  
Post-doctoral researcher Anu Alanko, 
University of Oulu 
Professor Maarit Alasuutari,  
University of Jyväskylä 
Post-doctoral researcher Elina Pekkarinen,  
Finnish Youth Research Society 
Professor Anja Taanila, University of Oulu 
Post-doctoral researcher Mari Vuorisalo,  
University of Jyväskylä  
 
Conference Secretary  
Mirja Syrjälä, University of Oulu 
e-mail: child2014@oulu.fi 
tel. +358 46 6247213
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PRACTICALITIES 

 
Conference venue 
 
The conference is organised at the University of Oulu, Linnanmaa Campus area, located approximately 6 km north from 
the downtown of Oulu. The plenary sessions take place at the Main Building (street address: Pentti Kaiteran katu 1), at 
the Main Lecture Hall Saalastinsali. The Registration desk is situated at the Hall of the Main Building. The registration 
desk opens on Wednesday, May 7 at 11 am, and it will be open through the conference. On Thursday and Friday the 
desk will be open on coffee- and lunch breaks.  
 
Poster presentations 
 
Poster will be on display at the Saalastinsali Lecture Hall throughout the conference. The authors will be available for 
discussion and questions by their posters during the first coffee break of Thursday, May 8, 10:30–11:00 am.  
 
Book exhibitions  
 
The conference will host book exhibitions by publishers Vastapaino and Finnish Youth Research Society. Exhibitions can 
be found at the hallway leading from the Main Building to rooms where the parallel sessions take place.  
 
Coffee breaks and lunches 
 
During the coffee breaks tea, coffee and pastries will be served for the conference participants at the Hall of the Main 
Building, outside the Lecture Hall Saalastinsali. There is a number of restaurants around the university area and they 
are pointed at the Linnanmaa Campus Map, included in the conference folder as a leaflet. 
 
Social programme 
 
Welcome Reception will be offered by the City of Oulu on Wednesday, May 7, at 19:30 at the Assembly Hall 
(Kaupungintalon juhlasali) in the downtown (Address: Kirkkokatu 2a). Welcome reception is open for those who have 
registered to the event. Bus transportation to the City Reception is included in the conference fee. Busses leave from 
the Oulu University Main Building, outside the Saalastinsali Lecture Hall at 18:40. 
 
Conference Dinner will be arranged at the historic Maikkula Estate by the Oulu river (Address: Maikkulanrinne 21, Liiteri-
building) at 19.00. Round-trip transportation by buss is included in the dinner fee (50€). Busses leave from the Oulu 
University Main Building, outside the Saalastinsali Lecture Hall, at 18:20. Busses return to the city center and hotels 
(estimated time of return 22:30). 
 
Annual General Meeting of the Finnish Society for Childhood Studies 
 
We invite all participants to attend the Annual General Meeting of the Finnish Society for Childhood Studies. The 
Meeting will be arranged on Thursday, May 8, at 15.45–16.30 at the Saalastinsali Lecture Hall. The notice of meeting as 
well as the agenda is included in the conference folders. 
 
Public transportation 
 
Local traffic in the city of Oulu is operated by busses. One-way ticket from downtown to the University campus 
Linnanmaa costs 3,30€. Tickets can be purchased from the bus drivers either by cash or by the most usual bank or credit 
cards. Buses no 4, 5, 6, 7, 16, 19, 22 and 23 operate between downtown and the University campus Linnanmaa. Most 
of the busses leave from the bus stop “Toripakka P” (street address: Torikatu 3) The bus trip takes approximately 15–
20 minutes. Closest bus stop to the University Main Building is the bus stop “Yliopisto P” at the street Erkki Koiso-
Kanttilan katu. The route from the bus stop to the Conference venue (University Main Building) is signposted.  
 
Bus no 19 operates between the Oulu Airport and the University campus Linnanmaa, with a stop in the downtown (Bus 
stop “Toripakka E” (street address: Torikatu 12). One-way ticket from the Airport to the downtown costs 4,70€ and from 
the Airport to the University Campus Linnanmaa costs 6,10€. 
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PROGRAMME AT A GLANCE 

Wednesday, May 7 

Time Event Location 

11.00 Registration Opens University of Oulu,  
Main building, Hall  
(Address: Pentti Kaiteran katu 1)  

14.00–14.30 Opening Ceremony 
Vice President Olli Silvén, University of Oulu 
Professor Eila Estola, University of Oulu 

Saalastinsali 

14.30–16.15 Plenary Session I: Values in Childhood Studies 
Professor Alan Prout, University of Leeds 
Professor Eva Johansson, University of Stavanger 

Saalastinsali 

16.15–16.14 Coffee offered by Lapland University of Applied Sciences Hall 

16.45–18.15 Parallel Sessions 1 Rooms: See the programme for 
parallel sessions  

18:40 Departure: Busses to City Reception University main building, main 
entrance 

19.30–21.00 Welcome Reception Oulu City Hall, Assembly Hall  
(Address: Kirkkokatu 2a) 

 

Thursday, May 8 

Time Event Location 

9.00–10.30 Parallel Sessions 2 University of Oulu  
Rooms: See the programme for 
parallel sessions 

10.30–11.00 Poster Presentations and Coffee Saalastinsali and Hall 

11.00–12.30 Parallel Sessions 3  

12.30–13.30 Lunch  

13.30–15.15 Plenary Session II: Values of Childhood 
Professor Astri Andresen, University of Bergen 
Developmend Manager Mikko Oranen, Finnish National 
Institute for Health and Welfare 
Chair: Dr Kaisa Vehkalahti, University of Oulu 

Saalastinsali 

15.15–15.45 Coffee offered by National Institute for Health and Welfare Hall 

15.45–16.30 Annual General Meeting of the Finnish Society for 
Childhood Studies 

Saalastinsali 

16.30–18.00 Parallel Sessions 4  

18:20 Departure: Busses to Conference Dinner University main building: main 
entrance 

19.00 Conference Dinner The Maikkula Estate,  
Liiteri-building  
(Address: Maikkulanrinne 21) 

 

Friday, May 9 

Time Event Location 

9.00–10.30 Parallel Sessions 5 University of Oulu 
Rooms: See the programme for 
parallel sessions 

10.30–11.00 Coffee Break Hall 

11.00–12.30 Parallel Sessions 6  

12.30–13.30 Lunch  

13.30–15.15 Plenary Session III: Ethical Challenges and Encounters with 
Children 
Key note by Professor Pia Christensen, University of Leeds 
Panel Discussion with  
Professor Johanna Einarsdottir, University of Iceland  
Professor Tarja Pösö, University of Tampere 
Professor Terhi-Anna Wilska, University of Jyväskylä  

Saalastinsali 



6 
 

Associate Professor Tatek Abebe, Norwegian Centre for Child 
Research 
Chairs: Dr Elina Pekkarinen and Dr Tomi Kiilakoski, Finnish 
Youth Research Society 

15.15–16.00 Pro Childhood Award 2014 
Closing Ceremony 

Saalastinsali 

 

PARALLEL SESSIONS AT A GLANCE 
 

Wednesday, 7 May 2014 

Parallel Sessions 1 (16.45–18.15) 
 

Children's geographies, spatial perspectives and everyday life    

Chair: Pauliina Rautio     Room TS 101 

Anne Harju Children’s use of knowledge of place in understanding social relations 

Blair Stevenson & Heeok Heo 
 

Children's independence and the conduct of everyday life: comparisons of 
parental perceptions between Finland and South Korea 

Hannele Forsberg & Aino Ritala-
Koskinen 

Children and multi-local housing – methodological challenges 

 

Early childhood education 1 (presentations in Finnish)    

Chair: Maarit Alasuutari     Room TS 133 

Roos Piia Haastattelu lapsen kerronnan tilana  

Leena Koivusilta & Minna Zechner Alle kouluikäisten lasten ruokakulttuuri 

Anna Siippainen Lasten ja aikuisten välisiä suhdetyyppejä vuorohoidossa 

Paula Eerola-Pennanen Yksilöllisyys ja yhteisöllisyys päiväkodissa 

 

Ethical questions and values in childhood research 1    

Chair: Tarja Tolonen    Room FY 1120 

Nehir Metin The difficulty of 'being silent': ethical challenges in a field study 

Johanna Mykkänen &  
Marja Leena Böök 

Children’s images of their daily life - some ethical reflections 

Anne Kielland & Tatek Abebe  Child related ethics in survey research: A double objectification of children 

Marleena Mustola 
 

The case of "Reasons My Son Is Crying". Ethical issues in researching 
visualized childhoods on the Internet. 

 

Gendered values of childhood 1     

Chair: Sinikka Aapola-Kari    Room M 101 

Jessica Clark  Boyhood Masculinities and Sexual Talk 

Joonas Kekkonen Is this rape or just hot? - Young boys seeking advice on sexual boundaries 

Päivi Pihlaja Gender and social-emotional difficulties among toddlers 

 

Historicizing the values of childhood 1     

Chair: Kaisa Vehkalahti, Discussant: Astri Andresen    Room TS 127 

Päivi Granö 
 

Story of an island. Swedish Seskarö in the drawings and texts of the 1950s 
school children 

Anniina Koivurova Children’s Drawings and Quaker Pedagogics in Post War Lapland 

Jutta Ahlbeck & Kirsi Tuohela Historicizing the Mind of the Child: The Case of Finland 

Anne Koskela Child in a form 
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Methodological challenges in childhood research 1    

Chair: Elina Pekkarinen    Room TS 128 

Debbie Watson Childhood diversity and methodological challenges in wellbeing research 

James Reid 
 

Valuing participants as subjects and not objects in research: reflections on 
analysis of researcher self during an institutional ethnography in a primary 
school in the north of England 

Kate Lucy Smith Negotiating complex and dynamic research relationships with young children 
in a school classroom 

 

Values in education      

Chair: Marjatta Takala    Room TS 126 

Lamees Al Mubarak 
 

Scales and geographies of ethics: children’s global learning and global 
citizenship in east London 

Moramay Micalco The Values in the Number Names Learning in Tseltal Mayan Children 

Marjatta Takala Is inclusive early special education working? 

 

Sign language as the key to multilingualism   

Chair: Ritva Takkinen     Room TS 107 

Panel discussion: 
Ritva Takkinen, Päivi Rainò and Laura Kanto 

 

 

 

Thursday, 8 May 2014 

Parallel Sessions 2 (9.00–10.30) 
 

Archaeological views on childhood     

Chair: Sanna Lipkin     Room TS 127 

Sanna Lipkin The archaeology of childhood – Theory and practice 

Jari-Matti Kuusela & Rosa Vilkama Social role of the children during the Late Iron Age – child burials in the 

Suutarinniemi cemetery (Ii, North Finland) 

Sirpa Niinimäki, Rosa Vilkama, 

Tiina Väre, Jaakko Niinimäki, Juho-

Antti Junno, Titta Kallio-Seppä, 

Matti Heino, Sanna Lipkin, Milton 

Nunez, Annemari Tranberg, Saara 

Tuovinen, Timo Ylimaunu & 

Markku Niskanen 

Life and health of children at Northern Osthrobotnia during the 19th century 

- a computed tomography study 

 

Children's participation 1      

Chair: Johanna Kiili    Room TS 133 

Mervi Kaukko Participation in exceptional circumstances: The CRC of unaccompanied 

children 

Nadine Schaefer 

 

Being a member of the Youth Parliament – Being politically engaged? 

Exploring young people's understandings and experiences of being formally 

engaged 

Anne Frimodig Providing customer value in decision-making on procuring foster care in child 

welfare  

Hannu Soini & Hannariina 
Tamminen 

Early Educators’ and Children's interaction behavior in eating situations of 
the day nursery 
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Gendered values of childhood 2     

Chair: Tuija Huuki     Room IT 106 

Adriano Souza Senkevics &  

Clare Bartholomaeus 

Addressing the Absence of Gender in the Sociology of Childhood 

Maarit Alasuutari Gendered aspects in children's photography of early childhood education 

Jessica Clark Passive, Heterosexual and Female: Constructing Appropriate Childhoods in 

the Sexualisation of Childhood Debate 

Christopher Owen Resistance is Fertile: Female Sexuality as Resistance in Two Young Adult 

Dystopian Trilogies 

 

Languages of childhood      

Chair: Anneli Yliherva     Room IT 133 

Kristiina Eskelinen Photographing childhood? 

Kristin Danielsen Wolf Playful interactions between small children in   

Norwegian Kindergartens 

Pauline von Bonsdorff Can we hear what the child says if we just listen carefully? 

 

Methodological challenges in childhood research 2    

Chair: Eira Jansson-Verkasalo     Room TS 128 

Pirjo Korpilahti, Anne Kaljonen & 

Eira Jansson-Verkasalo 

Early language skills with special reference to biological and environmental 

risk factors: the Let's Talk STEPS study 

Sini Haapala, Elina Niemitalo-

Haapola, Teija Kujala & Eira 

Jansson-Verkasalo 

Recurrent acute otitis media in early childhood – Consequences to auditory 

processing and language development 

Elina Niemitalo-Haapola, Sini 

Haapala, Teija Kujala & Eira 

Jansson-Verkasalo 

Noise dampens speech-sound discrimination in toddlers 

Eira Jansson-Verkasalo Factors associated with developmental stuttering 

 

Multiple perspectives to childhood studies     

Chair: Pam Whitty    Room IT 134 

Signe Juhl Møller An experimental inquiry into the development of creative imagination 

Anne Greve & Knut Olav Kristensen Teachers’ participation in children’s dramatic play in a Norwegian 

kindergarten 

Jane A Brown & Hamish Ross Responsible citizens or confident bundles of enthusiasm? Scottish 

teachers’ views about participation across school  transitions 

Doreen Cerny Childhood knowledge as an „active player“ – a discourse about habitus in 

educational contexts 

  

Values education in Nordic preschools 1     

Chair: Eva Johansson     Room TS 101 

Elisabeth Ianke Mørkeseth &  

Berit Tofteland 

Participatory Action Research in Values Education 

Ingibjörg Ó. Sigurðardóttir & 

Johanna Einarsdottir 

Values Education in an Icelandic Preschool 

Anna-Maija Puroila, Eila Estola & 

Annu Haho 

Between individual and collective narratives: the dialogical process of 

talking about values 

Elina Viljamaa, Susanna Kinnunen & 

Anna-Maija Puroila 

Beyond children's voices 
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Vulnerable childhoods 1      

Chair: Rachel Brophy    Room IT 105 

Johanna Higgs Transitions from childhood: Child combatants of the Fuerzas Armadas 

Revolucionarias de Colombia (FARC) 

Outi Kauko Loneliness as part of migration? Approaching unaccompanied asylum-

seeking children’s experiences 

Sirkka Komulainen The ‘social’, ‘sociological’ and practical in research with young children with 

multiple and profound disabilities 

Vanessa Lockyer-Stevens Detached and Distant: Dealing with the dead in PICU 

 

 

Parallel Sessions 3 (11.00–12.30) 
 

Childhood and moral values      

Chair: Aino Ritala-Koskinen     Room TS 101 

Eran Hakim No way out: being socially rejected in school  

Satu Valkonen Social Emotional Assets Empowering Resilience in Digital Childhood 

Cecilie Boge Bullying as an expression of Norwegian children’s alleged moral decline 

during the late 1970s and early 1980s 

 

Children's participation 2      

Chair: Tomi Kiilakoski    Room TS 133 

Outi Kanste, Nina Halme &  

Marja-Leena Perälä 

Viidesluokkalaisten lasten osallisuus ja vaikutusmahdollisuudet koulussa 

Kati Honkanen &  

Jaana Poikolainen 

Lasten määrittelyä hyvinvoinnista – kontekstina sosiaalisesti ja fyysisesti 

erityyppiset asuinalueet 

Piia Manninen, Marja-Leena 

Laakso & Leena Turja 

Lasten osallisuus tarinataikurituokioilla vuorovaikutuksessa aikuisen kanssa 

Elina Stenvall Lasten arkipoliittisen toimijuuden arvo 

 

Comparing nature-based practices: Exploring the roles of listening, looking and tasting  

Chair: Clare Nugent    Room IT 105 

Clare Nugent Comparing nature-based practice: insights from three Nature Kindergartens 

Sarah MacQuarrie Making the most of learning: the value of consulting and listening to 

children within an outdoor learning project. 

Mari Parikka-Nihti What benefits are there for working with nature in preschool? 

 

Early childhood education 2      

Chair: Niina Rutanen     Room IT 106 

Mari Vuorisalo Inequality in preschool: A Bourdieusian Analysis 

Sofia Grunditz Very young children’s interaction at naptime – On institutional and personal 

aspects of childhood in preschool 

Katarina Gustafson &  

Danielle van der Burgt 

Mobility, learning and interaction in the mobile preschool 

Sabine Bollig &  

Sylvia Nienhaus 

The plural Geographies of ECEC – A practice- spatial approach to the 

everyday accomplishment of 'day-care-childhood(s)' 

 

Embracing contested and conflicting pedagogic encounters   

Chair: Tricia Lirette     Room IT 133 

Panel discussion: 

Jane Hewes, Tricia Lirette, Lee Makvokichuk, Sherry Rose & Pam Whitty  
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Health and equality in childhood 1     

Chair: Hanna Lagström    Room IT 134 

Susanna Takalo Lapsuus ja liikunta nuorten elämänkulussa 

Henna Mikkola &  

Riitta-Liisa Korkeamäki 

New physical activity technology in activity research among first graders 

Reija Paananen, Pauliina Luopa, 

Hanne Kivimäki, Jukka Jokela, Petri 

Kinnunen, Petri Vuorijärvi, Arto 

Selkälä & Jukka Mäkelä 

Hyvä keskusteluyhteys vanhempien kanssa suojaa nuorta vaikeuksilta 

Tuula Aira, Riikka Hämylä &  

Raija Harju-Kivinen 

Mitä lasten hyvinvoinnin kansalliset indikaattorit kertovat suomalaisten 

lasten hyvinvoinnista? 

 

Historicizing the values of childhood 2      

Chair: Kirsi Tuohela    Room TS 127 

Pasi Saarimäki The problem of maintenance for an illegitimate child in the early 1900s 

Marianne Junila Lapset – korvaamaton kansallinen resurssi? 

Silja Pitkänen Children of the Nation, Mothers of the Nation. 

Representations of Children and Mothers in Propaganda Photographs in 

Stalin’s Soviet Union and Hitler’s Third Reich. 

 

Methodological challenges in childhood research 3    

Chair: Elina Pekkarinen    Room TS 128 

Niklas A. Chimirri Participation beyond observation: Implications for doing child research 

Susanna Helavirta & Riitta Laakso Ethical and methodological reflections of a study of children in care 

Kristiina Kurki Studying children’s socio-emotional regulation with observational methods: 

challenges and advantages 

Haridhan Goswami, Chris Fox & 

Gary Pollock  

Should there be a longitudinal study on children and young people’s well-

being common to all EU member states? Policy relevance and 

methodological challenges 

 

 

 

Parallel Sessions 4 (16.30–18.00) 
 

Children's participation 3 

Chair: Anu Alanko    Room TS 133 

Eeva Kaisa Hyry-Beihammer, 

Doreen Cerny & Annemarie 

Augschöll 

Children's narratives of School as Interpretations of Their World Relations 

Tomi Kiilakoski ”You don’t have any power here if you are not a member of the board of a 

student council”. The young and participation in school 

Johanna Kiili Children’s public participation and middle-class parents 
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Development of child-orientated research methods and children's participation to eating context 

Chair: Hanna Lagström    Room TS 128 

Hanna Lagström, Jenni Vaarno & 

Mari Sandell 

Family eating context in relation to eating behaviour of preschoolers- The 

STEPS Study  

Petra Luostarinen, Arja Lyytikäinen, 

Outi Nuutinen 

SAPERE – Food education in kindergarten. Association with pedagogic use of 

vegetables, berries and fruits, and their eating in preschool aged children  

Pauliina Ojansivu, Kirsi Laitinen, 

Ulla Hoppu, Mari Sandell 

The role of food education activities in moderating food neophobia with 

Finnish pre-school children  

Sanna Talvia, Maarit Laurinen & 

Hanna Lagström 

Children’s own experiences and perspectives of school lunches in Finland  

 

Ethical questions and values in childhood research 2  

Chair: Tarja Pösö     Room IT 134 

Elina Paju 

 

Ethical challenges in the research -relation between adult-researcher and 

child-participants in childhood research 

Tytti Poikolainen Moral realism on the child protection research 

Heather Keating Childhood and English Law 

 

Historical and literary perspectives to childhood (presentations in Finnish) 

Chair: Kaisa Vehkalahti    Room TS 127 

Päivi Lappalainen Lapsihahmot ja lapsiin liitetyt arvot Zacharias Topeliuksen 

lastenkirjatuotannossa 

Ilona Savolainen Kirjallisuus lasten moraalisen kasvatuksen välineenä 1940–1950-luvulla 

Kati Launis Lapsuuden arvot ja merkitykset Suomen nykykirjallisuudessa 

 

New perspectives on the family  

Chair: Hannele Forsberg    Room IT 133 

Mari Juntunen A Triadic Challenge of Divorce Child’s Family Communities 

Ewa Maciejewska-Mroczek Children and new reproductive technologies ‒ a case of Poland 

Vanessa Lockyer-Stevens Dead keen to go home 

 

Values education in Nordic preschools 2 

Chair: Eva Johansson    Room TS 101 

Berit Zachrisen Values in teacher-child communication during play sessions 

Hrönn Pálmadóttir Children’s perspectives on their lived experiences through video 

observations: Methodological challenges 

Annu Haho Belonging ethics: the philosophic al moorings of belonging in early education 

Jaana Juutinen Relations in day care center: Children’s narratives about belonging 

 

Vulnerable childhoods 2 (Presentations in Finnish) 

Chair: Reija Paananen    Room IT 105 

Eija Keränen Väkivaltainen isä 5-10-vuotiaiden lasten kokemana 

Minna Lähteenmäki &  

Liisa Karlsson 

”Hän itkee missä koti on” – Turvapaikanhakijalasten saduissa ilmenevä 

hyvinvointi 

Marita Neitola & Päivi Pihlaja Mothers' social networks and their connections to the children’s socio-

emotional competence 

Kaisu Hermanfors Inklusiivinen pedagogiikka lasten yhteisen kasvun mahdollisuutena 

varhaiskasvatuksessa 
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Friday, 9 May 2013 

Parallel Sessions 5 (9.00–10.30) 
 

Beyond viewing children as 'beings' or 'becomings' – appreciating plurality, difference, and unpredictability in 

education and research 

Chair: Ulrika Bergmark, Discussant: Eva Alerby   Room M 101 

Michael D. Burroughs Recognizing the Child through Philosophical Collaboration 

Susanne Westman Temporal ambiguities beyond linearity in teacher work and children’s 

learning 

Eve Mayes “We knew what we were going to do – a kid would just play around”: Co-

theorising puppet elicitation with high school student co-researchers 

Ulrika Bergmark &  

Catrine Kostenius 

Creating opportunities for diversity and unpredictability: inviting children to 

be co-researchers  

 

Children tell of their well-being – who listens? 1 

Chair: Liisa Karlsson    Room TS 128 

Liisa Karlsson & Anu Carlsson Well-being of children: good and bad days of children in Finland and Estonia 

Elina Viljamaa Why do children go straight into puddles but adults avoid them? 

Riikka Hohti Children and time in the classroom 

 

Children's participation 4 

Chair: Taina Kyrönlampi    Room TS 133 

Pekka Mertala, Liisa Tähtinen, 

Hannele Karikoski & Vesa-Matti 

Sarenius 

Value of toy 

Taina Kyrönlampi Meaning of play at home, day care, and school in constructing children’s 

daily life 

Kristine Järnefelt ”To be a child just like the others in peer group” - the substantive theory of 

activity and participation of a child with special educational needs 

Anna-Maria Tenojoki Regional Differences in Children's Time Use in Finland 

 

Contested and conflicting values of childhood / Vulnerable childhoods 3 

Chair: Elina Paju     Room TS 101 

Tehetna Alemu Geleta Effects of living environments on the psychosocial wellbeing of orphans in 

Rwanda 

Tatiana Novikova A "glossy" infant 

Anna Nikupeteri &  

Merja Laitinen 

Children exposed to post-separation stalking – Security and safety in 

children’s everyday life 

Susan McDonnell Contested Innocence: Children, childhood and complex identities 

 

Health and equality in childhood 2 

Chair: Leena Koivusilta    Room TS 107 

Jutta Balldin 

 

Children and food – another story 

Pieter Dhondt Arvo Ylppö as (not) being a child of his time. A progressive approach in 

Finnish infant welfare work after 1945? 

Vanessa Lockyer-Stevens Nurse interaction with families following sudden death of their child in 

intensive care: An interpretive approach 
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Literary perspectives to childhood 

Chair: Kati Launis     Room TS 126 

Myry Voipio Education and Forthright Girls. Representations of Girls in Finnish Girls’ 

Literature from 1920 till 1940 

Christopher Owen The Systemic Oppression of Women in Narnian Society 

Elena Beloglazova Ideology of modern children's literature 

 

Values of children and childhood in Africa 

Chair: Tatek Abebe    Room KO 102 

Douglas Tendai Phiri Rural Children’s Role in Buffering Household Poverty in Zambia 

Yisak Tafere Intergenerational Relationships and the Life Course: Changing Relations 

between Children and Caregivers in Ethiopia 

Sophia Chanyalew Kassa Traditional Child Fostering Practices in Rural Ethiopia: the Perspectives of 

Children and Families 

Tatek Abebe Family Collectives and the Values of Children’s Rights in Ethiopia 

 

 

Parallel Sessions 6 (11.00–12.30) 
 

The child in philosophical and educational texts from the Middle Ages up to the present time 

Chair: Vesa Hirvonen    Room  TS 126 

Vesa Hirvonen Jean Gerson’s debated conception of children 

Eriikka Jankko The child as an example for adults in Martin Luther’s Catechisms 

Sauli Salmela The Jesuit ontological theories of the mind as the basis of the Jesuit 

educational system 

 

Childhoods in plural societies 

Chair: Maarit Alasuutari    Room M 101 

Xiaobei Chen Children’s Literature and Its Effects on Racism in Canada 

Katja Repo & Jouko Nätti Media and children’s use of time   

 

Children tell of their well-being – who listens? 2 

Chair: Eila Estola     Room TS 128 

Hanna Hakomäki & Johanna Olli Children’s rights to be listened to and consulted with in health care and 

research 

Susanna Kinnunen Children's spontaneous narrating as a space of encounter 

Tuure Tammi Children’s involvement in a school strike: depoliticized meanings and 

interpretive performances. 

 

Contested and conflicting values of childhood 2 

Chair: Maija Lanas    Room TS 101 

Rachel Brophy Beautiful monsters, strange children and the problem of making distinctions 

Michele Poretti The politics of childhood: Actors' disputes about public policies concerning 

children and young people in French-speaking Switzerland 

Mizuho Ozaki 

 

Ghost of childhood past? A discordant perception of time between children 

and adults 
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Children’s competences in the management of illness in Europe: the complexity of a concept and the diversity of its 

uses 

Chair: Nicoletta Diasio    Room KO 102 

Donatella Cozzi & Nicoletta Diasio Competence, subjectivity, and empowerment. Epistemological issues about 

children bodies, health and chronic illness (diabetes) 

Nina Dunne Factors associated with confidence in decision making in children aged 8 and 

12 years 

Anna Rosa Favretto, Stefania Fucci 

& Francesca Zaltron 

Children’s competences and health practices 

 

Grasping for agency: Children and visual methods 

Chair: Niina Rutanen    Room TS 133 

Anna Pauliina Rainio The contradictory dimensions of agency in empirical educational research  

Niina Rutanen Social construction of space among toddlers in day care group 

Jaakko Hilppö, Lasse Lipponen, 

Kristiina Kumpulainen & Antti 

Rajala 

Visual Artifacts as Mediational Means for Telling and Listening 

Farzaneh Moinian Digital tablets in preschool 

Vulnerable childhoods 4 

Chair: Anna Nikupeteri    Room TS 107 

Zachari Duncalf Valuing childhood studies in social work: the sociological exploration of a 

childhood in care 

Vera Gulina & Valentina Novikova Juvenile deliquency: pedagogical and law aspect of study 

Kirsi Kaikko Value creation in production and supervision of child custody services 
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KEYNOTE SPEECH ABSTRACTS 
 
Professor Alan Prout (Sociology and Childhood Studies, University of Leeds) 
Moving On from Social Constructionism: confronting hybrid childhoods 
 
Despite a period of energetic development and high productivity, the ‘new sociology of childhood’ has met the limits of 
the possibilities opened up by social constructionism. This paper explores this problem, suggesting what its causes may 
be and pointing to some possible remedies. It is argued that the construction of a sociology of childhood entailed a 
double task. First, space had to be created for childhood within sociological discourse. Second, the increasing complexity 
and ambiguity of childhood as a contemporary, destabilised phenomenon had to be confronted. It is argued that, whilst 
a space for childhood has been created, this was accomplished largely in terms of modernist sociology, a discourse that 
was increasingly unable to deal adequately with the destabilised world of late modernity. An important aspect of this 
problem is apparent in the reproduction within the sociology of childhood of the dichotomised oppositions that 
characterise modernist sociology. It is suggested that moving the sociology of childhood beyond the grip of such 
modernist thinking entails four moves: a deconstructive move that considers the ground from which dichotomies are 
erected and which transforms gradients into oppositions; a materialist move that considers childhood as both discursive 
and material (language and bodies and technologies and artefacts);  a move to greater relationality in thinking 
childhood; and, consequently, an interdisciplinary move that explores forms of  childhood as emergent through a social-
linguistic-biological-technological network. 
 
Professor Alan Prout is a Professor of Sociology of childhood. A pioneer in and also a critical examiner of the so-called 
New Social Studies of Childhood, Professor Prout is Editorial Associate Board Member for Children and Society, Editorial 
Board member for Global Studies of Childhood, and Series Editor of The Future of Childhood, a book series published by 
FalmerRoutledge. He is author of The Future of Childhood: Towards the Interdisciplinary Study of Children 
(RoutledgeFalmer, 2005), and co-author of Constructing and Reconstructing Childhood (Falmer Press, 2nd Edition, 1997) 
and Theorizing Childhood (Polity Press, 1998). Edited books include: Children, Young People and Social Inclusion (Policy 
Press 2006); Hearing the Voices of Children: Social Policy for a New Century (Falmer Press, 2003); and The Body, 
Childhood and Society (Macmillan, 2000). Professor Prout’s current research interests include children’s participation, 
change and continuity in post-war childhood, and children and technology.  
 
 
Professor Eva Johansson (Early Childhood Education, University of Stavanger) 
Toddlers’ life-worlds and the communication of values in preschool 
 
In this presentation, I will address the life-worlds of young children and the communication of values in preschool. The 
proposition here is that values are present even in the lives of the youngest children as they communicate their 
preferences for good and bad, right and wrong in interactions with others. How then can we as researchers interpret 
interactions between young children in terms of values? And how can we claim that such interpretations are based on 
the children’s point of view? What kind of processes and considerations lead to such conclusions and in what ways can 
they be said to be legitimate expressions of children’s perspectives of morality? I will address these issues by discussing 
the link between Merleau-Pontyan phenomenology (1962) and sensory pedagogy as presented by Pink (2009). This kind 
of sensory pedagogy challenges teachers and researchers to understand and encounter children through their 
embodied mind and senses. The idea of the embodied and intertwined existence of the child, the pedagogue, the 
researcher and the world is here crucial. According to the theory of ethics proposed by Knud Løgstrup (1994) we are 
given to each other, implying that power is always present in human relations. We are always locked in this relation of 
dependence and responsibility for the other. Such circumstances also touch upon closeness versus distance in 
encounters with the children observed, and on the ambiguity of horizons among the persons involved in the encounters. 
 
Professor Eva Johansson is an experienced researcher in early years education with an extensive research and 
publication profile. She has been involved in several early education national and international research projects 
focusing on values and values education in early childhood contexts. Johansson serves as a scientific leader of the 
recently initiated Nordic research project on values and gender in early childhood education, Values education in Nordic 
preschools: Basis of education for tomorrow. Professor Johansson is also engaged in an Australian Research Council 
funded project investigating how school and policy contexts in the early years support children’s moral and social values 
learning and active citizenship. She has written several books and articles addressing preschool teacher education and 
the field of practice. 
 
 
 
 
 
Professor Astri Andresen (Archaeology, History, Cultural Studies and Religion, University of Bergen): 
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The value of children and ethnic identity: the North in the 20th Century 
 
What has been the value of children in the 20th century? The answer depends on our definition of values, whose values 
we are talking about and, not least what children. My paper will deal with how state authorities and local societies in 
Finland, Norway and Sweden have valued Sami children. The sources are related to school politics and, towards the end 
of the century, other child-related fields. The paper will open with a brief presentation of a few seminal studies on the 
value of children in different historical contexts. Furthermore it will discuss how notions of Sami identity became 
intertwined with notions of children’s value. It will be argued that the issue of identity in some cases overshadowed 
other values attached to children, and with that in mind, this paper will discuss what was at stake for both the majority 
and the minority in gaining defining power over the value of children. 
 
Professor Astri Andresen is a Norwegian historian, who specializes in the history of childhood, minority history and 
history of medicine and health. She has published on the history of child protection, children’s healthcare and juvenile 
delinquency, among other topics. She has discussed the history of childhood with a special emphasis on methodological 
and multidisciplinary approaches, for example gender issues and the history of the Nordic welfare state. Professor 
Andresen has also investigated the contested history of Sami people and Saminess in Norway. She has published widely 
on the history of medicine and health care. Professor Andresen is a member of the Norwegian Academy of Science and 
Letters. She is a member of the board in The European Association for the History of Health and Medicine, and she is on 
several international advisory boards. Her current projects deal with two major themes: the history of Sami people in 
Norway from 1750 to the present day, and with methodological issues in the history of science. 
 
 
Development Manager Mikko Oranen (National Institute for Health and Welfare, Oulu) 
“Challenging children, challenging situations – challenging values” 
 
A growing number of children and young people are referred every year to child protection services in Finland. In 2012 
the number of mandatory reports and joint referrals was over 100 000 concerning 64 000 children and youngsters. 
Especially young people of over 13 years of age were fed into the child protection system. The overflow of clients 
challenges the child protection services and raises serious questions over the action logic of the whole system. 
Traditionally the Finnish child welfare system has been classified as being family oriented, as offering support to the 
children and their families mainly on a voluntary basis. In recent years, there have been conflicting developmental 
trajectories in the system: on the one hand towards a participatory child focus, and on the other, towards a stricter 
child protection orientation. In my presentation I will look into what we know about the children and young people 
entering the child protection services. In what ways are they and their families challenged in their lives and what are 
the system responses? My main focus is on views of children, young people and their parents. How do they see the 
present state of the child protection system and what could we learn from them? 
 
Mr Mikko Oranen works as a Development Manager at the National Institute for Health and Welfare under the Finnish 
Ministry of Social Affairs and Health. His main responsibility is to support and enhance the development of child 
protection on a National level. He is especially interested in the role of service users participation in child protection 
work and the interaction of professionals and clients. He has been actively involved in many projects engaging children 
and young people to evaluate and develop open services and substitute care. He was a member of the facilitator team 
in the tour organized by the Ombudsman for children focusing on young peoples experiences of substitute care. The 
team’s report: “Nurturing hopes, encouraging dreams – Recommendations of young people for enhancing the quality 
of child protection and substitute care” has had a great impact on recent discussions about the situation of child 
protection system in Finland and has also affected Government’s policy. 
 
 
Professor Pia Christensen (Anthropology and Childhood Studies, University of Leeds) 
Ethnography with Children:  Conversations, Movement and Imaginative leaps 
 
The study of children and young people’s everyday life can be seen as an engagement of ‘ethnographic imagination’. 
This is an in-depth and intense form of scientific inquiry during which the ethnographer share in the ‘time-spaces’ of 
children, young people and others through history and change. Through examples, I will show how this requires the 
ethnographer to engage with ethnography as art form, science and craft practice. Particular attention will be given to 
the centrality of participant-observation – as a dialogical practice – key to investigating and understanding children’s 
experiences. I will address classic ethnographic challenges such as capturing fluidity, momentary and occasional events 
and discuss what intuition and imagination have to offer ethnographic practice. The presentation concludes by asking 
to what extent the employment of innovative methodologies and new technologies may assist researchers studying the 
lives of children and young people in the 21st Century. 
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Professor Pia Christensen’s research focuses on children and young people’s agency in everyday life through the lens of 
ethnography. She has worked with children aged 3-18 years old in families, day-care settings, schools and local 
communities in England and Denmark. In her research she has discussed different aspects of children and young 
people’s everyday experiences including health, well-being and self-care; time and transitions; the meaning of food; risk 
engagement and management. Professor Christensen’s most recent research concerns children and young people’s 
mobility, citizenship and participation in new sustainable communities in the UK. Her theoretical interests focus on 
children’s agency, perception, sensuous experiences and the body, space and place. She has published extensively on 
the above mentioned topics and also written about methodological and ethical questions in research with children, 
including Research with Children: Perspectives and Practices (second edition 2008) and Children in the City: home, 
neighbourhood and community (2003).  
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ABSTRACTS FOR PARALLEL SESSIONS 

Parallel Sessions 1: Wednesday 16.45-18.15 
 

Children's geographies, spatial perspectives and everyday life 
Chair: Pauliina Rautio 

 
Anne Harju 
Children’s use of knowledge of place in understanding social relations  
 
The paper explores how children use different types of knowledge of place to make sense of social relations in town. 
The point of departure is childhood geography, in which the focus is on the construction of childhood through different 
spaces, places and spatial discourses (Philo 2000, Holloway and Valentine 2000a, Christensen and O’Brien 2003). The 
concept of emplaced and spatial knowledge is central (2003).   
The research was carried out with children aged eleven to twelve and the methodology used was place mapping with 
group interviews. The children were asked to place dots for places they like and avoid/dislike on a map of the town, 
while asked questions about why they like or dislike them. A significant outcome is that participating children connect 
emplaced and spatial knowledge in their efforts to understand themselves and others. Their emplaced experiences form 
their knowledge of the two most disliked and avoided places on the map. Their understanding of the entire 
neighbourhood where these places are situated and its inhabitants is, however, also influenced by existing place-
images. This spatial knowledge affects the children’s interpretation of events they see and are involved in when moving 
around in the neighbourhood. However, the participating children’s emplaced knowledge sometimes contradicts 
existing place-images. The results thus shows that children’s perspectives differ, which in turn indicate that childhoods 
can be experienced, thought of, and lived in many different ways.   
 
Blair Stevenson & Heeok Heo 
Children's independence and the conduct of everyday life: comparisons of parental perceptions between Finland 
and South Korea  
 
This paper outlines the concept of children's independence in an attempt to articulate connections between informal 
learning within children's conduct of everyday life and expected educational outcomes for self-regulated learning in 
school environments. The concept of conduct of everyday life, as drawn from the critical psychology field, is used to 
frame the scope of social and cultural factors that impact on how children develop independence from adults 
(principally parents and teachers). 

Specifically, this paper will summarize research initiated with the parents of school-age children in Finland and South 
Korea. This research explores parental perceptions of their children’s level of independence and the physical networks 
in communities such as bicycle paths and parks that children may or may not be able to independently access. 
Ultimately, this work explores the cultural, spatial and societal aspects of informal family life in different contexts in 
order to observe and compare factors that influence the development of children's independence both outside and 
inside of formal education environments. 
 
Hannele Forsberg & Aino Ritala-Koskinen 
Children and multi-local housing - methodological challenges 
 
The presentation will look at the multi-local housing of children, which is as yet almost wholly un-researched in Finland. 
By ‘multi-local housing’ we refer to situations where a child for one reason or another, has various parallel or sequential 
places of residence. Among other things, parents’ divorce, migration and various local and global crises, as well as the 
societal interventions associated with these, bring diversity into children’s residential arrangements. The focus of the 
presentation is on the methodological challenges of studying the multi-local housing of children as a social phenomenon 
and as a human experience. 

Children’s multi-local housing is a phenomenon with a weak social recognition. As an example, the phenomenon is not 
registered by existing statistics. Since the phenomenon studied is vague and hidden in character explorative 
methodologies are needed. We suggest that multi-local housing of children should be approached as a dynamic and 
complex phenomenon, both as event histories and spatial experiences of children and as more general socio-cultural 
norms/ideas of childhood spaces. As part of the beginning study, the paper illustrates the methodological challenges 
brought by such an approach by presenting examples of our empirical work, this time especially of residential mobility 
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of child clients of child welfare. The ultimate goal of the project is to shed light on the changing nature of modern 
childhood and to open up knowledge of children’s life conditions that otherwise remain unnoticed. 
 
 

Early childhood education 1 (presentations in Finnish) 
Chair: Maarit Alasuutari 

 
Roos Piia  
Haastattelu lapsen kerronnan tilana  
 
Aiemmin on oletettu, että pienet lapset eivät ole kykeneviä tuottamaan tutkimuksen kannalta kiinnostavia ja luotettavia 
kertomuksia. Viime vuosina kerronnallisen tutkimuksen toteuttamisen muodot ovat kuitenkin moninaistuneet 
kertomuksen käsitteen laajentumisen myötä tuottaen tutkimuksia, joissa narratiivista lähestymistapaa sovelletaan 
myös lasten parissa tehtävään tutkimukseen. (Estola & Puroila 2013.) 
 
Esitykseni pohjautuu valmistella olevaan väitöstutkimukseeni, jossa lapset kertovat päiväkotiarjestaan. Ajattelen, että 
lasten kerronta kantaa mukanaan heidän kokemuksiaan ja tarjoaa näin ollen yhden ikkunan heidän maailmaansa (ks. 
Engel 2006; Estola & Puroila 2013; Viljamaa 2012). Näitä kertomuksia kuuntelemalla ja tulkitsemalla haen vastausta 
siihen, miten lapset kertovat ja millaisena varhaiskasvatuksen arki jäsentyy lasten kerronnassa. Olen siis kiinnostunut 
sekä lasten kerronnasta itsessään että sen sisällöistä. Tutkimuksessani etsiydyn lasten näkökulman äärelle keräämällä 
tietoa suoraan lapsilta heitä haastattelemalla (ks. Turja 2004, 10). Tämän lisäksi hyödynnän lasten piirroksia osana 
tutkimusaineistoa. 
 
Esityksessäni paneudun erityisesti tutkimuksessani soveltamaani kerronnalliseen haastattelun menetelmään 
(Hyvärinen & Löyttyniemi 2005) lasten kerronnan tilana. Tähän liittyen pohdin sekä lasten kerronnan ominaispiirteitä 
että kerronnan vuorovaikutuksellista ulottuvuutta haastattelutilanteessa.  Uskon, että haastattelulla on oma paikkansa 
kerronnallisen lapsuudentutkimuksen kentässä, vaikka paljon puhutaankin muun muassa lasten luontaisesti 
tuottamasta kerronnasta (Estola & Puroila 2013; Viljamaa 2012) ja sadutuksesta kerronnan muotona (Karlsson 2012). 
Sen sijaan, että nämä erilaiset menetelmät olisivat toisensa pois sulkevia, näen ne toisiaan täydentävinä. 
 
Leena Koivusilta & Minna Zechner  
Alle kouluikäisten lasten ruokakulttuuri 
 
Suomessa noin 60 prosenttia (Sotkanet) alle kouluikäisistä lapsista on päivähoidossa. Sekä kunnallisessa että yksityisessä 
päivähoidossa noudatetaan valtakunnallisia ohjeita ravitsemuksellisesti tasapainoisen ruokavalion järjestämiseksi. 
Lapsille tarjotaan aterioita sen mukaan, minkä osan päivästä he viettävät päivähoidossa: aamiainen, lounas, iltapäivän 
välipala, päivällinen, iltapala. 

Useimmat lapset kuitenkin syövät useita aterioita kotona ja oppivat perheiltään ruoasta, ravinnosta ja ruokailun 
kulttuurisista merkityksistä. Ruokailutavat ja ruokakulttuurit heijastavat perheen sosiaalista taustaa, jota usein kuvataan 
vanhempien koulutuksella, työllisyydellä ja tuloilla. Korkeasti koulutettujen vanhempien lasten on todettu syövän muita 
lapsia enemmän vihanneksia ja hedelmiä kun taas matalammin koulutettujen vanhempien lapset kuluttavat enemmän 
maitoa ja voita (Haapalahti ym. 2003). Ravitsemuksellisesti tasapainoinen ruokavalio on hyväksi lasten hyvinvoinnille ja 
terveelle kehitykselle (Rask-Nissilä ym. 2000). 

Tämä tutkimus kohdistuu kolmesta kuusivuotiaisiin päiväkodissa oleviin lapsiin ja pyrkii vastaamaan kysymyksiin: 
Minkälainen on lasten ruokakulttuuri ja miten se heijastaa perheiden sosiaalista taustaa? Ruokakäyttäytyminen osana 
ihmisten jokapäiväistä elämää heijastaa heidän identiteettiään, jota luodaan erilaisilla sosiaalisilla areenoilla 
tapahtuvilla toiminnoilla. Identiteetin ymmärtämiseksi on tärkeää tutkia ruokakulttuureihin sisältyvää tietoa (Fjellström 
2009). Vaikka biologia, ekologia ja talous asettavat rajoja sille, mitä ihmiset syövät, juuri kulttuuriset rajat viimekädessä 
ovat oleellisia tehtäessä ruokaan liittyviä päätöksiä (Ilmonen 2007).     

Tutkimusaineisto koostuu lasten ruokaa koskevista piirroksista ja piirtämisen yhteydessä talletetuista noin 
kuudestakymmenestä lapsen ja aikuisen välisestä keskustelusta seitsemässä päiväkodissa. Piirustusten ja keskustelujen 
ohjeistettiin koskevan arki- ja juhlaruokaa ja paikkoja, joissa ruokaa kulutetaan (mm. koti, ravintolat). Tutkimusaineiston 
ymmärretään heijastavan ruokakulttuuria lapsen yhdenlaista tulkintaa hänen ruokakulttuuristaan (Wuthonow 1989) ja 
analyysimenetelmänä käytetään siksi diskurssianalyysia. 
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Anna Siippainen  
Lasten ja aikuisten välisiä suhdetyyppejä vuorohoidossa 
 
Työelämän muutokset ovat vaikuttaneet monin tavoin myös lasten päivähoitoon. Ilta-, yö- ja viikonlopputyöt ovat 
lisänneet muun muassa vuoropäivähoidon tarvetta. Muutokset työelämässä ja lasten hoitoajoissa ovat kirvoittaneet 
huolestunutta keskustelua perheiden ja lasten hyvinvoinnista. Poikkeukselliset ja epäsäännölliset hoitoajat ajatellaan 
helposti lapsen edun vastaisiksi. Vuorohoito tarjoaa kuitenkin mahdollisuuden myös yksilölliseen lapsen huomiointiin ja 
sääntöjen joustavuuteen. Lasten ja aikuisten välisten sukupolvisuhteiden näkökulmasta vuorohoito on mitä 
mielenkiintoisin. Vuorohoidon erityispiirteet mahdollistavat sellaisten ihmissuhteiden muodostumisen, joita ei 
välttämättä päivähoidon virallisissa puitteissa muuten syntyisi. 

Tässä esityksessä tarkastelen, millaisia lasten ja aikuisten välisiä suhdetyyppejä vuoropäiväkodin arjesta on 
löydettävissä? Aineistona toimii väitöskirjaani varten keräämä etnografinen havainnointi- ja haastatteluaineisto. 
Tutkimuksen teoreettiset lähtökohdat kiinnittyvät lapsuudentutkimukseen ja hallinnan analytiikkaan. Hallinnan 
analytiikka ohjaa tarkastelemaan myös sitä, millaiset diskurssit vaikuttavat päiväkodin erilaisten suhdetyyppien 
taustalla? Sitä kautta on kysymys myös arvoista. Millaista lapsuutta sukupolvisuhteet tuottavat ja toisaalta millaiset 
suhteet ovat päiväkodin arjessa hyväksyttyjä? 

Esitys pohjaa tekeillä olevaan väitöskirjatutkimukseeni, jossa tarkastelen lasten ja aikuisten välisiä sukupolvisuhteita 
vuorohoidossa. 
 
Paula Eerola-Pennanen  
Yksilöllisyys ja yhteisöllisyys päiväkodissa  
 
Yksilöllisyys ja yhteisöllisyys ovat käsitepari, joka usein asetetaan vastakkain. Etnografinen tutkimukseni päiväkodissa 
kohdentui lasten minuuden muodostamistapoihin, joita ovat kiinnittyminen, myötäileminen, itsensä esille tuominen ja 
erillisyys. Näissä ilmenee eroja sen mukaan, kuinka keskeistä on suuntautuminen toisiin ihmisiin vai suuntautuminen 
itseen. Kun lapset valitsevat suuntautumisen toisiin ihmisiin, he hakevat yhteenkuuluvuutta toisiin ihmisiin, sosiaalisia 
suhteita, samuutta ja yhtäläisyyksiä. Kun lapsen valitsevat suuntaumisen itseen, he hakevat omia valintoja ja 
mielenkiinnon kohteita, erillisyyttä ja yksityisyyttä. 
 
Esityksessäni käsittelen sitä, millaisia merkityksiä lapset asettavat yhteenkuuluvuudelle ja samuudelle, sosiaalisille 
suhteille ja kaveruudelle sekä myös sitä, miten lapset sitoutuvat laajempiin yhteisöllisiin kerrostumiin kuten omiin 
kulttuurisiin taustoihinsa. Toisaalta tarkastelen sitä, miten lapset tuovat esille omaa erityisyyttään, kuten omia 
näkemyksiään, omaa osaamistaan ja tietämistään sekä kaipuutaan yksinoloon, omaan tilaan ja aikaan. Lasten 
näkökulmasta päiväkotipäivä organisoituu aikataulujen, tilojen käyttösopimusten, käyttäytymistä ohjaavien sääntöjen 
ja erilaisten toimintojen mukaan. Samalla muodostuu monimuotoinen mahdollisuuksien ja rajoitusten kokonaisuus, 
jossa lapset tilanteittain valitsevat, hakevatko he yhteisöllisyyttä vai yksilöllisyyden ja yksinolon mahdollistavia 
toimintoja. 
 
 

Ethical questions and values in childhood research 1 
Chair: Tarja Tolonen 

 
Nehir Metin 
The difficulty of 'being silent': ethical challenges in a field study 
 
Doing field research in preschool settings brings ethical challenges and the one of them is the necessity of considering 
the meanings and cultural codes of the field environment. Particularly, reading the meaning of being adult or being child 
in particular contexts is important for researcher to position herself ethically. Also the beliefs and values of the 
researcher carry importance in creating ethical position because the existence of the researcher in the classroom 
influences the relationships and daily routines. In other words, diverse understandings and values of individuals can 
come across in preschool settings. The question is what the researcher should do when these understandings and beliefs 
conflict with each other, should they intervene a situation according to their beliefs or should they be silent according 
to other's beliefs. This paper aims to discuss these questions based on my field study in Ankara capital of Turkey. The 
study have conducted in a pre-school class between September 2013 and November 2013 by participant of 24 children, 
a teacher and an assistant of teacher. Even dough, I tried to set ethical principles prior to field by  
considering cultural codes as Turkish, I found difficulties to keep these principles because it is difficult to discuss ethical 
issues in one layer because there are complexities rather than fixed and determined rules therefore working reflexively 
is important to consider diverse ethical practices. 
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Johanna Mykkänen & Marja Leena Böök 
Children’s images of their daily life - some ethical reflections 
 
Everyday life is mundane, ‘normal’ and something we all know. It refers to all daily activities, spaces, human relations 
and emotions. It is full of similarities and self-evidences, but at the same time it is crowded with diversities and tensions. 
Therefore everyday life is hard to identify or find it’s boundaries. (Felski, 2000; Pink, 2012.) Everyday family life has also 
been explored solely through adults’ understandings.   
 
Childhood sociology researchers regard the child’s ‘voice’ as a necessity, a right and a skill, worthy of being listened to 
and studied in its own right (James & Prout, 1997). However, children are not a homogeneous group and neither is the 
‘voice´ of children monophonic. Hence it is important to identify and listen to a variety of children’s voices. (Komulainen, 
2007; Tisdall, 2011.) 
 
In this presentation we take a piece of our research-project (”Storied and photographed everyday family life”), and 
focus especially on the photo-narrative research process with children. By means of photo-narratives we hope to gain 
a glimpse into the realm of the private life of families, here children, that would otherwise be difficult to access. The 
photo-narrative method invites children to answer research questions by first taking photographs and then telling about 
them. So far, we have informants from six families (n=20), and the children’s data consist of photographs (104 pc) and 
narratives of eight children (aged 4-15 years), each of whom were interviewed twice.  
Here we reflect critically on our own photo-narrative study by asking questions like: in what ways can the photo-
narrative method be seen as a participative method? How were the various power relations between the child and the 
researcher actualized? How to secure the participants’ consent during the research process? What else methodological 
and ethical challenges did we encounter during the research process? 
 
Anne Kielland & Tatek Abebe 
Child related ethics in survey research: A double objectification of children 
 
A range of ethical dilemmas in research with and by children have been subject for recent academic debate. Yet, there 
is little discussion on how children are objectified by survey research about children, and the child-related moral and 
ethical implications associated with such research methods. This paper aims to contribute to fill that void. In the survey 
interview, little room is left for dialogue and exchange. Yet, new experiences are created in the narrow social space 
between the survey interviewer and the informant. These new experiences become shaped and structured by the 
academic and policy discourses that guided the questionnaire design, and importantly by the classifications they have 
been designed to enumerate and describe. When a parent is interviewed about a child, the child is doubly objectified. 
In the survey, the parent is objectified as the child's representative, and the parent is then required to objectify the child 
in responding to ready-made questions by assigning the child to pre-defined response categories. The new experiences 
created that way affects how parents view their children later on,  and are reflected in the post-survey relationship 
between parent and child. If the experiences created by a survey question are likely to be negative or painful, the 
information value of bothering respondents must be compared to the likely emotional stress inflicted. To duly address 
possible emotional stress, survey designers need to exercise empathy in the survey design process.    
 
Marleena Mustola 
The case of "Reasons My Son Is Crying". Ethical issues in researching visualized childhoods on the Internet. 
 
When researching childhood it is not justified to fade out the adults and see children as a separate group of society. 
There are more and more visual culture produced by children and adults together – and some of this culture is public. 
Parents all over the world send pictures of their children crying for various reasons to Greg Pembroke´s blog Reasons 
My Son is Crying. Photos of crying toddlers are published on the blog with an explanation of a parent: "She couldn’t 
dunk her cookie” or "I could not make her doll’s pants fit her". The idea of the blog is to share the intimate moments of 
family life and deal with parenting issues with humor, but the blog has raised notable ethical discussion as well. What 
about children themselves – do they want to cry publicly? Will the photos follow them later as a part of Internet history? 
Would it be appropriate to take a photo of a crying adult and share it with the strangers? When researching this kind of 
data, there are even more ethical issues to deliberate. The knowledge of the contexts in which pictures are taken is 
insufficient as is the knowledge of children’s own perspectives. The questions of anonymity and  
confidentiality are exposed. Nevertheless the data reveals how parents are in one digital, public context photographing 
and presenting their children and how the social media is shaping the visibility and privacy of contemporary childhoods. 
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Gendered values of childhood 1 
Chair: Sinikka Aapola-Kari 

 
Jessica Clark 
Boyhood Masculinities and Sexual Talk 
 
This paper sets out to analyse the dominant sexual scripts embedded within the UK television sitcom “The 
Inbetweeners”. In doing so it finds that sex is a highly visible element of the programme, marking it as a dominant 
feature of the life of the teenage boy. Sex is represented as a natural feature of human existence but one that is 
problematic, risky and regulated. The “sexual” conversations of the boys are found to both draw upon and reproduce 
dominant discourses of sexuality and gender. Of the potential themes three are considered here. First, sex is 
represented as playing a crucial role in the formation and management of male friendships. Second, sexuality is prolific 
within young men’s sexual talk and individual sexuality is heavily policed through peer led homophobic banter, insult 
and humour. Third, women and girls do not occupy positions of platonic friendship rather they exist either as sexual 
objects, to be both conquered and feared, or as the subjects of affection, love and emotional entanglement. This paper 
seeks to reveal some of the sexual subjecthoods made available to young men, through media representation, and to 
consider their position within the wider sexual landscapes of boyhood. 
 
Joonas Kekkonen 
Is this rape or just hot? – Young boys seeking advice on sexual boundaries 
 
Growing up is always hard but for boys and young men whose sexuality is just forming it is thrilling, lustful, joyous and 
dangerous rollercoaster to ride. All too often the boundaries, laws and social conventions that govern sexuality in our 
society remain vague for them and they must seek the boundaries out in by themselves. 
 
In 2007-2012 young men aged 7-20 have called Phone for Boys (Poikien Puhelin) service by Family Federation of Finland 
(Väestöliitto oy) for 90 000 times. Two thousand of  these calls have been about sexual violence and abuse. The calls 
have been from all parts of Finland. 
 
These calls are studied as a part of doctoral thesis about the ways in which boys seek advice and help on different kinds 
of violence. The perspective on analysis is on help-seeking and the ways the boys talk about different kinds of violence. 
 
These young men seek advice on courtship, sex and love. Whether the young men are serious or joke about these things, 
curse their misfortunes, fictionalize their thoughts or play-act their fantacies the boys are trying to get sexual 
satisfaction, remain outside trouble and become as socially and sexually attractive as possible. The boys try to find a 
balance between sexual thrill-seeking and conforming to norms, sometimes successfully, sometimes not. 
 
The boys talk about violence from both the perspectives of sexual abusers and the abused. Some of the boys are 
involved in sexual violence but most are seeking ways not to breach boundaries or get violated. 
 
Päivi Pihlaja 
Gender and social-emotional difficulties among toddlers 
 
In this study we examine the occurrence of social-emotional difficulties among 18-month old children (N= 1134) and 
the gender differences. This study is co-operation with University of Oulu, Child psychiatric Department and University 
of Turku, Department of Educacation and Child and Youth Research Institution. 
 
The estimate of general prevalence of children’s social and emotional difficulties has been for years around 15-20 
percentage (Puura et al 1995; Walker et al. 1995). In Danish study 18-month-old´s mental health problems´ prevalence 
was 16-18% (Skovgaard et l. 2007). These kinds of difficulties are more often identified with boys but also girls seem  to 
have problems. Identified problems differ between girls and boys. 
 
By many researches child gender is a contributor to trajectories of externalizing problems and behaviour. Boys 
participate more often aggressive and conflicted interactions than girls. Addressed problems are divided to internalizing, 
externalizing, and regulatory domains. Items also address delays and deficits in the acquisition of social-emotional 
competencies.  This study is quantitative by nature, and we use the Brief Infant Toddler Assessmetn (Briggs-Gowan & 
Carter 2006) to study the difficulties. In all tests, P-values less than 0.05 were considered statistically significant. 
 
The permission to this study is from every participant who are not identifiable. In this data the occurrence of possible 
problems was 15% and the difference between girls and boys was not statistically significant. Instead, difference in 
competence delay between girls and boys was significant so that boys were more often delayed in their socio-emotional 
competence than girls. The results make us researchers reflect the process of education and up-brining. How to support 
the social emotional learning of both genders? 
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Historicizing the values of childhood 1 
Chair: Kaisa Vehkalahti, Discussant: Astri Andresen 

 
Päivi Granö 

Story of an island. Swedish Seskarö in the drawings and text of the 1950s school children 

 

In 1951 the Swedish county Norrbotten, the local newspaper and the home district association arranged a competition 

for the school children under the theme of local daily life and history. The results were presented as drawing and text 

books. One of the participants was the school of Seskarö island. Seskarö is a small sawmill community in the northern 

bay of the Gulf of Bothnia. In the paper I discuss the ideas and values of local community and environment represented 

by the children. The interpretation is based mostly on the visual analysis and cultural approach to the children´s 

drawings. 

 

Anniina Koivurova 

Children’s Drawings and Quaker Pedagogics in Post War Lapland 

  

In the presentation I explain how an American aid worker, a Quaker and an artist Naomi Jackson (Groves) involved 

children in reconstruction of Lapland during years 1946-1947. She communicated across the language barriers by using 

visual images and making the school children to draw pictures. After her death, almost 200 Lappish children’s pictures 

from her archives were given to the Provincial Museum of Lapland. What is this collection about? In my presentation I 

introduce the main themes of the drawings and ask, whose contents, ways of expression and lifeworlds are embedded 

in the drawings. How do the pictures represent the values and ideologies of the school education at the time? Do these 

pictures intertwine with the Quaker ideology? How does Naomi Jackson tell about the encounters with the school 

children in her book ”Winter into Summer” ? I consider children’s pictures not ideologically and politically neutral but 

reflecting the context where they were produced. Moreover I study what messages the foreign aid worker conveyed to 

the children and how this influences the interpretation of the Lappish children’s images. 

 

Jutta Ahlbeck & Kirsi Tuohela 

Historicizing the Mind of the Child: The Case of Finland 

 

The paper examines the changing notions of childhood in Finland from the late nineteenth century onwards. Following 

scholars, who argue that children and childhood started gaining intense medical and psychological attention in the mid-

1900th century, we pose the question whether and to what extent this was the case in Finland as well. The notion that 

the child’s mind is different from that of an adult, and that children are in need of special care and protection, resulted 

in intellectual, but also emotional and sentimental investments in childhood. Consequently, children gained more 

attention as values were changing. British child psychologist James Sully (1895) introduced new theories on children’s 

minds and his works were translated to both Swedish (1898) and Finnish (1912). Hence, some of these debates reached 

Finland. The aim of our paper is to look at how the psychological understanding of children affected both medical and 

personal accounts. First, we explore how the rise of new psychological and psychiatric discourses affected the notion of 

the child. How did psychiatric knowledge depict the child in early twentieth century, and how did these notions change 

over time? Second, we analyze autobiographical writings, in which experiences of childhood are present in adult writing. 

In the autobiographical genre, childhood is sometimes narrated as an unproblematic pre-history of adulthood, but in 

the course of time it seems to transform to an inner story of a person, a hidden truth of the adult self. How does this 

happen and what are the key texts revealing this transformation in Finland? We scrutinize when and how these more 

psychological discourses entered both medical and lay understandings of childhood. 

 
Anne Koskela 
Child in a form 
 
In my study I analyse the normalisation discourses that took place in the official discussions between teachers and the 
Child and Family Guidance Clinic of Oulu region in 1968–1992. The Child and Family Guidance Clinic was a clinic to which 
teachers sent problematic pupils to be examined by experts. For the Clinic teachers filled in a form about the pupil. The 
Clinic then referred the pupils to special classes or regular classes, based on various tests and interviews. 
 
This presentation focuses on the forms that the teachers filled. The form was designed by the clinic; it was about 4 
pages long, with 16-20 questions. The same form was used with pupils with learning difficulties as well as behaviour 
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difficulties. The form asked questions about the pupils’ cognitive competence, physical and social skills, family and 
background. I analyse these forms in order to describe how they presented deviance from normality - and thereby also 
normality as such. How did these forms direct professional experts in categorizing pupils on the axis normal-deviant? 
More specifically: what was presented as deviant from normality? This is studied by analysing the specific questions 
asked in the forms and how these questions changed in time. The research will shed light on the specific role of power 
relations that the forms had officially as well as implicitly. To who did the forms give authority to define deviance? 
 

 

Methodological challenges in childhood research 1 
Chair: Elina Pekkarinen 

 
Debbie Watson 
Childhood diversity and methodological challenges in wellbeing research 
 
This theoretical positioning paper brings together critical understandings of children's wellbeing in complex 
theorisations of childhood and in consideration of their diverse contexts, relationships and embodied phenomenological 
experiencing of wellbeing (Watson et al, 2012). I argue that most of the knowledge and understanding we have of 
children's wellbeing draws from 'majoritarian' knowledge (Deleuze & Guattari, 2004) and that such understandings 
operate to normalize and pathologise children whose experiences do not fit and essentially further silence 
(MacNaughton, 2005) the voices of children who already suffer from exclusion and marginalisation. I propose that poor 
understandings of diverse wellbeing experiences originate from simplistic and normalised ways of conceptualising 
childhood and taken-for-granted assumptions about what wellbeing is and means for the world’s children. Whilst we 
have methods to research with children about their wellbeing, these are largely based on children's capacities to fill in 
questionnaires or respond to direct questioning by researchers. In this paper I argue that all children have the capability 
(Nussbaum and Sen, 1993) to communicate their experiences; but we need multi-modal, creative and performative 
ways of capturing these experiences (Denzin, 2003; Barone & Eisner, 2011). I base these assertions on a review of the 
wellbeing research literature across the world and on recent research projects with young minority ethnic children, 
Somali refugee children, Egyptian children and profoundly disabled children. The paper concludes with research 
recommendations that draw together complex understandings of childhood, wellbeing and research methodologies. 
 
James Reid  
Valuing participants as subjects and not objects in research: reflections on analysis of researcher self during an 
institutional ethnography in a primary school in the north of England. 
 
This paper presentation explores the approach to researcher reflection developed during an institutional ethnography 
(IE) (Smith 2005) in a primary school. The doctoral study included the opportunity of rare and privileged access to the 
field and required careful consideration of researcher power and responsibility. Yet, while ethnographers agree the 
need for researcher reflexivity there is little consensus about how this should be undertaken or explored.   As a result, 
in many ethnographic reports, explicit analysis of the researcher’s work, social relationships, power and responsibilities 
is absent or limited. There are particular tensions for institutional ethnographers in seeking to avoid objectification of 
participants through both “institutional capture” and “privileged irresponsibility”, that is; the imposition of researcher 
subjectivities in listening for and asking about texts. A significant concern in this research context is the researcher’s 
place and privilege in the education hierarchy. 
 
Discussion in the presentation illustrates use of “The Listening Guide” (Mauthner and Doucet 2008) as an ethical 
approach to researcher reflexivity to enable an explicit analysis of the researcher?s subjectivities and use of 
ethnographic methods. In particular, focus is on the development of an “I” poem during reflective analysis to enhance 
understanding of privilege and power. The approach works to negate any researcher authority over the textual 
representations of the research participants and avoid objectifying the participants to Institutional Ethnography’s 
ontological stance. Comment is also made on overcoming the tensions between the sociological basis of IE and the 
psychological foundation of the Listening Guide in developing an approach that values participants. 
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Kate Lucy Smith 
Negotiating complex and dynamic research relationships with young children in a school classroom 
 
This paper explores the challenges and opportunities for adult researchers in developing co-constructive, dialogical 
processes of research with young children in a classroom context. The framework for this discussion is an ongoing 
ethnographic piece of research, with six children aged 4 to 5, which explores their experiences as writers in their first 
year at school. Collaborative methods have been selected, including photography and research conversations, as these 
can provide 'participatory' opportunities for children.  Participation is conceptualised here not as a means to empower 
individual children, but as a process of social involvement where children are able to transform and make new meanings 
within research activity.  
 
Based on my own interpretative experiences, I will argue that research relationships formed between the adult-
researcher and children within learning contexts have particular significance to how data is conceived and constructed. 
These relationships appear to be constantly changing and deviating from order, and may be understood as a process of 
'becoming' (Deleuze and Guattari 2004). Attention needs to be given to how our shifting relationships with others are 
formed within the shared moments of research activity, and how this influences knowledge construction. Tuning in to 
the 'swerves within conversation' (Hodgson and Standish 2007), that occur between adults and children may help us to 
be more effective in listening to and hearing the multiple and creative ways in which children communicate and express 
themselves.  

 
 

Values in education 
Chair: Marjatta Takala 

 
Lamees Al Mubarak 
Scales and geographies of ethics: children’s global learning and global citizenship in east London 
 
The paper discusses my PhD research on children’s global citizenship in east London. The research links the theorisation 
of children’s interconnectedness with global space (Massey, 1998) to children’s knowledge of their own rights and 
responsibilities on a global scale (Tuukkanen, Kankaanranta and Wilska, 2012).  
The methodology for this study is a mixture of classroom ethnography, participatory and visual research techniques, 
and child-led video interviews. The research takes place within Geography and Citizenship lessons in the east London 
boroughs of Newham and Tower Hamlets. As is reflective of the area, the vast majority of children in these classes are 
Muslims from British Bangladeshi and British Pakistani backgrounds.  
 
I will discuss preliminary findings of the study, with reference to these children’s senses of their own rights on a global 
scale and their understandings of their responsibilities towards people and places around the world. Emergent themes 
from the first phase of the data will be explored and related to the theorisation of children’s global geographies of rights 
and responsibilities. 
References: 
- Massey, D, (1998), “The spatial constructions of youth cultures”, in Cool Places: Geographies of Youth Cultures , S. 
Skelton and G. Valentine, eds., London, Routledge. 
- Tuukkanen, Terhi & Kankaanranta, Marja & Wilska, Terhi-Anna, “Children’s life world as a perspective on their 
citizenship: The case of the Finnish Children’s Parliament”, Childhood August 7, 2012. 
 
Moramay Micalco 
The Values in the Number Names Learning in Tseltal Mayan Children 
 
The study that I will be preseting is part of my doctoral thesis, “The Uses of Numbers in the Social Practices of Tseltal 
Mayan Children.” From a historical-cultural perspective I present an analysis of the numerical relationships that are 
dealt with in the social practices of the Tseltal Mayan community, particularly when children are involved. References 
to the body and to the Mayan cosmovision on which the Mayan number system is based are aspects that influence the 
way the names of numbers are constructed in these communities. Children learn to name numbers through the use of 
cultural artifacts within social practices, in collaboration with adults and other children. Symbolic aspects are present 
as the numbers are learned, along with their cultural meanings. Different dimensions of the person, such as the body, 
emotions, cognition, as well as context, are called into play as the children take part in these social practices and learn 
the names of numbers as well as the value of respect. One of the contributions of this study is that it shows that numbers 
are more than just a calculation tool; they are also a way to name the world. With this I wish to underscore the 
importance of considering that mathematics are learned in cultural groups that have a particular cosmovision, including 
the very notion of number that children learn. 
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Marjatta Takala 
Is inclusive early special education working? 
 
Early childhood special education (ECSE) has been organized in Finland in several ways. In organized day-care centers a 
child with special needs can attend a regular day care group, so called integrated day care group or a segregated, special 
group. All these groups have existed a long time and they seem to have both positive as well as negative sides. 
 
From autumn 2013 on the city of Oulu has committed to inclusive early education as a main value and leading 
principle.  This means that special solutions are mainly given up and children will be in regular day-care groups.  This 
includes many changes not only to the children but to the work of the professionals.  The reaction to this change among 
early special educators (N=21) was studied with a questionnaire before the change and will be studied after the change, 
in the beginning of 2014. The responses from the time when the change was not in force but coming (spring 2013) seem 
to be cautious and a bit change resistance can be noticed. The educators ask e.g. : Do the children get the support they 
need in a big group? Wouldn’t it be easier to support them in small groups? The other questionnaire will be delivered 
in February 2014. The preliminary results of these questionnaires concerning the effects of inclusive education will be 
delivered in the presentation. 
 
 

Sign language as the key to multilingualism 
Chair: Ritva Takkinen 

 
Presenters: Ritva Takkinen, Päivi Rainò, Laura Kanto 
 
Sign language is used by deaf people and their deaf and hearing children. They acquire sign language as their mother 
tongue. Deaf and hard of hearing children of hearing parents can also acquire sign language if their parents start to 
study and use it with their children. The acquisition of sign language is affected by many factors, and it is not always 
assured that the acquisition is successful whether the parents are deaf or hearing. 
 The cochlear implant (CI) has caused a radical change in the communication of deaf and severely hard 
of hearing persons because it enables more efficient spoken language acquisition and speech comprehension than a 
normal hearing aid. Along with the CI, since the middle of the 1990’s rehabilitation activities have emphasized speech 
and hearing exercises and the acquisition of spoken language. Acquisition of sign language and the status of signed 
speech or the use of signs in rehabilitation have become secondary choices. These communication means are chosen 
only when it is shown that the acquisition of spoken language with a CI has not advanced successfully. Because the 
mainstream research discourse is grounded in audiological and medical perspectives, it has so far emphasized that 
signing communication is only needed if the child or youth has neurological disorders or language impairment. However, 
concerning children and youth using a CI, it is important to look at the language acquisition from the perspective of bi- 
and multilingualism. 
 The bilingual environment does not alone assure that children become bilingual. Also many 
sociolinguistic factors affect the development, e.g. the amount and quality of language input, the minority and majority 
status of the languages as well as parents’ thoughts about language learning and upbringing practices. In order to 
develop successfully, sign language seems to need more support in the language environment. 
 Language and code switching are typically recognized in linguistic and multilingual research, and these 
phenomena are also seen when a signed and a spoken language are used. In this session we discuss in detail factors 
that are influencing different viewpoints and discourses, e.g. the status afforded to different languages in society, 
modality differences between the languages, as well as viewpoints from disability and linguistic research traditions. 
  
 
 

Parallel sessions 2: Thursday 9.00-10.30 
 

Archaeological views on childhood 
Chair: Sanna Lipkin 

 
Sanna Lipkin 
The archaeology of childhood – Theory and practice 
 
This paper concentrates on theoretical concepts used in archaeological childhood reseach, with special reference to the 
Italian Iron Age materials. Theoretical princples in archaeological research have their roots in anthropological and 
sociological research, but due to its character as a science of past societies archaeological childhood research has its 
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own starting points. The concepts of artefact studies may however be used also in the research of modern childhood, 
as the evergrowing field of contemporary archaeology has demonstrated. 
 
It is likely that the history of childhood studies in archaeology reflects researchers' own values and how adulthood 
versus childhood is seen in the contemporary society. In the past societies, childhood is not always clearly visible. In 
general the past we know is the one of adults. However from the 1990s onwards the place of childhood in archaeology 
has been reconsidered by numerous researchers. As a significant demographical component (40–65%), children indeed 
were active participants in past cultures. 
 
One common nominator in premodern societies is high child mortality, approximately 50% of children died before the 
age of two. This had effects on the parents feelings, the perception of childhood and the status of children. Children 
were active participants in the economic, social, political and religious aspects of culture as can be seen in central 
Tyrrhenian Italian archaeological record. Children for example learned at early age the skills of textile making and thus 
were an important part of the continuum of generations. 
 
 
Jari-Matti Kuusela & Rosa Vilkama 
Social role of the children during the Late Iron Age – child burials in the Suutarinniemi cemetery (Ii, North Finland) 
 
Graves of children are a relatively rare occurrence in the Finnish archaeological record which is why the Late Iron Age 
cemetery of Suutarinniemi in Ii, North Ostrobothnia, stands out – of the seven burials excavated in 2013 altogether four 
appear to belong to children. Additionally, most of these burials are individual, i.e. the child has been buried individually 
and not, as is often then case, together with an adult. This raises some questions as to the status of these children in 
their community – a burial of a very young child signifies that the child was viewed as an individual entitled to a burial 
contradicting some conceptions that during a prehistorical period a child was viewed as an individual only after passing 
a certain age. Another question is whether all children in the society were viewed as being entitled to an individual 
burial or if this was a treatment reserved for only some. This paper examines the child burials of Suutarinniemi placing 
them on a wider social context in an attempt to study the social structures of the society behind the Suutarinniemi 
cemetery and more specifically the role of children in that society. 
 
Sirpa Niinimäki, Rosa Vilkama, Tiina Väre, Jaakko Niinimäki, Juho-Antti Junno, Titta Kallio-Seppä, Matti Heino, 
Sanna Lipkin, Milton Nunez, Annemari Tranberg, Saara Tuovinen, Timo Ylimaunu & Markku Niskanen 
Life and health of children at Northern Osthrobotnia during the 19th century - a computed tomography study 
 
The purpose of our study was to evaluate the quality of life, healthcare and attitudes towards children in the 19th 
century Northern Osthrobotnia. We employed computed tomographic imaging to allow non-invasive study of the 
mummified remains of four children buried (all under the age of two years) in the old Keminmaa church during the 19th 
century. Buried in church, although during a time when the church was no longer in active use indicates that the social 
status of these children was higher than average. The quality of life of these children was considered to be reflected not 
only in pathological condition but also on such features as development and eruption of teeth, long bone growth and 
cartilage development stage in metacarpal and carpal bone growth; these are elements commonly used in age 
estimations due to strict age relatedness of their development. However, the developmental stages can vary due to 
nutritional stress and health status; particularly susceptible is long bone growth. Variation in the age estimates based 
on these anatomical elements can be used to infer whether death occurred suddenly or preceding a wasting illness. If 
the age estimates of a child vary greatly, it is possible that the child in question was ill for a longer period before death 
and thus some form of healthcare and nurture have likely taken place. However, it should be noted that usually child 
mortality is caused by sudden and rapidly lethal diseases regardless of nurture, such as diarrhea, tuberculosis and 
whooping cough. 
 
 

Children's participation 1 
Chair: Johanna Kiili 

 
Mervi Kaukko 
Participation in exceptional circumstances: The CRC of unaccompanied children 
 
According to the UN Convention on the Right of a Child (CRC) all children in Finland have the right to participate in 
decision-making concerning them. In this presentation, I discuss how the conceptualization of childhood affects the 
implementation of the CRC, especially the Article 12 on participation, focusing on unaccompanied asylum-seeking 
children in Finland. Based on a participatory action research with 12 unaccompanied asylum-seeking girls (ages 8-17) 
living in a Finnish reception centre, I argue that to make participation equally inviting and achievable for all children and 
youth in Finland, the definition of childhood as the time of joy and innocence should be broadened, as it excludes 
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children whose experiences do not fit in the criteria. Similarly, the universalist notions of children’s participatory rights 
should be questioned, as they overlook the specific socio-historical realities in which these rights exist. I approach the 
topic from a difference-centred view, in which children are not seen as ‘becomings’ or adults-to-be, which acknowledges 
the complexity of children’s reality where ethnicity, gender and asylum-seeking status are influential, and most 
importantly, where excluded children are included in the discourse. According to the girls in my study, the right to be 
protected by reliable adults outweighs the right to have decision power during the asylum-period. However, my 
intention is not to present rights which would be generalizable for all unaccompanied children, but to show how child-
centred, culture- and gender sensitive ways of listening can be used to include children’s own, subjective experiences 
in the rights-discourse. 
 
Nadine Schaefer 
Being a member of the Youth Parliament - Being politically engaged? Exploring young people's understandings and 
experiences of being formally engaged 
 
Young people's political engagement has become a crucial focus of attention in the UK and more generally across 
Western societies as it is increasingly seen as an indicator for the societies'  future potential economically, politically 
and socially. Parallel to this a children's and young people's rights agenda has developed over the last 30 years which 
stresses the needs and benefits of involving them into decisions that affect their everyday and future lives. This has 
resulted in an increasing number of policies and governmental initiatives that aim to enable and foster young people's 
socio-political engagement through promoting and strengthening citizenship skills and forms of (political) participation. 
 
This presentation draws on a small scale in-depth research project exploring young people's motives and experiences 
of being politically engaged. It aims to explore the possible links, interruptions, renegotiations and complex relationships 
between the different modes of political engagement as lived by these Members of a Youth Parliament (aged 14-
16/South West of England). This presentation aims to critically re-engage with the ways in which young people 
understand, experience, and live their lives as active citizens. It will question which role such formal ways of engagement 
play in the wider context of being and/or becoming an active citizen. It will be argued that such insights are needed to 
inform the ways in which we as educationalists, practitioners, politicians - or more generally adults  - design, shape, and 
facilitate young people's engagement. It also feeds into contemporary debates on how to understand, conceptualise 
and facilitate young people's political engagement in the 21st century. 
 
Anne Frimodig 
Providing customer value in decision-making on procuring foster care in child welfare  
 
Public service procurement, which also includes procuring foster care in child welfare, is one of the most difficult public 
procurement areas to organise. The ongoing structural changes to the municipal sector's operating environment are 
creating challenges for municipalities in organising foster care services for children. The purpose of the present study is 
to investigate the factors that have an impact on office holders responsible for child placement when procuring foster 
care services. My interest to implement the study is guided by this question: does the procurement of foster care 
services provide value to the customers of child welfare services? 
 
The main foundation of professional social welfare work is that one is aware of one's personal values and is capable of 
taking the time to consider moral issues. It is also important that the service recipient benefits from the service 
rendered. Because the implementation of foster care services in child welfare services has an immediate impact on the 
lives of the customers which extends far into the future, the service should be considered very carefully. The decision-
making process in foster care can be described as the sum of several factors: decision-making is governed by laws, but 
is also affected by the authority's know-how, feelings and ethical views, and the significance of these aspects is further 
underlined when intervening in the basic rights of people. The operations of the authorities shall be ethically sound, 
acceptable and understandable because the consideration of sufficient parenting in child welfare is an area that requires 
sensitivity to be able to see how different factors affect decision-making. Ultimately, this deals with taking a moral 
stance and making an assessment that is based on the humane operations of the authorities and their opinion about a 
sufficiently good life and the rights of the child. 
 
The present dissertation is a multidisciplinary one, on the area between welfare work and commercial science, but 
particularly in the practical research field of social welfare services. The dissertation is part of a project that is funded 
by the Lappeenranta University of Technology and is implemented in cooperation with the University of Eastern Finland. 
In spring 2014, I will implement a survey that will target the authorities making decisions on procuring foster care in 
child welfare. When necessary, I will also interview authorities that are responsible for foster care in child welfare 
services.  
 
Hannu Soini & Hannariina Tamminen 
Early Educators’ and Children's interaction behavior in eating situations of the day nursery 
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In the study it was clarified what kind of interaction is found in the eating situations of the day nursery in Northern 
Finland. Our aim was to examine who made the interaction initiatives in the eating situations, how the initiatives were 
answered and what characteristics are found in the interaction behavior of  day nursery eating situations. Especially 
attention was paid to what kind of emotional expressions educators used in the eating situations. The research material 
was collected by videoing 3-6 years old children's nine eating situations and by interviewing early educators, who have 
directed eating situations. The videoed eating situations and interviews were transcribed and the materials were 
analyzed utilizing the constant comparison method.  
According to the results, the children were very active and creative in the discussions of eating situations of the day 
nursery. They began more discussions than the adults. The subjects of the children's discussion initiatives were more 
versatile than the adults' discussion initiatives. The adults' initiatives concentrated on bringing especially to the end of 
the eating and on the teaching of dining habits. According to the Educators’ interviews their objective was a discussing 
and unhurried atmosphere in the eating situation. However, the video material indicated that educators used most time 
for the directing and hurrying behavior in the eating situation. The feeling expression towards children were mainly 
warm and encouraging. Educators got irritated especially in the situations in which the children had to be hurried and 
had to be reminded of the schedule. The study showed that the eating situation of the day nursery provides interesting 
opportunities to study participative interaction behavior between adults and children. The initiatives of the children, 
the supervising skills of the educators, the pedagogic objectives, the schedule of the day nursery and the size and 
structure of the child group have impact on it. This should be taken into consideration when designing the pedagogic 
principles of the eating situation of the day nursery. 
 
 

Gendered values of childhood 2 
Chair: Tuija Huuki 

 
Adriano Souza Senkevics & Clare Bartholomaeus 
Addressing the Absence of Gender in the Sociology of Childhood 
 
The ‘new sociology of childhood’ has contributed much to thinking about children and young people, including 
understanding childhood as a social construction and recognising the diversity of childhood(s). Generation and age is 
usually the main focus of the sociology of childhood while other factors, such as gender, have received little 
consideration, even in topics where gender can be seen to be central, such as domestic work and sexual abuse. Indeed, 
attention to gender is virtually absent and, when it is mentioned, it is under-theorised and rarely draws on feminist 
frameworks. In this paper we argue that a consideration of gender has much to offer the sociology of childhood. We 
first map out existing absences and understandings of gender in the sociology of childhood. We then draw on existing 
studies, and two different research projects in Brazil and Australia, to highlight not only that gender is an important 
factor in children’s lives, but also to show how research about gender with children/young people can add to the new 
sociology of childhood. We do this by examining topics such as domestic work, play, and sport, as well as considering 
how gender is relevant to concepts often discussed in the sociology of childhood. By adding examinations of gender 
using feminist frameworks to the sociology of childhood, the ability to consider the diversity and multiplicity of children 
and childhoods is further expanded. 
 
Maarit Alasuutari 
Gendered aspects in children's photography of early childhood education 
 
Children’s participation and ‘listening to children’ are increasingly emphasized in different social fields. Furthermore, 
various participatory methodologies have been developed in research on childhood to address children’s agency and 
perceptions. This paper presents and discusses findings from a study that aimed at learning about young children’s 
views on early childhood education and that applied visual and participatory methodologies. The data of the study 
includes two types of material: photographs that over 50 children took of their early childhood education setting and 
audiotaped and transcribed discussions in which the children presented their photos to their peers and to their teacher 
in a small group. The paper examines the gendered aspects of the data. Moreover, it considers the findings in relation 
to children’s participation and participatory methodologies. 
 
Jessica Clark 
Passive, Heterosexual and Female: Constructing Appropriate Childhoods in the Sexualisation of Childhood Debate 
 
The proliferation of debates surrounding the sexualisation of childhood in the late 20th and early 21st century has led 
to the commission of a range of investigations into the role of sex and consumer culture in the lives of children and 
young people. This paper sets out to analyse the dominant 'sexual scripts' embedded within four international examples 
of such reports. It finds that a broad-brush approach to sexualisation appears to render all fashion, consumption, nudity 
and seemingly embodiment itself, as 'sexualised' and therefore inherently problematic. In what is overwhelmingly a 
negative reading of contemporary media and consumer cultures, the concepts of gender and sexuality remain un-
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problematised. Within these official discourses girls are constructed as vulnerable and passive whilst boys are ignored, 
presumably viewed as either unaffected or unimportant. Sexuality as an issue is palpable by its absence and throughout 
there is a lack of attention to the voices of children in an international debate which should place them at the centre of 
enquiry. The paper concludes by urging more in-depth consideration of value positions, lacunae and definitions of key 
concepts in such reports and consultation processes since such critiques have the potential to inform policy making and 
the gendered and embodied worlds we seek to explore. 
 
Christopher Owen 
Resistance is Fertile: Female Sexuality as Resistance in Two Young Adult Dystopian Trilogies 
 
Katniss Everdeen and Tris Prior are the sixteen-year-old heroines of Suzanne Collins’ The Hunger Games trilogy and 
Veronica Roth’s Divergent trilogy respectively. Published between 2008 and 2013, both trilogies feature strong female 
protagonists that challenge gender conventions and overthrow tyrannical leadership in order to liberate the oppressed. 
According to Basu, Broad and Hints, young adult dystopian novels, “simultaneously seek to teach serious lessons about 
the issues faced by humanity, and to offer readers a pleasurable retreat from their quotidian experience” (5). The 
quotidian experience of young women in the Western world involves patriarchal dominance and systemic misogyny. 
Both Katniss and Tris present a more empowering narrative for young women by utilizing their sexualities as points of 
individual resistance. 
 
Katniss and Tris must both confront a different side of the virgin/whore dichotomy in order to enforce their own identity 
outside of a system of oppression. While Katniss is certainly not a sex-worker, she is forced into the role of lover and 
fiancé; meanwhile Tris internalizes negative body image and anti-intimacy values and is continuously monitored. Both 
women must confront this sexual oppression through their own sexual expression in order to reclaim their identities 
and be successful in their resistance. As young adult dystopian fiction presents moral lessons and guides for its 
readership, Katniss and Tris present empowering and valuable approaches to female sexual identity. 
 
Works Cited 
Basu, Balaka, et al. Introduction. Contemporary Dystopian Fiction for Young Adults: Brave New Teenagers. Eds. Balaka 
Basu, et al. New York: Routledge, 2013. 1-15. Print. 
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Languages of childhood 
Chair: Anneli Yliherva 

 
Kristiina Eskelinen 
Photographing childhood? 
 
What photographs illustrate?  What are references that are present in any reading of an image? How do describe all 
that stays outside the frames of ethnographic photographs? How to put visual language into words? The aim of this 
presentation is to reflect the challenges of writing within the photographs taken by children in organized after school 
activities. It also discusses individual and institutional values. Photographs convey valuable insights into the children’s 
experiences and meaning making. For children, the value of an image may not lie in its technical merits. Instead, children 
capture items, actions, occasions and moments they deem important. They also perceive elements easily overlooked 
by adults. Visual data and the comments of children on the elicited photos provide us an opportunity to view children´s 
individual worlds in after school activities. Simultaneously photographing constitute children as the collective 
inhabitants of social, cultural and economic space. 
 
Kristin Danielsen Wolf 
Playful interactions between small children in Norwegian Kindergartens 
 
Since August 2009 my focus has been on small children’s (1 to 3 years old) playing. From January 2011, I have explored 
small children’s playing in three different sized and organized kindergartens, in various groups (from 7 - 12 children). 
How small children live and interact in playful ways was mainly my focus, but I also observed how the staff and the 
environment influenced children’s play activities.  
 
In my fieldworks, I was both a distanced and participating observer when I collected observations from small children’s 
playful interactions. I had dialogues and meetings with the staff in the kindergartens and got insight in their stories and 
perspectives on playing. My observations and analysis show that the children’s play often was symbolic, that they used 
objects and their environments, and pretended and created imaginary play worlds. The staff often described the small 
children’s playing as tumbling around, a bodily playing alone or together. They seldom described or encouraged the 
symbolic and pretended play.  
 
My theoretical framework is among others based upon Faith Gabrielle Guss` (2001) research and perspectives on 
children’s different positions in play-drama, with similarities to different positions and functions in theater. When the 
staff discover how children pretend, their play signals, and understand also themselves in the different positions 
towards the children’s play - as spectators, as producers and as actors, they may be more aware of their possibilities to 
promote and inspire small children’s pretended play in kindergarten. 
 
Pauline von Bonsdorff 
Can we hear what the child says if we just listen carefully? 
 
According to the French phenomenologist Maurice Merleau-Ponty language is part of a child’s sonorous environment 
and is, much like the visual world, right from the start a part of the newborn’s existence. Moreover, the sonorous world 
is one where the child both hears and produces sounds in meaningful contexts of interaction with caregivers and 
companions. Language, or speech (parole), is about making meaningful sounds with one’s sonorous, sounding body, 
and thereby sharing meaningful actions with other embodied agents. A key point is that meaning, including linguistic 
meaning, is born in shared contexts. If language is holistic, expressive and contextual in the ways indicated by Merleau-
Ponty (and affirmed by more recent infant research and linguistic theorizing) this poses challenges for how to take 
especially young children’s utterances into account in research. We cannot understand what the child says by just 
lending an ear to it, at least not if that ear does not share in the context of utterance. Furthermore we might ask what 
sharing a context means. Is it enough to be present and observe? If not, there may exist an important distinction 
between talking to and talking with a child. I start by presenting the view of language in early childhood developed by 
Merleau-Ponty in his lectures on child psychology and pedagogy from 1949-1952, and add to it some remarks relating 
to recent research. I then raise methodological issues about how to understand and interpret young children’s speech 
particularly in research.  
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Methodological challenges in childhood research 2/ Neural plasticity and language acquisition 
Chair: Eira Jansson-Verkasalo 

 
Healthy infants possess well-developed auditory capabilities. These abilities are determined both genetically and by 
experience. Early auditory skills constitute a foundation for language acquisition and later learning. Some infants are at 
risk for deficits in auditory processing and atypical language acquisition due to genetic reasons (like temperament), 
illnesses (like acute otitis media) or environmental factors (like noise, inadequate experience and stress). 
 
Risks for deficits in auditory processing and language acquisition should be found early in life. This is a challenging task 
due to neural system´s ability to change the structure, function and organization of neurons, or nerve cells, in response 
to new experiences.  Atypical neural plasticity may contribute to atypical development. On the other hand, neural 
plasticity enables development and learning. 
 
Behavioural methods (tests), together with brain imaging methods (auditory event-related potentials, ERPs), may be 
used to assess central auditory processing (CAP), language acquisition and neural plasticity. Mismatch negativity 
(MMN), one of the auditory ERPs, is an index of central auditory discrimination, short term memory and neural plasticity 
both in response to linguistic and non-linguistic material. 
 
Our session consists of four presentations. First presentation (Korpilahti) will be on the predictive value of early language 
skills in relation to epidemiological and demographic information. The second (Haapala) and third (Niemitalo-Haapola) 
presentations are on the effect of recurrent acute otitis media and noise on the neural plasticity and CAP as well as on 
the language acquisition in two-year-old children. The last presentation (Jansson-Verkasalo) will be on CAP and 
temperament in children who stutter. 
 
 
Pirjo Korpilahti, Anne Kaljonen & Eira Jansson-Verkasalo  
Early language skills with special reference to biological and environmental risk factors: the Let's Talk STEPS study 
 
Aims: We investigated the predictive value of early language skills in relation to epidemiological and demographic 
information, and the optimal age for screening language delay. 
 
Methods: A total of 226 children from a Finnish cohort study (Steps to the Healthy Development and Well-being of 
Children, STEPS study) were followed up. The analysis covered 11 biological and 8 environmental risk factors as well as 
mother’s concern of the child’s language learning. At 36 months, children’s language skills were clinically tested and 
screened with The Fox Language Inventory. Children’s lexical development was screened at 13 and 24 months, and 
compared with outcome results at 36 months. 
 
Results: Expressive lexicon at 24 months was a powerful indicator for language outcome at 36 months. Gender, parent´s 
education and social class predicted language comprehension. Furthermore, father’s social class and working status  
predicted child’s naming skills. Mother’s concern correlated with the child’s limited lexicon at 24 months and poor 
language comprehension at 36 months, especially in boys. 
 
Conclusions: Demographic information helps clinicians in deciding the need of special support for language delayed 
children. Health practitioners should be aware that vocabulary acquisition already at 24 months indices later language 
development reliably. For boys, the risk for language delay is higher than for girls. Parent´s low education and low social 
status may be risk factors for language development. Language screening and parental guidance are recommended at 
3 years of age for children with risk for permanent language delay. 
 
Sini Haapala, Elina Niemitalo-Haapola, Teija Kujala & Eira Jansson-Verkasalo  
Recurrent acute otitis media in early childhood – Consequences to auditory processing and language development 
 
Aims: While a significant group of children undergo recurrent acute otitis media (RAOM) with fluctuating hearing loss, 
the effects of transient auditory deprivation on the central auditory system and language development remain to be 
unsolved.  We studied the consequences of RAOM by using both auditory event-related potentials (ERPs) and 
behavioural measures. 
 
Methods: The ERPs were recorded from 20 children (22–26 months) with RAOM and 19 age-matched controls. Stimuli 
were Finnish syllables /ke:/ and /pi:/ as standards and their variants with changes in frequency, intensity, vowel, 
consonant, and vowel duration as deviants. The P1, N2, and mismatch negativity (MMN) responses were analyzed. 
Speech production was transcribed from the unstructured child-parent play situation. 
Results: The age-typical P1 and N2 responses were found in both groups. However, the frequency and vowel MMN 
amplitudes were increased and the frequency MMN latency was shortened in children with RAOM. Furthermore, the 
frequency MMN amplitude lateralized to the left hemisphere in children with RAOM instead of a right-hemispheric 
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lateralization found in the controls. Children with RAOM also showed a more anterior MMN amplitude scalp distribution 
for the intensity change than the controls, and their MMN amplitude elicited by consonant change was evenly 
distributed while the controls had a left-side preponderant lateralization. 
 
Conclusions: ERP results suggest that childhood RAOM does not affect the central auditory pathway integrity or sound 
encoding but may lead to aberrant preattentive discrimination of sound features. These findings and preliminary results 
of speech production skills will be discussed in the presentation. 
 
 
Elina Niemitalo-Haapola, Sini Haapala, Teija Kujala & Eira Jansson-Verkasalo 
Noise dampens speech-sound discrimination in toddlers 
 
Aims: In order to learn language, the child needs to be able to discriminate speech-sounds pre-attentively to categorise 
phonemes. Unfortunately, many children are continuously exposed to high background-noise levels, which is shown to 
degrade pre-attentive auditory discrimination in adults. As there are no earlier studies on the topic with children, the 
aim of the current study was to evaluate the effects of noise on pre-attentive speech-sound discrimination in toddlers. 
 
Methods: The participants were 22 to 26 months old typically developing monolingual children with no family history 
of language impairments or dyslexia. The pre-attentive discrimination of vowel and consonant changes was evaluated 
by recording mismatch negativity (MMN), one of the event-related potentials, in silent and with added background-
noise. The stimuli were presented with the linguistic multi-feature MMN paradigm. 
Results: The results showed significant noise induced changes in pre-attentive speech-sound discrimination. Firstly, in 
the noise condition there was no MMN response for the vowel changes. Secondly, the MMN was diminished for the 
consonant changes in the noise. 
 
Conclusion: The noise dampens the pre-attentive speech-sound discrimination essential for speech perception and 
linguistic development. Thus, the background-noise levels in children’s environments should be decreased by acoustical 
and functional means in order to provide optimal conditions for linguistic development. To this end, various 
professionals responsible for children’s environments, like daycare center personnel and architectures, should be 
informed of effects of noise and different means to decrease noise levels. 
 
Eira Jansson-Verkasalo 
Factors associated with developmental stuttering 
 
Aims:  Recent theoretical conceptualizations suggest that dysfluencies in stuttering may arise from several factors, one 
of them being atypical auditory processing, partly linked to temperament. The main purpose of the present study was 
to investigate whether central auditory discrimination and auditory set shifting, linked to temperament, are affected in 
children who stutter (CWS). 
 
Methods: Participants were 16 CWS, and 16 typically developing children (TDC) with fluent speech. Event-related 
potentials (ERPs) for syllables and syllable changes [consonant, vowel, vowel-duration, frequency (F0), and intensity 
changes], critical in speech perception and language development of CWS (N=10) were compared to those of TDC 
(N=12). Furthermore, auditory set shifting was measured by using the Amsterdam Neuropsychological Tasks (ANT) 
assessment method in CWS (N=16) and in the matched TDC (N=16). 
Results: The Mismatch Negativity (MMN) amplitude was significantly smaller in CWS than in TDC.  For TDC all deviants 
of the linguistic multifeature paradigm elicited significant MMN amplitudes, comparable with the results found earlier 
with the same paradigm in 6-year-old children. In contrast, only the duration change elicited a significant MMN in CWS. 
Similarly, our preliminary results on auditory set shifting tasks showed that CWS perform significantly worse than the 
matched TDC. 
 
Conclusions: The results showed that central auditory processing, partly linked to temperamental aspects, is atypical in 
CWS. This may partly be due to the genetics and party to the experience. These findings should be taken into 
consideration in everyday life, rehabilitation and education. 
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Multiple perspectives to childhood studies 
Chair: Pam Whitty 

 
Signe Juhl Møller 
An experimental inquiry into the development of creative imagination 
 
This presentation concludes on a four-month experimental play project studying preschool children’s (five year olds) 
development of creative imagination. Play offers a possibility for the child to experience creative acts as carried out in 
and valued by a playgroup. To explore ways to support the development of playful initiatives children have been playing 
with two types of play material (social fantasy toys and creative construction toys). Children’s attitude toward playfully 
exploring the possibilities of the two types of toy in the same-toy pre and post setting was observed to be related to 
the toy variations. The concept of transgression has been brought forth to capture change. Different types of toys, have 
been found to vary in respect to offering access to shared creative experience. When analysing the dynamics of play 
from the child’s perspective, playfulness has been used to explore the development of playful initiatives. The richness 
of the play scenarios is argued to be central in the development of a playful attitude in children.  
 
Anne Greve & Knut Olav Kristensen 
Teachers’ participation in children’s dramatic play in a Norwegian kindergarten 
 
Although most teachers agree upon dramatic play as the most important activity for children, the time for children’s 
dramatic play in the ECEC seems to be decreasing due to a growing emphasize on literacy and numeracy skills. 
 
Our paper presents an ongoing project where the aim is to investigate how dramatic play in small groups of children 
and one teacher may increase the quality of dramatic play and the teacher’s understanding of dramatic play culture. 
The theoretical framework is based upon the research of Faith Guss (2003) and her understanding of aesthetical 
competences. Dramatic play is seen as a collective aesthetical production, where children exchange dramatic ideas in 
order to create dramatic stories. 
 
The project is developed together with teachers in Norwegian kindergartens with a design inspired by action research. 
The teachers organize play groups (2-4 children), write or record notes about their experiences and discuss this with 
the researchers at monthly meetings. 
 
The preliminary results show that the teachers in the project pay more attention to the children’s play than before. The 
results also reveal that there are challenges with regard to the organization of the play groups due to the number of 
children and obligatory activities like literacy groups and preschool groups that occupy the day schedule. But the results 
also show that when the teachers succeed in organizing play groups with few children, the teachers seem to learn to 
know the children in a different way by getting close to each child. 
 
Jane A Brown & Hamish Ross 
Responsible citizens or confident bundles of enthusiasm? Scottish teachers’ views about participation across school 
transitions 
 
It is well established that negotiating school transitions is a critical and significant point in many Northern childhoods. 
To date, there has been considerable interest in the impact of school transitions on children’s  
achievement (Topping et al. 2007), their well-being (Graham and Hill, 2003) and peer relationships (Weller, 2007). 
Presently however, very little is known about pupil participation and responsibility in primary school as compared with 
the beginning of secondary schooling.  This paper examines teacher's’ accounts of children's participatory 
competence across the transition between primary and secondary schools located in Scotland.  Based on research 
involving over fifty semi-structured interviews with teachers, it demonstrates how teacher discourses regarding 
responsibility and participation in childhood differed markedly between institutional settings and their 
respective participatory cultures and curriculum imperatives. As a result we found that younger primary-aged children 
(i.e. 10 and 11 years of age) were constituted as active and competent citizens, fulfilling a multitude of responsible roles 
within the primary school context. By  contrast, in secondary schools teachers were more likely to express limited views 
regarding the participatory potential of young people  (aged over 12 years of age), and as requiring encouragement in 
order  to develop self-governance and independence.  Consequently a key aim of this paper will be to address this 
difference and in doing so will explore explanations for these contrasting teacher attitudes and values regarding the 
competencies of children. 
 
  



35 
 

Doreen Cerny 
Childhood knowledge as an „active player“ – a discourse about habitus in educational contexts 
 
This presentation want to widen out the scientific point of childhood knowledge around the professional angle (e.g. for 
teacher) and want to discuss this projection in a critical way. This idea was arise out of the discourse about ambiguity 
in pedagogical-professional contexts (e.g. migration or poverty in schools). The „discourse about ambiguity“indeed is a 
classic-issue in postmodern system theories and is discussed in the last 15 years in the scientific community (e.g. 
HELSPER, 2008). But apart from: Childhood knowledge deals with occupational identity and with potential paradoxes, 
but it isn’t hardly considered. So it deals with the question: What do to with childhood-scientific-material (e.g. narratives 
of pupils) in professional fields (values in education/ethical questions)? 
 
There are two steps to examine the issue: (1) the theoretical framing is carried out about theories of profession with 
the actor-network-theorie (e.g. LATOUR) and will be translated in presentation in issue about „handling“childhood 
knowledge that brought through narratives (e.g. pictures, foto, spoken material). (2) Due to the fact, that the 
relationship between childhood knowledge and teacher/educator is focused, it would also be discussed which role 
childhood knowledge could play to create or foreclose professional self-insurance in sense of professional habitus (e.g. 
biographical issuses of teacher). The big question isn’t only how could teacher/educator interact with narrativs of 
children but also: What do the narrative with teacher themselves – in which way is a narrativ from a child an active 
player? How could the relationship between the triple-function of childhood-narratives – KNOWLEDGE-AGENCY-
HABITUS – can be understood?  
 
 

Values education in Nordic preschools 1 
Chair: Eva Johansson 

 
Elisabeth Ianke Mørkeseth & Berit Tofteland 
Participatory Action Research in Values Education 
 
The aim of this study is to investigate how practitioners talk about- and communicate values in interaction with children. 
The study is part of a NordForsk project with an overall aim to deepen understanding of the fostering of values in Nordic 
preschools. The theoretical framework is based on Habermas` (1995) concepts life-world and system, and his theory 
about communicative and strategic actions. The study is informed by an action research model (Greenwood & Lewin, 
2007). 
 
In the Norwegian part of the study, seven preschools have been involved. Within the action research processes the 
practitioners and the researchers are involved in a close collaboration. The practitioners’ role is to identify issues that 
need to be developed and to work towards the developmental process in the preschool. The researcher’s role is to 
initiate, challenge and encourage the practitioners to reflect upon values. 
 
In their discussion of Participatory Action Research, Kemmis & McTaggart (2005)  highlights the importance of  “building 
conditions under which people can investigate their own professional fields or community circumstances to develop 
communicative power and strengthen their collective capacity" (p. 598).  The aim of this paper is to discuss this 
requirement based on the data constructed in the Norwegian study. How does our project respond to these 
requirements? Can we identify aspects of communicative power and collective capacity building in our data? How can 
Participatory Action Research contribute to a clearer understanding of Values Education, and improve the participant’s 
practices in the area of values education in preschools? 
 
Ingibjörg Ó. Sigurðardóttir & Johanna Einarsdottir 
Values Education in an Icelandic Preschool 
 
The paper discusses an ongoing collaborative action research project on values education in one preschool in Reykjavik. 
The aim of the project was to work in collaboration with preschool educators to deepen understanding of institutional 
fostering of values in Icelandic preschools. Further to develop research methods to identify the values they find 
important and to develop and implement values education in their programs. 
 
The focus of the presentation will be on the process of the study that was divided into preparation period, 
implementation, data gathering, reflection, evaluation and presentations. Ethical issues and dilemmas will be discussed. 
 
During the preparation period the preschool educators participated in intensive meetings where they identified the 
values that they found important and wanted to work with during the study period. They made the decision to focus 
on respect, care and discipline. 
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During the implementation period data is gathered through; interviews, focus groups, observations, video recordings 
and diaries. Regular meetings are held where opportunity is provided for discussion and reflections. 
Effectiveness of this type of research for the participants will be discussed. That is, for the participating schools, the 
university, the teachers, and the university staff. 
 
 
Anna-Maija Puroila, Eila Estola & Annu Haho 
Between individual and collective narratives: the dialogical process of talking about values 
 
Values and values education appear as an under-represented area in early childhood education research – even though 
values form a crucial part of educational work. In this study, values are understood as basic principles that guide 
educators’ action and by which actions are judged to be good, right, or appropriate (Halstead & Taylor, 2000). The paper 
is based on a collaborative action research project with practitioners from four day care centers, located in northern 
Finland. The project aims to promote the practitioners’ recognition of values and their developmental work in values 
education. The theoretical and methodological framework of the project is based on a combination of narrative 
approach and participatory action research methodology. In this paper, we explore how the practitioners tell about 
their values in the beginning of the developmental project. The research material consists of four group interviews with 
13 practitioners. The material was analyzed through a dialogical analysis of narratives, the focus of which is on the 
interactional processes of narration rather than on the contents of the narratives (Riessman, 2008). At this phase of the 
study, we are especially interested in the construction of individuality and collectivity through the narratives. How do 
the practitioners shift their position between individual narratives (“I”), common narratives (“We”), and excluding 
narratives (“They”)? The preliminary findings are discussed. 
 
Elina Viljamaa, Susanna Kinnunen & Anna-Maija Puroila 
Beyond children's voices 
 
In recent years, researchers have been interested in children’s perspectives.  There is a large body of research, 
highlighting “active and competent children”, seeking children’s viewpoints and bringing out their voices.  Is it possible 
for adults to “give a voice” for children? Is there a danger of too simplistic assumptions according to which research 
directly represents children’s lives and thoughts?  What is the function of adults when producing knowledge about 
children’s lives? In our presentation, we focus on adult’s role in childhood research. We reflect on questions that rose 
from our previous studies (Viljamaa 2012, Kinnunen & Einarsdottir 2012, Puroila 2014) and which also inspire our 
current work when studying values and value education in preschools (ValuEd). We aim to deepen our theoretical 
understanding about adult’s role when doing research with children. Merleau-Ponty (2002) argues that even scientific 
knowledge is founded on our own experiences.  Bachtin (1986) writes how one’s “own voice” includes other people’s 
voices and cultural voices.  Further, childhood can be understood as a fruitful reflective surface for adults (Bardy 2009). 
Children’s ways of living appear familiar to us because we all have once “been there”, in childhood (Philo 2003). 
However, at the same time adulthood means a distance from childhood (Jones 2003). Adults are an inevitable part of 
childhood research. It is a challenge and a possibility. These notions compel us to go beyond the idea of children’s voices 
and to critically re-consider how children and adults make sense of the world and themselves together. 
 
 

Vulnerable childhoods 1 
Chair: Rachel Brophy 

 
Johanna Higgs 
Transitions from childhood: Child combatants of the Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias de Colombia (FARC) 
 
Understandings of child soldiers have been largely shaped by contemporary Western humanitarian discourses. There 
has been limited research that has examined the experiences of child soldiers and what they perceive as the root causes 
of war as well as what keeps them in conflict, particularly in varying cultural contexts. In fact, little attention has been 
paid to experiences and interpretations of child combatants in general. Global humanitarian discourse on child soldiers 
may obscure local understandings and experiences of military recruitment and thus be obscuring how we can develop 
new methods to protect children from violence and forced recruitment. Taking a phenomenological approach and using 
‘life worlds’ as a theoretical construct I seek to understand how the world of a child is structured by their political, 
economic, social and cultural environment and how children themselves understand their worlds in both a civilian 
context and a militarized context. Such understandings may shed light on how children are able to kill and commit 
crimes against others, the particular meanings that children formerly involved in war may attach to those conditions, 
and finally the tactics and strategies young people adopt in those circumstances. Through such understandings we can 
work towards creating safer environments for children. 
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Outi Kauko 
Loneliness as part of migration? Approaching unaccompanied asylum-seeking children’s experiences 
 
Presentation is based on the third sub-study which is part of my larger doctoral thesis dealing with children’s loneliness 
in different family constellations. The sub-study is about unaccompanied asylum-seeking children who are often lost 
most of the previous relationships at least temporarily. Most of such children coming to Finland have fled from a state 
of war or armed conflicts. In Finland, to make and maintain their relationships is complicated because minors are waiting 
for their asylum decision in a series of temporary residences. Data consist of interviews with 12 children and adolescents 
ages 5–18 who have living experiences from under-age housing unit and who had already obtained a residence permit 
or asylum in Finland. At the time of interviews they had lived in Finland from one year to 16 years and had experienced 
at least one change of residence, half of them had lived at least in three different places in Finland. Five of the 
interviewed had also lived in other countries than Finland or their country of origin. All of them still lived separated from 
their parents. However in my presentation I approach children’s loneliness and their everyday life through their housing 
contexts and experiences of living in different places. I consider what and how unaccompanied asylum-seeking children 
talk about loneliness on interviews. 
 
Sirkka Komulainen 
The ‘social’, ‘sociological’ and practical in research with young children with multiple and profound disabilities 
 
This paper revisits a sociological PhD research project conducted in the UK in the early 2000s with an updated 
commentary. The social constructionist and ethnomethodologically informed ethnographic study was concerned with 
communication difficulties of young disabled children who received various therapeutic services. Reflecting the policy 
and sociological interests at the time, adopting the Social model of disability instead of the Medical model, as well as 
agency- and voice-approaches were important starting points for the research. 
 
Since then, moves can be and have been made away from sharp juxtapositions between different Models, and there 
are indeed a range of approaches to disability and childhood studies. Yet it is argued, the need for defining and 
reiterating the ‘social’ and the ‘sociological’ remains, taking into account what is practically achievable in research with 
children who have multiple and profound disabilities, with a particular reference to (minority) rights -based arguments. 
 
Vanessa Lockyer-Stevens 
Detached and Distant: Dealing with the dead in PICU 
 
Nurses are pivotal in shaping the memories of the bereaved. Breaking bad news to families in ways that reduce survivor 
morbidity requires significant skill.  Despite this knowledge Wells (1996) states that even the most ‘highly skilled critical 
care nurse’s feel uncomfortable and ineffective when faced with the death of a child’.  Hazinski (2004) claims that some 
paediatric intensive care nurses (PICU) demonstrate ‘ambivalent feelings towards families of sick children’ which may 
be assigned to their own subjective feelings about the child and family.  White (1995) concurs indicating that nurses’ 
who distance themselves from difficult situations may be in ‘accord with professional objectivity but make for a cold 
and unsupportive relationship’.  Regrettably, this may account for some reports from bereaved families that they 
‘consider the information or counselling they receive to be inadequate or even harmful’ (Campbell & Glasper 2007). 
 
Brown and Sefansky (1995) identify stress as a causative factor influencing nurses’ detached behaviour in PICU.  They 
indicate that staff, stressed by their surroundings find it ‘difficult to connect with those around them, and can easily fall 
into a pattern of protective withdrawal’. This paper explores the emotional labour involved in dealing with grief 
reactions following child death in paediatric intensive care. 
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Parallel sessions 3: Thursday 11.00-12.30 
 

Childhood and moral values 
Chair: Aino Ritala-Koskinen 

 
Eran Hakim  
No way out: being socially rejected in school  
 
“If you are writing, I want you to write about this, so people would know” – “What do you want me to write?” – “What 
happens to me in my life, that they [the other children] do not treat me well [pause] so people would understand how 
it’s like to be a child“. Social rejection among children is a well-known phenomenon. Research shows every 1 in 5-10 
children suffers from social rejection at any given time. However, little research has been conducted into the ways 
children themselves experience, understand and contextualize social rejection. The presentation will be based on 
ethnographic field work with 4th and 5th grade children at a school located in the city of Tel Aviv, mainly hosting children 
from lower-middle class households. During the ethnography I observed two cases of social rejection. In the first case, 
the child is suffering continuously from social violence, apparent in a myriad of situations: when asking to borrow school 
equipment, when others ask her, when children bring snacks to school, while standing in queue during lunch time, and 
while playing in the yard during recess, among other examples. In the second case the rejection was temporary: it 
started during the ethnography and lasted for three weeks only. The main focus of the presentation will be on the lived 
experience of social rejection and on children’s understanding of social out casting. It will also address the various 
contexts in which social rejection operates: school as a semi-totalitarian institution; children’s dependence on adults; 
how adults take action (or don’t take action); the social structure and culture of this group children; and so forth. 
 
Satu Valkonen 
Social Emotional Assets Empowering Resilience in Digital Childhood 
 
The understanding of the meanings, uses, and impacts of the media in the lives of children has an ever greater role in 
parenting and education. There is widespread concern over the influence of media on the well-being of children. 
Present-day children need to get along the diverse risks concerning privacy, sexting and grooming, online cruelty and 
bullying when participating contemporary culture. It is necessary to examine protective factors that help children 
overcome adverse conditions at a time of digital era. 
 
Resilience theory is focused on positive development and good outcomes in spite of the exposure to risks. Resilient 
children act well, establish positive relationships with adults and peers, generate alternative solutions to problems, have 
a sense of his/hers identity and ability to exert control over the environment. For the scope of this paper, the resilience 
refers to ethical thinking, social competence, self-efficacy and autonomy. Resilient children can deal risks and adversity 
in life well despite their exposure to diverse challenges they encounter when using media. 
 
This research is intended to answer two basic questions: what protective factors may be nurtured to empower the 
resilience in digital childhood and how. In order to answer the above research questions, 12 preschools are required to 
pilot project. Next, exercises to enhance social emotional assets needed in digital childhood are developed together 
with kindergarten teachers and children. The purpose is to produce research- and evidence-based methods for parents 
and pedagogues to empower the resilience and promote positive development. 
 
Cecilie Boge 
Bullying as an expression of Norwegian children’s alleged moral decline during the late 1970s and early 1980s 
 
Throughout the 1970s the concept of bullying was entrenched as one of the major social problems among Norwegian 
schoolchildren. In the mid-1970s, conservative politicians began asserting that children’s moral values were in decline, 
and towards the end of the 1970s and early 1980s the alleged moral decline was stated as a fact by most politicians, 
teachers, educators and researchers, as well as the general public. This, in turn, caused much debate in Norwegian 
newspapers and professional journals about moral decline and “a paradise lost.” The decline, it was argued, had several 
widely different reasons; urbanisation, changing family structures, working mothers, kindergartens, children’s lack of 
contact with grown-ups, television and videos, and not to mention radical pedagogical ideas and the alleged failure of 
the Norwegian Labour Party’s school policy during the 1970s. 
 
In this paper I will show how bullying became part of this debate on moral decline and how bullying became a political 
matter early in the 1980s. How was this problem addressed in Norwegian politics and what was done? 
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Children's participation 2 
Chair: Tomi Kiilakoski 

 
 
Outi Kanste, Nina Halme & Marja-Leena Perälä 
Viidesluokkalaisten lasten osallisuus ja vaikutusmahdollisuudet koulussa 
 
Tutkimuksessa kuvataan viidesluokkalaisten lasten näkemyksiä a) osallisuudesta itseä koskevaan päätöksentekoon 
koulussa (kuulluksi tuleminen, kannustuksen ja rohkaisun saaminen, kohtelu) sekä b) vaikutusmahdollisuuksista luokka- 
ja kouluyhteisön toimintaan. Lisäksi tarkastellaan tekijöitä, jotka ovat yhteydessä osallisuuden ja 
vaikutusmahdollisuuksien toteutumiseen koulussa. 
 
Tutkimusaineisto kerättiin sähköisellä kyselyllä viidesluokkalaisilta koko maasta keväällä 2013. Jokaisesta Suomen 
kunnasta valittiin tutkimukseen yksi suomenkielinen viides luokka. Poikkileikkausaineisto muodostui 3 371 
viidesluokkalaisen vastauksesta. 
 
Viidesluokkalaisista tytöistä ja pojista suurin osa koki, että opettajat kuuntelevat heitä usein tai melko usein, kun heillä 
on asiaa. Harvemmin he saivat opettajalta kannustusta ja rohkaisua. Tytöt olivat poikia useammin sitä mieltä, että 
kohtelu oli reilua ja tasa-arvoista. 
 
Viidesluokkalaisilla oli jonkin verran tai melko vähän vaikutusmahdollisuuksia luokka- tai kouluyhteisön toimintaan. 
Poikien mielestä vaikutusmahdollisuudet olivat hieman paremmat kuin tyttöjen mielestä. Eniten oli mahdollisuuksia 
vaikuttaa kiusaamisen ehkäisemiseen ja selvittämiseen sekä koulun juhlien ja tapahtumien suunnitteluun sekä vähiten 
koulupäivän ja oppituntien sisällön suunnitteluun. 
 
Vaikutusmahdollisuudet olivat sitä paremmat mitä useammin opettajilta saatiin kannustusta ja rohkaisua, mitä 
useammin lapset tulivat kuulluiksi sekä mitä useammin koettiin, että opettajat kohtelevat lapsia reilusti ja tasa-
arvoisesti. Vaikutusmahdollisuudet olivat paremmat silloin kun lapsi tuli hyvin toimeen koulukavereiden ja opettajien 
kanssa sekä pärjäsi ja viihtyi koulussa hyvin. Vaikutusmahdollisuudet olivat hyvät, kun luokassa oli sellainen ilmapiiri, 
jossa uskaltaa sanoa mielipiteensä. 
 
Mitä paremmat olivat viidesluokkalaisten vaikutusmahdollisuudet luokka- ja kouluyhteisön toimintaan, sitä 
aktiivisemmin lasten vanhemmat osallistuivat koulun toimintaan, kuten vanhempainiltoihin, opettajan tapaamisiin ja 
erilaisiin koulun tapahtumiin. 
 
Lasten osallisuuden ja vaikutusmahdollisuuksien tukemiseksi koulussa on tarpeen kiinnittää huomiota yhteisöllisen 
toimintakulttuurin rakentamiseen: kuulluksi tulemiseen, reiluun ja tasa-arvoiseen kohteluun, kannustamiseen ja 
rohkaisemiseen, ilmapiiriin sekä muiden kanssa toimeen tulemiseen. 
 
Kati Honkanen & Jaana Poikolainen 
Lasten määrittelyä hyvinvoinnista - kontekstina sosiaalisesti ja fyysisesti erityyppiset asuinalueet 
 
Hankkeessa ”Asuinalue lapsiperheiden kokemana - hyvinvointi haasteellisessa ympäristössä” (ASLAKO 2013-2015) 
etsitään vastauksia siihen mitä asioita perheiden jäsenet, tässä erityisesti lapset itse määrittelevät hyvinvointiin 
kuuluvan ja millaiseksi he kokevat hyvinvointinsa tilan. Tutkimuksen väljänä teoreettisena kehyksenä toimii dynaaminen 
ekologinen malli (Bronfenbrenner & Evans 2000), jonka mukaan kasvuympäristöön liittyvillä tekijöillä on tärkeä merkitys 
lasten kasvuprosessissa. Keskeisiä käsitteitä ovat subjektiivinen hyvinvointi (Bradshaw, Geung, Rees & Hardugan 2011) 
ja hyvinvointioppiminen (Rimpelä 2013). Subjektiivisuus viittaa tutkimuksen lapsinäkökulmaiseen toteutukseen, 
hyvinvointioppiminen liitetään hyvinvoinnin oppimiseen eri konteksteissa. Tutkimusaineistot on kerätty kahdella 
sosiaalisesti ja fyysisesti erityyppisellä asuinalueella kolmesta perusopetusta antavasta alakoulusta. 
 
Tutkimusaineistoa on hankittu monimenetelmälliseen tutkimusmetodologiaan perustuen eri menetelmillä. Esityksessä 
tarkastellaan lähemmin yhden koulun 1.-4. -luokkalaisten lasten käsityksiä heidän hyvinvoinnistaan ja asuinalueestaan. 
Lisäksi esitellään vuonna 2011 lapsinäkökulmaisesti toteutetun Lasten Ikihyvä -hyvinvointikyselyn (N=385) tuloksia 
ASLAKO -hankkeen kohdealueilta. Tutkimuksessa tarkastellaan ja verrataan vastaajaryhmittäin asioita, joita lapset 
pitivät tärkeinä hyvinvoinnilleen. Erityisen merkityksellisenä lapset kokivat turvallisen perheen ja kodin, lasta tukevan 
ja kannattelevan vanhemmuuden, ystävät ja kaverit, hyvän koulun ja opetuksen sekä ravinnon. Elinympäristön merkitys 
hyvinvoinnille vaikuttaa olevan lapsille vähäisempi kuin mitä ennalta oletettiin. Kuitenkin erityyppisillä asuinalueilla 
asuvilla lapsilla hyvinvointia tuottavat tekijät painottuivat eri tavoin, esimerkiksi eniten yksinäisyyttä ja vähiten tukevaa 
vanhemmuutta kokivat lapset, jotka asuvat matalien taloudellisten ja koulutusresurssien alueella. Tähän ryhmään 
kuuluvat lapset suhtautuivat kuitenkin kouluun positiivisimmin. 
 
 



40 
 

Piia Manninen, Marja-Leena Laakso & Leena Turja 
Lasten osallisuus tarinataikurituokioilla vuorovaikutuksessa aikuisen kanssa 
 
Esityksessä tarkastellaan pienten lasten osallisuuden tapoja ja niihin kytkeytyvää aikuisen toimintaa tarinatuokioilla. 
Kiinnostuksen kohteena oli selvittää, millaista vaihtelua lasten osallisuudessa on havaittavissa ja millä eri tavoilla 
aikuisen käyttäytyminen mukautuu lapsen toimintaan. Tuokioita varten kehitettiin Tarinataikuri -menetelmä, jonka 
tavoitteena on kunnioittaa pienille lapsille ominaisia kommunikointitapoja ja rohkaista heidän osallisuuttaan. 
Menetelmää sovellettiin ja aineistoa koottiin kahdessa eri kontekstissa: lasten psykologisessa kuntoutuksessa sekä 

vuorohoidossa. Tuokioille osallistui 46 -vuotiaita lapsia kaikkiaan 23 ja he kertoivat yhteensä 75 tarinaa.  
 
Tarinataikurituokio on menetelmä, jossa kuvien ja leikin avulla lapsi yhdessä aikuisen kanssa rakentaa tarinaa jostain 
arkisesta sosiaalisesta tilanteesta. Jokaisen tarinan perustaksi on piirretty kuva, joka esittää ratkaistavan 
vuorovaikutuksellisen ristiriitatilanteen. Kuvakorttien ja draamaleikkivälineiden lisäksi menetelmään kuuluvat 
tunnekortit, joiden avulla lapsen kanssa keskustellaan tilanteiden herättämistä tunteista sekä käsinukke, jonka avulla 
kerrottua tarinaa ja sen ”opetusta” on mahdollista pohtia.  
 
Kerrottujen tarinoiden analyysi tuotti kolme erilaista tapaa, miten lapset ovat osallisina: monipuolinen, 
leikkiorientoitunut ja pidättyvä tarinankerronta. Tarinatuokioilla aikuisen ja lapsen toiminta kietoutuivat toisiinsa ja 
olivat osin toisiaan täydentäviä. Lapsen ollessa hyvin aktiivinen, aikuisen toiminta oli vähemmän keskiössä kun taas 
pidättyvän lapsen kanssa aikuinen oli aktiivinen osapuoli yrittäen rohkaista ja edesauttaa lapsen osallisuutta. 
Havaintojemme mukaan mahdollisuus ilmaista itseään toiminnallisesti leikin avulla rikastutti lapsen kerrontaa ja lisäsi 
aktiivisuutta. Myös ikä näytti vaikuttavan lapsen tapaan olla osallisena. Valtaosa kuusivuotiaiden lasten tarinoista edusti 
monipuolista kerrontaa, kun pidättyvä tapa oli yleisempi nuorempien lasten kohdalla. Tuloksemme ohjaavat 
päättelemään, että lapsen osallisuutta tukevia menetelmiä tulee kehittää jatkossakin, sillä ne tuovat lapsen äänen 
kuuluville. Samalla tulisi kuitenkin kohdentaa tutkimusta siihen, miten ja millaista lapsen osallisuutta ne käytännössä 
tuottavat.  
 
Elina Stenvall 
Lasten arkipoliittisen toimijuuden arvo 
 
Jos lasten osallisuutta ja osallistumista tarkastellaan yhteiskunnallisena kysymyksenä, huomio kiinnitetään usein 
demokratiakasvatukseen ja erilaisiin hankkeisiin ja niiden mahdollisuuksiin antaa lapsille osallisuuden kokemuksia ja 
yhteiskunnallisia taitoja. Käännän väitöskirjassani katseen kohti lasten arkista toimintaa ja tarkastelen lasten osallisuutta 
ja osallistumista arkipoliittisena toimijuutena. Kysyn miten lapset yhteiskunnallistuvat, millaisia osallisuustaitoja ja -
kokemuksia on löydettävissä lasten arjesta? Miten ja missä lapset toimivat ja osallistuvat? Millaisia  
piirteitä osallisuuskeskusteluun voidaan saada lasten arkista toimijuutta tarkastelemalla? Väitöskirjani on osa Suomen 
Akatemian Lasten ja nuorten hyvinvointi ja terveys (SkidiKids) -tutkimusohjelman hankkeita Lasten marginalisaation 
ehkäisy paikkalähtöisen osallistumisen keinoin (SA134949) ja Lasten ja nuorten marginalisaatioriskin hallinta varhaisen 
tunnistamisen avulla (SA264436).  
 
Esityksessäni esittelen tarkemmin sekä yhteiskunnallistumisen että arkipoliittisen toimijuuden käsiteittä, ja niiden arvoa 
puhuttaessa yhteiskunnallisesta osallisuudesta ja osallistumisesta. Esittelen käsitteellistykseni tässä hetkessä lapsille 
tärkeistä osallisuuskokemuksista ja poliittisen toimijuuden muodoista, jotka ovat merkityksellisiä myös yhteiskunnan 
kannalta, kun lapset kasvavat kohti aikuisuutta ja täyttä kansalaisuutta. Esityksessäni keskityn tutkimukseni alustaviin 
tuloksiin pohtien millaisia yhteiskunnallisestikin merkittäviä taitoja lapset oppivat arjessaan? Millainen arvo tällaiselle 
arkielämän toiminnalle annetaan? Entä millaisia kokemuksia lapset saavat ja missä he toimivat?  
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Comparing nature-based practices: Exploring the roles of listening, looking and tasting 
Chair: Clare Nugent 

 
This session brings together different perspectives from European countries to explore nature-based practice and 
considers how culturally situated practice can be understood when comparisons are made between and across 
experiences.  A main theme underpinning this session is that local, social and cultural contexts appear to influence 
pedagogy across examples. 
 
Clare Nugent 
Comparing nature-based practice: insights from three Nature Kindergartens 
 
This research brings together different perspectives from northern European countries to explore nature-based practice 
and considers how culturally situated practice can be understood when comparisons are made between and across 
experiences.  A main thread that links each setting is that local, social and cultural contexts appear to influence practices.  
 
Nature-based practice is founded on the belief that an exposure to nature offers qualities that feeds development both 
during childhood and in later life. To this end, nature-based practitioners covet the use of nature as educator and this 
was a central tenet of the multicase study that looked at three nature kindergartens in Scotland, Denmark and Finland. 
Observation and interview data was collected (over 12 visits, one per setting per season) and employed a seasonal lens 
to record activities.  The case study methodology was sophisticated to document whether learning possibilities afforded 
by the natural environment can be differentiated by or aligned to the wider cultural and societal aspects of context 
 
Whilst children’s participation and sensorial experiences are at the forefront of nature-based practices, debate is on-
going as to the ways in which adults enact and thus shape human-nature interactions. Within and across the three 
nature kindergartens, the use of a Bourdieuian framing conceptualises adult and child as more than mere participants 
of nature kindergartens and considers how features of the natural environment are understood and used is subject to 
the perceiver’s and its caregiver’s culturally situated human-nature relations. 
 
For this session, particular regard is given to contrasting the contribution of, to coin a term, eatable affordances. Such 
contributions are specific and can be viewed as situated within an individual and collective habitus. 
 
Sarah MacQuarrie 
Making the most of learning: the value of consulting and listening to children within an outdoor learning project. 
 
In the UK teachers and practitioners are increasingly being encouraged to embrace outdoor learning. This study looked 
at how teachers, education professionals and others invested in children’s upbringing can make the most of learning 
that takes place outdoors. 
 
The relationship between children and their peers, and children and adults involved in learning was signalled as a vital 
part of experience.  Open-ended measures were developed and collated to offer a project pack comprising three stages.  
Part 1 aimed to develop understanding of how going outside provides opportunities for learning. It asked practitioners 
to progress through specific steps, including drawing their, or part of their, outdoor space, examining their learning 
objectives in relation to indoor and outdoor spaces. Part 2 focused on the learning climate, and encouraged 
practitioners to consult and listen to children’s contributions and centralise children’s opinions within learning. Part 3, 
the final section included material that prompted practitioners to examine the connections made between learning so 
as to extend learning opportunities.   
 
15 practitioners from 9 settings participated. Some settings provided completed pack/s, but more than one staff 
member was involved in the project, allowing for optimal implementation of the project within settings.  Timing and 
duration of participation was arranged on a case-by-case basis, with a minimum of 3 to a maximum of 9 months 
involvement.  
 
Practitioners reported on their development activities, personal reflections, and alterations to their teaching and 
learning strategies and recorded data that ranged from positive cases to challenges occurring within their practice. 
Project materials were applied in different ways with encouraging outcomes. Findings indicate that going outside 
regularly, engaging with natural materials, learning through purposeful experiences are seen as contributors to effective 
practice, which can address the curriculum. 
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Mari Parikka-Nihti 
What benefits are there for working with nature in preschool? 
 
Historically, environmental education has been a significant part of early education in Finland. That said, much present 
day policy documents do not support this work with children. At this time it seems that more and more families are 
receding from being in nature and this signifies a change in cultural practices. Since 2005, Mari Parikka-Nihti has worked 
as a pedagogue with a nature-based group for kindergarten aged children.  The group, based in the town of 
Hämeenlinna, is one of nine similar groups that have been developed in recent years, in an attempt to address this 
decline. Mari offers the pedagogue’s view and this part of the presentation will focus on both a wider Finnish 
perspective and a local view that concerns outdoor learning and, in particular forest kindergarten practices. 
 
For reasons beyond the health benefits, we should include environmental education and value nature practices for early 
childhood education. Such practice is a foundation of Finnish heritage. A pre-school year in the forest has indicated that 
such experiences contribute to a transition to school and the aforementioned ”Forest Group” can be discussed 
alongside a comparable ’Indoor Group” based at the same institution.  Findings will be presented, in particular, regards 
care for the natural environment, social skills and risk-taking behaviours. This inquiry will be part of a new early 
childhood environmental education book, written in collaboration with the University of Helsinki, due for publication in 
May 2014. 
 
 

Early childhood education 2 
Chair: Niina Rutanen 

 
Mari Vuorisalo 
Inequality in preschool: A Bourdieusian Analysis 
 
In this paper the institution of early childhood education in Finland is analysed as a social field and children’s activities 
in the preschool are conceptualized as a social practice within a Bourdieusian frame. By adopting Bourdieu’s set of 
relationally linked concepts the paper aims to give an insight into the interaction in day-care. 
 
The daily practice of early childhood settings is understood and explained by locating the agents in the preschool field 
and by investigating the structure of relations that both differentiate and connect them, and the “game” taking place 
in the field. Two subfields within a local setting are distinguished: one constituted of children and their interrelations, 
and the other one of children in relations with adult staff in the day-care setting. In their daily intersections their 
different logics of action are seen to interrelate, resulting in differential positioning of the children. 
 
The aim of this paper is to show how an analysis of preschool interaction in terms of Bourdieu’s conceptualization 
enables the identification of everyday struggles involving children in the preschool field, and how such struggles are 
constitutive of social and cultural practices that produce inequalities between children. The study is based on extensive 
ethnographic fieldwork in one Finnish preschool. A consistently relational analysis opens up a critical ways to interpret 
early childhood education and care. 
 
Sofia Grunditz 
Very young children’s interaction at naptime- on institutional and personal aspects of childhood in preschool 
 
This presentation originates from my Licentiate theses "The Social Life of Very Young Children at Naptime" (Grunditz 
2013). An ethnomethodological and conversation analytic (EM/CA) perspective is used to explore the organisation of 
the local orders oriented to by the very young children (1:1- 2:11 years). 
 
In this presentation it will be demonstrated values of the childhood in preschool as institutional as well as individual. 
The study has a focus on very young children's interaction with each other and with their teachers, identifying them as 
active agents in sustaining, creating, re-creating and challenging the local orders of naptime. The study concludes that 
naptimes, as an everyday routine activity in a preschool contain much more than just sleeping! 
 
Through embodied actions and the use of various semiotic resources, the children are able to create time and space for 
their own peer cultures within this institutional routine. In spite of their sometimes limited vocal language, these very 
young children are able to use a variety of semiotic resources to constitute their own social life within the naptime, 
often through secondary adjustments to institutional and adult structured order. To use EM/CA methods, including 
detailed attention to embodied features of interaction along with spatial and material arrangements provides great 
opportunities for approaching children's own perspective. 
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The study highlights and sophisticates the ways in which very young children use their knowledge of cultural and 
institutional routines - to constitute spaces for their individual play and joyful interaction with peers and teachers within 
the institutional routine. 
 
Katarina Gustafson & Danielle van der Burgt 
Mobility, learning and interaction in the mobile preschool 
 
The mobile preschool, a preschool in a bus, was introduced in Sweden in 2007 in order to solve problems with lack of 
space for children in preschools. During the last years many different cities in Sweden have made use of this way of 
organizing preschools. The bus hosts about 20 children and 3 teachers (bus driver included), starts and finishes the day 
in a stationary preschool and drives to different locations about half an hour drive away. The locations they visit are 
described as ´base camps where children explore nature together with their teachers’. So far this practice has not yet 
been evaluated and in this newly started project we therefore ask questions as; How is the mobile preschool organized 
in time and space? How are the movements and moorings that characterize the mobility of the preschool bus used for 
children’s learning? How is knowledge and values constructed in everyday interaction in the mobile preschool? 
With theoretical starting points in time-spatial geography, mobility as moving and mooring, and learning in interaction 
we investigate the mobile preschool as a didactic space. The methods used are i) digital technology for mapping the 
bus’ movement and mooring, which locations in the urban area are used and how, ii) video ethnography for studying 
learning in interaction between teacher - children as well as interaction children - children. In the presentation we 
discuss methodology and present preliminary result from a pilot study of the mobile preschool in one Swedish town. 
 
Sabine Bollig & Sylvia Nienhaus 
The plural Geographies of ECEC - a practice- spatial approach to the everyday accomplishment of 'day-care-
childhood(s)' 
 
The paper uses the heuristic of 'plural geographies of day-care' to highlight, firstly, that ‘day-care-childhood’ is not 
only performed in the confined spaces of certain kinds of day care facilities, as particularly ethnographic research on 
ECEC often suggests. Rather, parents combine diverse settings to more or less complex chains of care arrangements, 
which are particularly the case in Luxembourg, where the field of ECEC is divided into both, a sector of care and a 
sector of education. Observed from the ‘vantage point’ of children, these care arrangements cause various horizontal 
crossings during the course of a child’s day/week and therefore create by themselves distinct spaces of positioning 
and actorship. Secondly, the concept of ‘plural geographies’ stresses the idea, that in analyzing the differential 
structures of such care arrangements certain kinds of ‘geographies’ and their respective interplay has to be taken into 
account. The methodological and empirical part of the paper is related to the Luxembourgian CHILD-study, where 
three spatial ‘infrastructures’ and their respective spatial practices are interrelated to capture the distinctiveness of 
certain enacted ‘day-care-childhoods’: 1) ‘Local/regional geographies of day-care’, 2) ‘Individual geographies of care 
arrangements’ and the 3) ‘Organizational geographies of childcare settings’. The paper introduces the research design 
and the respective methods and discusses the question, how the interplay between these three kinds of geographies 
can be analyzed with regard to a space-related practice-theoretical approach. 
 
 

Embracing contested and conflicting pedagogic encounters 
Chair: Tricia Lirette 

Presenters: Jane Hewes, Tricia Lirette, Lee Makvokichuk, Sherry Rose & Pam Whitty 
 
The production and implementation of provincial early learning and childcare curriculum frameworks across Canada 
disturbs deeply embedded constructions of children, childhood, learning, and schooling. This paper deepens a scholarly 
partnership between Early Learning and Child Care Department at Grant MacEwan University in Alberta, and the Early 
Childhood Centre at the University of New Brunswick in New Brunswick, Canada as we continue to investigate the 
possibilities of values based curriculum frameworks. 
 
Values based curriculum animates the complementary, contradictory and complex histories of care, learning and 
development.  As teacher-educators and scholars, we situate ourselves within feminist /post structuralist theorizing 
and praxis designed to deliberately “talk back” to the perseverance of the deeply entwined taken for granted discourses 
and histories.  
 
For this session, ‘talking back’ works through critical-creative reflection upon particular pedagogic moments/encounters 
that make visible and break up regimes of truth.  These moments/encounters are theorized with/in the context of a 
“pedagogical meeting place” (Dahlberg and Taguchi (1994 in Moss, 2013), a space intended as a transformative, 
relational space helpful in breaking up regimes of truth through the co-constructing of shared understandings and 
democratic participations.  
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This ninety minute session will include three invitations. First, the authors will present a polyphonic rendition of a co-
authored paper by Jane Hewes, Tricia Lirette and Lee Makvokichuk of MacEwan University; Alberta, and Sherry Rose 
and Pam Whitty of University of New Brunswick in New Brunswick. The paper details local efforts to co-construct and 
implement a values-based curriculum framework in the provinces of Alberta and New Brunswick, Canada. Next the 
authors will relate how specific pedagogic encounters theorized as meeting places open up complexities, contradictions 
and new possibilities for reimagining early childhood pedagogies. For third part of the session the authors/presenters 
will invite participants to co-engage in pedagogical documentation as a playful meeting place, enacting the rhizomatic 
playfulness of putting documentation to work. 
 
Questions we are working with include: How can curriculum frameworks support the production of meeting spaces - 
critical spaces for educational debate, democratic participations, and critical pedagogies? What occurs when we put 
curriculum frameworks to work through feminist/post-foundational theorizing as a way to expose the contested and 
conflicting values underlying our entangled constructions of children, families and educators as learners and citizens?  
How might our pedagogic work interact with childhood studies? 
 
 

Health and equality in childhood 1 
Chair: Hanna Lagström 

 
Susanna Takalo 
Lapsuus ja liikunta nuorten elämänkulussa 
 
Tarkastelen tutkimuksessani liikuntatottumusten rakentumista lapsuudesta varhaisaikuisuuteen 2010-luvun Suomessa. 
Tutkimus on luonteeltaan pitkittäinen tapaustutkimus, jossa lähestytään yhdentoista nuoren liikunnalliseen 
elämäntapaan johtavia tai siitä etäännyttäviä valintoja ja toimintoja retrospektiivisesti kymmenen vuoden ajalta. 
Tutkimuksessa selvitetään sosiaalisessa toimintaympäristössä vaikuttavien tekijöiden osuutta lapsena vähän ja paljon 
liikkuviksi arvioitujen henkilöiden liikuntatottumusten rakentumiselle nuorina aikuisina. Tutkimusaineisto kerättiin 
kahdessa vaiheessa, ensimmäisen kerran tutkittavien ollessa 11-vuotiaita lapsia ja toisen kerran heidän 
varhaisaikuisuudessaan 21-vuoden ikäisinä. Ensisijaista aineistonkeruumenetelmää, haastattelua, objektiivisemmilla 
mittareilla mitatut asiat antavat tarttumapinnan ja kehykset tutkittavien omalle kerronnalle, mikä on tämän esityksen 
keskiössä. 
 
Nuorten elämänkulkujen tarkastelu edellyttää aineiston prosessimaista tarkastelua. Liikuntatutkimuksessa 
prosessimaista tutkimusta on sovellettu, kun tutkimuskohteena on ollut urheilijaksi sosiaalistuminen. Tälle 
tutkimukselle olennaista on tavallisten nuorten liikunnan kokeminen elämänkulun eri vaiheissa. Tässä esityksessä 
päähuomio kohdistetaan lapsuuteen. Käytän narratiivia tutkittavien elämänkaarelle sijoittuvien asioiden järjestämiseen 
ja elämän tapahtumien jäsentämiseen. Juonianalyysin keinoin liitän liikunta-aktiivisuudessa tapahtuneet muutokset 
tutkittavien elämänkaarelle. 
 
Esityksessäni keskityn nuorten mikroympäristön (Bronfenbrenner 1979) tarkasteluun lapsuudessa liikuntatottumusten 
rakentumisen näkökulmasta. Esityksessäni tarkastelen, millaisena lapsuus näyttäytyy liikuntaa harrastamattomille ja 
harrastaville nuorille. Nuorten itsensä piirtämät liikunta elämänkulussa –kuvaajat helpottavat visualisoimaan esitykseni 
kuulijoille nuorten liikunta-aktiivisuudessa tapahtuvia vaihteluita. Suuri osa suomalaisista liikkuu terveytensä kannalta 
riittämättömästi ja liikunta-aktiivisuuden lisääminen on haastava ja monitahoinen tehtävä kaikissa ikäluokissa. 
Esitykselläni tuon liikuntatutkimuksellista näkökulmaa konferenssin pääteemaan, arvoväritteiseen keskusteluun 
hyvästä ja oikeasta lapsuudesta. 
 
 
Henna Mikkola & Riitta-Liisa Korkeamäki 
New physical activity technology in activity research among first graders 
 
In this study a new physical activity technology research design for doing research with 1st graders (N=55) was used in 
formal and informal learning environments. Rather than just collecting data of children´s physical activity for research, 
the study has created meaningful learning environments, where children, researchers and teachers have been learning 
with and around technology about physical activity and new literacies.   
 
The children´s daily physical activities were measured in various learning environments by using an activity monitor 
during one-month period. The activity data was saved to a web diary, which was examined together with ten children. 
The children told about their physical activities of one day by examining the activity data online.  An eye movement 
technology was used to monitor which part of the data the children were focusing on in their interpretation of the 
information. The interviews were videotaped. The videos were analyzed by multimodal analysis. We will present 
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preliminary results from children’s physical activity measures and give examples from the interviews how children 
interpreted information of their web diary.   
 
The initial results show that children’s daily activity did not reach the level of recommendations of two hours per day.  
Instead, they seemed to be inactive and sit too many hours. The data also shows how children are able to generate a 
story and tomake sense of their own information in the web diary. The results have implications how to use new 
technology as pedagogical tool to motivate children’s activity and to provide opportunities for learning new literacies. 
 
 
Reija Paananen, Pauliina Luopa, Hanne Kivimäki, Jukka Jokela, Petri Kinnunen, Petri Vuorijärvi, Arto Selkälä & Jukka 
Mäkelä 
Hyvä keskusteluyhteys vanhempien kanssa suojaa nuorta vaikeuksilta 
 
Aiempien tutkimusten mukaan vanhempia kohdanneet vaikeudet lisäävät heidän lastensa riskiä myöhempiin 
hyvinvointiongelmiin. Tutkimuksessa selvitettiin, määrittääkö vanhempien koulutustaso ja työttömyys nuoren 
hyvinvointia, terveyttä ja pärjäämistä koulussa. Lisäksi tarkasteltiin, onko hyvä suhde vanhempiin nuorta suojaava tekijä 
silloin, kun vanhempien koulutustaso on matala tai vanhemmat ovat kohdanneet työttömyyttä. 
Tutkittavina olivat peruskoulun 8. ja 9. luokkien oppilaat, jotka ovat 14–15-vuotiaita. Aineistona käytettiin Terveyden ja 
hyvinvoinnin laitoksen Kouluterveyskyselyä vuosilta 2001–2013. Yhteensä aineistoon kuului noin 500 000 nuorta. 
Aineisto kattoi noin 80 % kaikista Suomen 8.- ja 9.-luokkalaisista kyseisinä vuosina. 
 
Sekä vanhempien koulutustaso että työttömyys olivat yhteydessä nuorten terveyteen, hyvinvointiin ja pärjäämiseen 
koulussa. Nuoret, joiden vanhempien koulutus on matala, kokivat yleisemmin koulu-uupumusta ja koulunkäyntiin 
liittyviä vaikeuksia kuin keskitasoisesti tai korkeasti koulutettujen vanhempien lapset. Myös koulukiusaamisen uhriksi 
joutuminen sekä terveydentilan kokeminen huonoksi olivat yleisempiä vähän koulutettujen vanhempien lapsilla. 
Nuoret, joiden vanhemmista toinen tai molemmat olivat olleet työttömänä tai lomautettuna kyselyä edeltävän vuoden 
aikana, kokivat terveydentilansa huonommaksi sekä yleisemmin koulu-uupumusta ja ahdistuneisuutta kuin muut 
nuoret. He myös joutuivat todennäköisemmin koulukiusaamisen uhriksi ja heillä oli muita yleisemmin vaikeuksia 
koulunkäynnissä ja opiskelussa sekä sosiaalisissa suhteissa koulussa. 
 
Tutkimuksessa tarkasteltiin myös sitä, miten nuoren keskusteluyhteys vanhempiensa kanssa vaikuttaa koettuihin 
vaikeuksiin sekä sitä, muuttaako hyvä tai huono keskusteluyhteys nuoren kokemaa hyvinvointia eritasoisesti 
koulutetuissa perheissä tai työttömyyttä kohdanneissa perheissä. Tutkimuksessa havaittiin, että hyvä keskusteluyhteys 
vanhempien kanssa auttaa nuorta vaikeuksissa. Nuorilla, joilla on hyvä keskusteluyhteys vanhempiensa kanssa, on 
muita nuoria vähemmän vaikeuksia koulutehtävien tekemisessä ja sosiaalisissa suhteissa myös silloin kun vanhemmilla 
on alhainen koulutustaso tai työttömyyttä. 
 
Tuula Aira, Riikka Hämylä & Raija Harju-Kivinen 
Mitä lasten hyvinvoinnin kansalliset indikaattorit kertovat suomalaisten lasten hyvinvoinnista? 
 
Opetus- ja kulttuuriministeriö julkaisi vuonna 2011 asiantuntijatyöryhmän tuottaman ehdotuksen lasten hyvinvoinnin 
keskeisimmistä mittareista: ”Lasten hyvinvoinnin kansalliset indikaattorit. Tavoitteena tietoon perustuva lapsipolitiikan 
johtaminen”. Indikaattoreiden tavoitteena oli kuvata YK:n lapsen oikeuksien yleissopimuksen mukaisten oikeuksien 
toteutumista ja lasten hyvinvoinnin tilaa Suomessa.  
 
Työ on jatkunut indikaattoreiden arvioinnilla ja tiedonkeruulla. Tässä esityksessä avataan indikaattoreiden välittämää 
tietoa 0–17-vuotiaiden lasten hyvinvoinnista sekä arvioidaan indikaattoreita tiedon saatavuuden, luotettavuuden ja 
käytettävyyden näkökulmasta. Arvioinnin myötä muutamia indikaattoreita muotoiltiin uudelleen ja kokonaisuuteen 
lisättiin joitakin uusia hyvinvoinnin osoittimia.  Lasten hyvinvoinnin tilan kartoitus on esitelty kokonaisuudessaan 
Lapsiasiavaltuutetun julkaisusarjassa 2014. Kokonaisuus sisältää lähes 60 indikaattoria teemoista 1) materiaalinen 
elintaso, 2) kasvuympäristön turvallisuus, 3) terveys, 4) koulu ja oppiminen, 5) perhe, vapaa-aika ja osallisuus, 6) valtion 
ja kuntien tarjoama tuki ja suojelu.  Lasten hyvinvoinnin tilan kartoitusta on käytetty materiaalina myös 
lapsiasiavaltuutetun vuosikirjassa 2014 ”Eriarvoistuva lapsuus - lasten hyvinvointi kansallisten indikaattoreiden 
valossa”. Vuosikirjassa lapsiasiavaltuutettu arvioi, miten lapset ja nuoret Suomessa voivat.  
 
Indikaattoreiden tiedonlähteinä on käytetty olemassa olevia, koko maata edustavia tutkimusaineistoja ja tilastoja (mm. 
THL:n Kouluterveyskysely, Tilastokeskuksen ja Eurostatin tilastot), joista on saatavilla trenditietoa eri vuosilta. Osa 
indikaattoreista avaa mahdollisuuden tehdä vertailua lasten hyvinvoinnissa eri maiden välillä. 
 
Päivillä pohditaan, millaisia johtopäätöksiä lasten hyvinvoinnista voidaan tehdä indikaattoreiden valossa sekä millaisia 
puutteita ja kehittämistarpeita tietopohjassa ilmenee. Lasten hyvinvointitiedon seurannan kehittämiseksi esitetään 
toimenpidesuosituksia. 
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Historicizing the values of childhood 2 
Chair: Kirsi Tuohela 

 
Pasi Saarimäki  
The problem of maintenance for an illegitimate child in the early 1900s 
 
Throughout history the birth of an illegitimate child has caused significant, usually negative effects on the lives of 
unmarried women, whereas fathers have often remained anonymous. Fathers have thus played a minor role in 
historical studies. It is, however, apparent that fathers have for centuries also carried various responsibilities for their 
newborn children. In my paper I explore the father’s obligation to pay financial support to mothers of newborn 
illegitimate children in Central Finland in the early 20th century. 
 
The Code of inheritance in the 1734 Swedish Law of the Realm still applied in Finland during that time, and it required 
that both mother and father were bound to take care of the child’s maintenance. If they were unable to reach mutual 
agreement, mothers could summon fathers to appear in court. The members of the local community could also put 
pressure on fathers after the birth. Judicial changes occurred when the new illegitimate children Act (1922) was 
introduced: for example each parish was obligated to employ an official municipal child welfare officer to oversee 
maintenance payments and education. 
 
My research material includes several dozen court cases that concerned child maintenance in the rural Court District of 
Keuruu between 1910 and 1930. In what way did the people in local communities react to the responsibilities of these 
men? Was there a change in the relative roles and influence of local community, court and municipal authorities after 
the new Act (1922) was introduced? Eventually, court cases expose historical attitudes towards illegitimate children. 
 
Marianne Junila 
Lapset – korvaamaton kansallinen resurssi?  
 
Pohdin paperissani, miten lapsen ja lapsuuden arvoa ja merkitystä arvioidaan yhteiskunnallisessa kriisitilanteessa. Sodat 
aiheuttavat vakavan kriisin, jonka seurauksena muun muassa yhteiskunnan voimavarojen käyttö on suunniteltava ja 
kohdennettava uudelleen. Maanpuolustus priorisoidaan, ja monien muidenkin tehtävien kuten myös yhteiskunnan 
jäsenten velvollisuudet harkitaan uudelleen. Myös Suomessa odotettiin sotavuosina kaikkien osallistuvan kykyjensä 
mukaan yhteisen päämäärän eteen tehtyihin ponnisteluihin. Lapsia ohjattiin ja kannustettiin työntekoon, ja 
muistitiedossa korostuukin voimakkaasti, kuinka sodan ajan lapset itse kokivat olleensa arvostettuja juuri antamansa 
työpanoksen vuoksi. Väitän, että sotatilaan joutuneessa yhteiskunnassa lapsen arvo ja oikeudet olivat 
poikkeuksellisessa mitassa alisteisia aikuisten oikeuksille ja tavoitteille.  
 
Lapsuudella annetun arvon tutkiminen juuri sodan kehyksessä on hedelmällistä, sillä poikkeukselliset olosuhteet 
karsivat ja kiteyttävät julkisen keskustelun argumentaatiota, jolloin keskustelua ohjaavat arvot ja arvostukset 
näyttäytyvät selkeämmin kuin rauhanomaisissa oloissa. Miten lapsen asema, velvollisuudet ja oikeudet tuolloin 
artikuloidaan? Oliko lapsen arvo sodassa yhtenevä sen työpanoksen kanssa, jonka hän kykeni antamaan?  
 
Rajaan julkisen keskustelun tässä viranomaisiin, joiden tehtäviin kuului lasten terveyden ja hyvinvoinnin seuraaminen 
kuten terveydenhoidossa ja lastenhuollossa toimineet paikallisviranomaiset. Tutkin tämän aineiston avulla, miten 
aikuisyhteisö arvioi lapsen arvoa sotavuosina. Ulotan tarkastelun myös sodanjälkeisiin vuosiin, jolloin on mahdollista 
osoittaa mahdolliset uudelleenarvioinnit ja muutokset.  
 
Silja Pitkänen 
Children of the Nation, Mothers of the Nation. Representations of Children and Mothers in Propaganda 
Photographs in Stalin’s Soviet Union and Hitler’s Third Reich. 
 
In contemporary Russia, questions related to children are often connected with inner and outer politics. For example, 
adoption has been a contested topic between Russia and USA, as well as between Russia and Finland, and these issues 
tend to outgrow their original contexts. 
 
In my doctoral thesis, I study one side of these child and family related phenomena from historical perspective. The 
theme is the representations of mothers and children in the Soviet propaganda photographs taken in the 1930s. On the 
later stage of the thesis, I will compare the Soviet images with National Socialist German images. However, on the 
current phase of the study I will present samples of the Soviet imagery I have collected so far, as well as describe my 
methodological viewpoints. 
 
The interdisciplinary methodology of the thesis includes methods of visual and historical studies. Key theorists are, for 
example, Stuart Hall and Roland Barthes. 
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The work in progress offers new information about the Soviet and National Socialist societies’ positions towards 
children, childhood, families, upbringing and education. In addition, it analyses how images of children and mothers 
were used in the processes of building and sustaining the two nations considered as totalitarian. 
 
 

Methodological challenges in childhood research 3 
Chair: Elina Pekkarinen 

 
Niklas A. Chimirri 
Participation beyond observation: Implications for doing child research 
 
The past decades of child research have seen a rising number of practice-based studies which investigate the children’s 
perspectives on a multitude of everyday life phenomena. Researchers accompany children around and across contexts, 
become part of their sociomaterial interactions with peers, caretakers and others. These studies undoubtedly 
contribute to better understanding the relevance of specific practices for the children, through uncovering struggles 
and dilemmas the children face on a daily basis and pointing to possibilities for purposefully transforming these 
practices. Meanwhile, however, the researchers typically uphold the notion that all they methodically engage in is 
participant observation. 
 
The paper argues that important aspects of children’s living and understanding may be lost when considering them 
mere objects of one’s visual and verbal research practices. First I delve into empirical material from my own 
participatory study in a daycare center in order to discuss how the child researcher ineluctably contributes to co-
arranging the children’s lives under scrutiny and thereby the respective study’s insights. Then I draw on Svend 
Brinkmann & Lene Tanggaard’s critique of an occularcentric epistemology so as to propose a participatory child research 
practice that systematically considers all sensorial experiences as valuable for learning from each other. Finally I suggest 
that such an epistemological reformulation not only has methodological implications by questioning the focus on 
investigating children’s perspectives through participant observation, but also ontological and political ones. 
 
Susanna Helavirta & Riitta Laakso 
Ethical and methodological reflections of a study of children in care 
 
This presentation is based on the research project named “Child welfare care orders as interventions”. The main 
objective of the research is to examine the immediate effects, dynamics and meanings of care order interventions. We 
are interested in how child´s everyday life changes when his/her living environment changes from home to a residential 
institution or to a foster home. What is childhood like in care? Our focus is especially in the early months in care after 
the care order which has not been highlighted by research in Finland. 
 
The research design emphasises the principles of participatory inquiry.  The participatory approach means here the 
research partnership between the researchers and the social workers. The social workers are involved in planning of 
data-collection, making interviews with children and evaluating research findings with researchers. The data of the 
inquiry is collected at the intervals of six and 12 months after the care orders by the interviews with children in care and 
social worker´s survey-based data collection. 
 
The presentation deals with the very first findings of the research process. What kind of ethical and methodological 
issues and challenges are encountered when researching children in care? What kind of challenges are introduced by 
the dual position of the social workers as the children’s case workers and as researchers? The paper argues that ethical 
and methodological anticipation is an integral part of the research design and it has both direct and indirect influences 
on the data. 
 
Kristiina Kurki 
Studying children’s socio-emotional regulation with observational methods: challenges and advantages 
 
Research shows that self-regulation skills are related to children’s academic performance, social interactions (Boekaerts, 
2011; Graziano et al. 2007) and their general well-being (McLaughlin, 2008). Aspects of children’s self-regulation have 
been studied in psychology, mainly utilizing questionnaires and other quantitative methods (Eisenberg et al., 2005; 
Raver, 2004b; Underwood, 1997). In order to understand how self-regulation processes manifest in the early years of 
children’s lives, there is a need to study self-regulation in naturalistic, interactive situations. 
 
In this paper presentation, the challenges and the advantages of video research are discussed by presenting an empirical 
example of the study, where selectively employed video analysis (Jordan & Henderson, 1995) was utilized in order to 
investigate the processes of children’s socio-emotional regulation and factors affecting it in day-care settings. Data 
examples derive from video recordings of challenging play and interaction situations of 2-5 year old children in open 
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day-care activities. The challenges of the study dealt with general reliability and validity of qualitative research and in 
interpreting the social situation and the perspectives of participants (Hedegaard & Fleer, 2008) in the video recordings. 
The advantages of qualitative video research in relation to other methods were the possibility to capture the 
phenomenon in its context (Whitebread et al, 2009; Zimmerman & Schunk, 2001) and the fact that the method is not 
dependent on the participants’ verbal abilities (Winne & Perry, 2000). By providing process-oriented and detailed, 
qualitative data of socio-emotional self-regulation, the study’s aim was to add to the research dealing with the 
development of self-regulation. 
 
Haridhan Goswami, Chris Fox & Gary Pollock  
Should there be a longitudinal study on children and young people’s well-being common to all EU member states? 
Policy relevance and methodological challenges 
 
There has been a growing interest among academics, policy makers and practitioners in the subjective well-being of 
children and young people (CYP). The recognition of CYP’s rights to having a good childhood and good future life 
chances, coupled with the injunction from the New Sociology of Childhood to consult with CYP as active agents have 
also resulted in an increasing interest in the use of well-being as a key concept in policy programmes in many countries. 
In recent years, child well-being has become a priority for the European political agenda. However, the main challenge 
for the European Union (EU) is to develop the best policies and approaches to effectively improve the well-being of 
children and young people using the most robust and suitable sources of data. It is only through the collection of 
longitudinal data that it is possible to systematically measure the changes in child well-being within and across its 
member states over time. 
 
In this paper, we discuss the policy relevance of child well-being in the context of the EU strategy for CYP. We also detail 
the challenges associated with conducting a common longitudinal study on CYP’s well-being across all EU member 
states. We discuss these challenges under three broad categories: (a) challenges for the study because of its longitudinal 
nature, (b) challenges for its cross-European nature, and (c) challenges for the study because of its involvement with 
children and young people. 
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Children's participation 3 
Chair: Anu Alanko 

 
Eeva Kaisa Hyry-Beihammer, Doreen Cerny & Annemarie Augschöll 
Children's narratives of School as Interpretations of Their World Relations 
 
In this paper, we are interested how school is related to children’s world. To study this we use the data collected in 
small village schools in Northern Finland, in Northern Italy (South-Tyrol) and in Austrian Alpine region. We have asked 
children from 6 to 12 years to tell, write or drawn about their schools. By doing so, we have aimed to collect children’s 
narratives of the everyday life in school. We understand that in their narratives children interpret their experiences of 
school and make them significant (Clandinin and Murphy, 2009). We are interested in how school, an important 
environment for children, becomes significant in their narratives and build their interpretation of the world. The 
following world relations as defined by Malpas (1999) are analysed in the data: the relation to the physical environment 
or objective relation, the relation to the social environment or intersubjective relation, and the self-relation or 
subjective relation of the child experiencing a thing. With the data collected in three countries in three varied cultural 
contexts we will do cross-cultural analysis (Lahelma & Gordon, 2010) to find similar patterns and processes to increase 
the theoretical understanding of children’s word-making in school. 
 
Tomi Kiilakoski 
”You don’t have any power here if you are not a member of the board of a student council”. The young and 
participation in school 
 
Finnish pupils have succeeded remarkably well in PISA studies in 2003, 2006, 2009 and 2012. There are, however, other 
studies indicating failures in school satisfaction and school participation. This paper analyses how young people 
themselves see their possibilities of participating in schools. The analysis is based on group and pair interviews (N=18) 
conducted in two Finnish schools in different towns. The interviewed all go to upper secondary school. 
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The contested concept of participation is in this paper defined in the three-fold way. Firstly, participation involves having 
a (formally and/or informally) recognized position as an agent. Secondly, participation should manifest itself in action 
(saying, doing, relating). Thirdly, participation should produce a feeling of participation. This theoretical perspective 
defines participation as having social and political, as well as evocative components.  
 
The results of the study show that even the members of the board of a student council perceive only limited possibilities 
of participating. Using the three-fold definition of participation the results are as follows. 1. The status of the young as 
agent. The young are unsure what types of participation roles they can have both on the everyday level and the 
institutional level. 2. The activities produced are rather limited. There are no mentions of fruitful dialogue, there are 
few success stories and the relations to the adult-led institutional structures have not fully developed. 3. Consequently, 
the feeling of having agency and being taken seriously have developed only partially.  
 
Johanna Kiili 
Children’s public participation and middle-class parents 
 
The presentation examines the relations of children and parents in the context of children’s public participation. The 
empirical material is collected from school councils and municipal children’s parliament in a middle-sized Finnish town. 
The presentation is based on empirical observation connected to middle-class parents’ disinterest and lack of 
knowledge towards their children’s civic activities. The contention is to bring the focus to a question: why parents of 
the study show lack of interest towards their children’s civic activities? What makes this observation interesting is the 
fact that it is in contrast to studies that emphasize the active role of middle-class parents in promoting their children’s 
careers via education, hobbies and extracurricular activities. The question is analysed from the perspectives of parents, 
children and professionals (teachers and youth worker), and with the help of Bourdieu-inspired studies that focus on 
family and education. 
 

 

Development of child-orientated research methods and children's participation to eating 

context 
Chair: Hanna Lagström 

 
Hanna Lagström, Jenni Vaarno & Mari Sandell 
Family eating context in relation to eating behaviour of preschoolers- The STEPS Study  
 
Food has an important role in daily life and wellbeing of children. Food experiences of childhood are important guides 
to eating behaviour of adulthood.  
 
The STEPS Study aims to search for the precursors and causes of problems in child health and wellbeing by using a 
multidisciplinary approach. On point is to evaluate associations between environmental and behavioural influences in 
development of childhood eating habits. Focus is in parental eating patterns and practices which explain childhood 
feeding practices, eating habits and food consumption.  
 
The study children (n = 1826) have been born between March 2008 and March 2010. The data has been collected using 
a variety of different methods, including questionnaires, health records and biological samples. The outcome measures 
comprise family socioeconomic status as well as dietary and health habits of the family.  
 
We have found out that almost half of the parents expose their children to novel foods only 3 to 5 times before 
concluding children’s dislike to the food in question. Only one fifth expose their children ten or more times. Parents 
with food neophobia offer new and uncommon foods less frequently to their children than less neophobic parents who 
were likely to offer new solid foods to children at the age of one year. With on-going analysis will be studied family 
eating context (are family eating together, how parents allow the child to participate to world of food).  
 
It is possible that food preferences and dietary habits formed in childhood will persist to adulthood and affect also long 
term health and wellbeing. In order to promote healthy dietary habits, early exposure to variety of foods with different 
context would be beneficial.  
 
Petra Luostarinen, Arja Lyytikäinen, Outi Nuutinen 
SAPERE – Food education in kindergarten – association with pedagogic use of vegetables, berries and fruits, and 
their eating in preschool aged children  
 
Consumption of vegetables, berries and fruit (VBF) compared to recommendations is low in Finnish preschool children. 
That might be caused by food neophobia common at early age. Food education based on the Sapere method has been 



50 
 

promising to increase variety of diet in school-aged children. However, studies on its effects on preschool-aged 
children´s diet are lacking.  
 
The study was carried out in two kindergartens, one applying Sapere – food education and the other as a control. Totally 
18 children, nine in each, aged 3-4-years participated in the study. The aims were to examine if there are differences in 
including VBF in food education tasks and in menu in the kindergartens.  
A new method, snack buffet, was developed to measure children´s selection and eating of VBF presenting five taste 
properties. Food neophobia was measured by the validated questionnaire.  
 
There were more VBF in the menu in the Sapere kindergarten than in control one, however no differences including 
VBF in food education tasks were found. The snack buffet method was suitable for measuring the variety in eating of 
VBF in early childhood education environment. Children in Sapere kindergarten made more varied choices of VBF in the 
snack buffet compared to children in control one (p=0.014). No difference in the mean food neophobia scores was 
found between the kindergartens.  
 
The results indicate that VBF play too small a role in children’s Sapere tasks. The snack buffet is a promising method to 
measure eating in children in a real meal setting, but further studies are needed to develop the set of offered products 
and measuring arrangements. The results can be applied to promote consumption of VBF in children and in developing 
food education in early childhood education.  
 
Pauliina Ojansivu, Kirsi Laitinen, Ulla Hoppu, Mari Sandell 
The role of food education activities in moderating food neophobia with Finnish pre-school children  
 
Food perception process is complex and full of product and eating context related variables. We are using our senses 
individually to observe food properties such as smell, appearance, sound, texture and taste. Any of those sensations 
may contribute to rejection of food. Food provides nutrition for us after swallowing. Healthy food does not reach its 
goal if we avoid it. Sensory-based food educational activities offer activities for all the five senses, and support food-
learning process with children. Exploring the origin of food or cooking together with adults is also important.  
 
The goal of this study was to investigate the impact of food education activities on food neophobia of preschoolers 
using questionnaire (Pliner and Hobden, 1992, Pliner 1994) filled by parents in Turku (Finland). A total of 86 families 
from three Sapere kindergartens and 85 families from control kindergartens participated. Before the study, sensory 
education together with exploring and cooking, were applied for seven months in Sapere-kindergartens. In addition 
their staff conducted the Finnish curriculum in food education.  
 
Based on results, age range of children varied from one to six years and 87 % of respondents were mothers. There was 
no significant difference between Sapere and control group when mean food neophobia scores (FNS) were compared. 
However, distribution of neophobia scores was different (p< 0.01) in groups. The portion of strongly neophobic (FNS>40) 
children was 30 % in Sapere group and 41 % in control group. This finding supports the theory that food education may 
moderate the level of strong neophobic reaction of pre-schoolers children.  
 
Sanna Talvia, Maarit Laurinen & Hanna Lagström 
Children’s own experiences and perspectives of school lunches in Finland  
 
Since children spend a significant amount of time in school, meals eaten at school are important for a child’s total food 
intake and potentially also children’s learning capacity and health. Studies show that serving free school lunches does 
not necessarily mean that children eat what is served or that it meansPOIS that a target of a balanced school meal is 
reached (consumed). Another observed problem is that many adolescents that skip school lunch choose to eat 
unhealthy snacks instead. Therefore, more comprehension of children’s experiences of and reasoning about school 
lunches is needed.  
 
Data is collected in the on-going ProMeal study, which is a multidisciplinary study of 10-year-old children’s school 
lunches conducted in four Nordic countries: Finland, Sweden, Norway and Island in 2013-2014. The study has three 
main aims: to observe the food choices during school lunches and at home, to study associations between school 
lunches and classroom learning behaviour and to study children’s own ideas and experiences concerning school lunches.  
 
This presentation focuses mainly on the third main aim. A qualitative research approach was used to capture the 
children´s own descriptions of their experiences and perspectives of school lunches. Empathy-based stories and focus 
group discussions were conducted with children. In empathy-based stories two frame stories were used. Children were 
guided to write either about a good school lunch experience or about a bad school lunch experience. In focus group 
interviews 5-6 children first selected the most interesting school lunch photos from 14 different photos. The themes 
developed from the selected photos were then discussed together with children. Finally the topic of “What is important 
for me in school lunches” was discussed with children. Preliminary findings of children’s perspectives will be presented.  
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Ethical questions and values in childhood research 2 
Chair: Tarja Pösö 

 
Elina Paju 
Ethical challenges in the research -relation between adult-researcher and child-participants in childhood research 
 
My presentation discusses the research-relation between adult-researcher and child-participants. The positioning of 
the researcher is particularly important in childhood studies, since the participants might not have previous experience 
of taking part in a research. The examples in my paper show the complex issues related to research relations in 
childhood studies. I focus particularly on cases where minimising of the adult authority of the researcher is called into 
question, for instance cases where children physically fight with each other in order to receive more camera-time from 
the researcher or where children physically assault the researcher. 
 
Even though the minimising of the adult-researcher authority has been regarded as ethical, drawing from my cases I 
argue that it is also founded upon an idealistic epistemology. This epistemology sees knowledge as being produced by 
a researcher who is detached from the encompassing society. I conclude my paper by sketching alternative ethical 
positions for the adult-researcher among children.The data for this article stems from my ethnographic research. I 
conducted fieldwork for one year in one children’s day care centre in southern Finland. The children were aged from 3 
to 7. 
 
Tytti Poikolainen 
Moral realism on the child protection research 
 
As a social worker of child protection and a doctoral student who is interested in moral philosophy and researching child 
protection, I have lately paid a lot attention on the theme of moral realism. I have noticed that while working with and 
researching child protection I´ve often thought of if we need moral realism in child protection research and practice. I 
think this question raise because child protection is built upon strict and absolutistic ethical principles such as “never 
harm a child”. 
 
 “Ethics” is a part of philosophical research which is interested in finding out or making theories of things being “good” 
or “bad” for people. Ethical theories might be descriptive or normative in character. The latter research means political 
or opinionated style of research. Descriptive ethics do not make a comment of what ought to be done. Philosopher´s 
have for example disagreed of whether we can gain information of ethical issues at all. Other field of disagreement has 
been whether something “good” or “bad” actually could exist. In the philosophical ethics´ terms moral realism means 
the view according to there are moral facts in this world. An objection to this view is antirealism, which can be for 
example relativism. 
 
In postmodern time moral realism isn´t the most popular view: individualism, subjectivity and relativism seem to be 
more valued. Child protection is also struggling with these questions, because as Riitta Laakso (2012) has written, child 
protection is unavoidably moral work. My opinion is that in child protection research it might be sensible to adopt moral 
realistic ethical view. I doubt, whether child protection research could gain valuable information if it would simply state, 
that ethical principles (for example the value of children´s lives) are actually nothing else but unstabile opinions. Child 
protection research has a special aim: helping children. Moral realism helps to agnize peoples genuine experiences of 
goodness and bad. There are proofs that some things are simply good are bad for the sakes of children´s lives. 
 
Heather Keating 
Childhood and English Law 
 
This paper explores the conflicting conceptions of childhood which operate in English law. While it is accepted that such 
differences are not per se unjustifiable, it will be argued that the stark differences which exist have not been justified. 
The paper explores, in particular, the construction of the child as ‘vulnerable’, lacking capacity and ‘becoming’ which 
dominates English Family Law where the focus  is upon the best interests of the child. This is contrasted with the  English 
Criminal law where even very young children are deemed to be responsible for the harm they do and liable to criminal 
sanctions from the age of ten years old. The paper explores the impact of  the recent, incoherent, political discourse  
where  a ten year-old child  is viewed  as  ‘responsible enough’ to be accountable for his or her actions or, as ‘unruly’ 
and in need of control, who can be ‘helped’  to take responsibility . It will be argued that this subverts the liberal 
principles underpinning Criminal Law, that it ignores our increasing understanding of child development  and that it can 
be seen, together with legal developments in relation to anti-social behaviour, to  amount to something approaching 
the demonization of childhood. 
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Historical and literary perspectives to childhood (presentations in Finnish) 
Chair: Kaisa Vehkalahti 

 
Päivi Lappalainen 
Lapsihahmot ja lapsiin liitetyt arvot Zacharias Topeliuksen lastenkirjatuotannossa 
 
Zacharias Topelius oli tuottelias lastenkirjailija: vuodesta 1840 kuolemaansa vuonna 1898 asti hän kirjoitti yli 200 satua, 
runoa, laulua ja satunäytelmää. Useimmat niistä ilmestyivät ensin lastenlehdissä ja julkaistiin myöhemmin vuosina 
1865–1896 kahdeksanosaisena kokoelmana Läsning för barn (suom. Lukemisia lapsille), josta on tulossa syksyllä 2014 
sekä painettu että digitaalinen tieteellisin kommentein varustettu versio osana Topeliuksen teosten kriittistä editiota. 
 
Topeliuksen satuja on tutkittu jonkin verran varhaisemman kirjallisuudentutkimuksen näkökulmasta luonnehtien 
lapsihahmoja ja kirjailijan lapsinäkemystä. Topeliaanista lasta on tarkasteltu myös mm. uskontopedagogisesta 
näkökulmasta, mutta huomion keskipisteenä on tällöin ollut topeliaanisen uskontokasvatuksen pääpiirteiden 
määrittely, ei varsinaisesti itse lapsen hahmon rakentuminen. 
 
Kysyn alustuksessani, millaisia erilaisia lapsihahmoja Topelius tuottaa saduissaan? Millaisista aineksista ja miten hän 
rakentaa ne? Pääseekö lapsihahmon "oma" ääni esille vai hallitseeko kertoja satuja kauttaaltaan? Millaista lapsikuvaa 
sadut ilmentävät? Millaisia arvoja Topelius liittää lapsihahmoihin? Topeliuksen ideaalilapsen on nähty olevan 
mustavalkoisella dikotomialla aikaansaatu yksioikoinen malli. Pitääkö tämä paikkaansa? 
 
Kysymys Topeliuksen lapsikuvasta liittyy Turun yliopiston kotimaisessa kirjallisuudessa parhaillaan käynnissä olevaan 
projektiin Hauraat subjektit: Lapsuus suomalaisessa kirjallisuudessa ja lääketieteessä 1850–2000-luvuilla (2012–2016). 
 
Ilona Savolainen 
Kirjallisuus lasten moraalisen kasvatuksen välineenä 1940–1950-luvulla 
 
Kasvatus nähdään yleensä yksityisluontoisena toimintana, kenties koska kyse on naisiin ja lapsiin liittyvästä, usein 
perheessä tapahtuvasta ilmiöstä. Kuitenkin kasvatus on mitä suurimmassa määrin yhteiskunnallista. Pohjimmiltaan 
kasvatuksessa on kyse arvoista, eikä kasvatusta siksi voi käsitellä irrallaan yhteiskunnan arvojärjestelmästä. 
 
Myös lukeminen – erityisesti kaunokirjallisuuden lukeminen – sijoitetaan yleensä yksityiselämän ilmiöihin. Kuitenkin 
monet kirjasodat ja sensuurista käydyt yhteiskunnalliset keskustelut osoittavat, että lukemisella on yhteiskunnallinen 
ulottuvuutensa. Lapset ja nuoret ovat kirjallisuudesta käytyjen arvokeskustelujen keskiössä: kirjallisuuden ajatellaan 
vaikuttavan erityisen voimakkaasti kehittyviin mieliin niin hyvässä kuin pahassakin. 
 
Esitykseni aiheena on lukeminen lasten ja nuorten luonteenmuokkauksen välineenä, ja tarjoan aiheeseen historiallisen 
näkökulman. Esitys pohjautuu tekeillä olevaan kirjastohistorian väitöstutkimukseeni, joka käsittelee suhtautumista 
lasten lukemisharrastukseen 1940–1950-luvun kirjasto- ja kasvatusalan kirjoittelussa. 1940–1950-luvulla kirjallisuuden 
uskottiin vaikuttavan lapsilukijoiden kehitykseen. Kirjallisuuden vaikutusta tarkasteltiin niin moraalisesta kuin 
psykologisestakin näkökulmasta. 
 
Keskityn esityksessäni moraaliseen näkökulmaan. Kirjastoalalla lasten lukemisharrastukseen suhtauduttiin 
voittopuolisesti positiivisesti, mutta lasten ei suinkaan haluttu lukevan mitä tahansa. Lasten lukemisharrastus haluttiin 
ottaa haltuun ja ohjata oikeaan suuntaan. Hallitun ja rajoitetun lukemisen uskottiin ohjaavan lasten moraalista kehitystä 
suotuisaan suuntaan. Kirjallisuuden oli tarkoitus opettaa lapsille oikeat arvot, mutta myös lukemisen tavalla oli 
merkitystä. Opiskelevan ja järjestelmällisen lukemisen tyylin uskottiin kehittävän lasten luonnetta pitkäjänteiseksi, kun 
taas kirjojen sattumanvarainen ahmiminen kasvattaisi lapsista hutiluksia ja ahmatteja muillakin elämän alueilla. 
 
Mistä ajatus kirjallisuudesta luonteenmuokkauksen välineenä oli peräisin? Minkälaisiin yhteiskunnallisiin tehtäviin 
lasten lukemisharrastus haluttiin valjastaa? Millaisia arvoja  lukemisharrastuksen toivottiin edistävän – ja miksi juuri 
lukeminen nähtiin hyväksi välineeksi niiden edistämiseen? Etsin ajattelutavan aatteellisia juuria kansansivistystyön, 
kasvatusopin ja kirjastoaatteen historiasta. Lähtökohtanani on lukemisen ja kasvatuksen yhteiskunnallinen ulottuvuus. 
 
Kati Launis 
Lapsuuden arvot ja merkitykset Suomen nykykirjallisuudessa 
 
Lapsuus on askarruttanut modernia kulttuuria aivan erityisellä tavalla. Yksi lapsuuden merkityksellistämisen areenoista 
Suomessa on kaunokirjallisuus, jossa lapsen hahmo on ollut keskeisesti mukana Zacharias Topeliuksen ajoista 
nykyhetkeen asti. 
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Alustuksessani kysyn, millaisia arvoja ja merkityksiä lapsuudelle annetaan suomalaisessa nykykirjallisuudessa 1990-
luvulta eteenpäin. Nykykirjallisuudessa lapsen hahmo on sijoitettu usein keskelle aikuiselämän synkkyyttä ja pahuutta: 
esimerkiksi sellaiset teemat kuin insesti (Maria Peura: On rakkautes ääretön, 2001), alkoholismi (Kreetta Onkeli: Ilonen 
talo, 1996), heitteillejättö (Markus Nummi: Karkkipäivä, 2010) ja lastenkotikokemukset (Leena Lander: Tummien 
perhosten koti, 1991) nousevat siellä esiin. 
 
Pohdin sitä, miksi ja miten aikuismaailmaan liitetty pahoinvointi, välinpitämättömyys ja pahuus tuodaan teoksissa esiin 
lapsihahmon kautta tai silmin. Miten esimerkiksi alkoholismia kuvataan lapsen näkökulmasta? Millaisia 
selviytymiskeinoja lapsilla on? Onko varjojen keskellä valoa? Lähestyn kirjallisuuden lapsihahmoja tai -figuureja 
eräänlaisina merkitystihentyminä, joissa solmiutuu yhteen paitsi aikaan ja paikkaan myös sukupuoleen, ikään ja 
luokkaan liittyviä, alati muuttuvia ja kulttuurisesti tuotettuja käsityksiä. 
 
Teen tutkimustani osana Suomen Akatemian rahoittamaa tutkimusprojektia "Hauraat subjektit: Lapsuus suomalaisessa 
kirjallisuudessa ja lääketieteessä 1850–2000-luvuilla" (2012–2016), Monitieteinen projekti pureutuu lapsuuden 
kulttuuriseen historiaan. Se toimii Turun yliopiston kotimaisen kirjallisuuden oppiaineessa, ja sen johtaja on professori 
Päivi Lappalainen. Projektin muut jäsenet ovat VTT Jutta Ahlbeck ja FT Kirsi Tuohela. 
 
 

New perspectives on the family 
Chair: Hannele Forsberg 

 
 
Mari Juntunen  
A Triadic Challenge of Divorce Child’s Family Communities 
 
In a divorce, a child’s original family breaks in two physical addresses. Memories of the original family often stay in the 
child’s mind, and while (s)he stays with one parent, a psychological bond to the other one still remains. Rather than 
accepting the divorce children often hope to get their original family back: they may still say that both parents belong 
to their family; they want parents to move together again; and some even get in troubles wishing it would enhance 
their parents’ co-operation. If parents and professionals do not recognize the power of the original - nowadays, 
however, only imagined - family and help children move on, they may even support bad behavior and cause more 
psychological problems both to children and parents. 
 
In this conceptual study I consider family as a community and examine power relationships in a triad of the original 
(imagined) family and two existing families: a child has a only psychological bond to the original family, which makes it 
purely an imagined community; while a bond to the two exiting families diverge from social to psychological (imagined) 
depending on where (s)he physically stays. The study reveals how existence of imagined communities may impact other 
communities and vice versa; and explains how and why researchers, parents and authorities should give more emphasis 
on understanding the role of imagined communities and their impact on children’s - and their parents’ - welfare. 
 
Ewa Maciejewska-Mroczek 
Children and new reproductive technologies ‒ a case of Poland 
 
Are children who were conceived with help of assisted reproduction technologies (ART) valued the same as other 
children? However provoking this question might seem, it reflects a vivid debate taking place in Poland in the last years. 
The development of ART changes many social intuitions about biology and genetics (Habermas 2003). Although this 
situation has been explored in literature, little concern had been given to the ways it has changed children’s worlds. The 
experience of being a child born thanks to ART, especially if third-party reproduction is involved, inevitably changes 
traditional views on family constellations and requires a new paradigm of thinking about kinship. Moreover, the issues 
of ART have been taboo subjects, while hiding information concerning their origins from children has been a widespread 
practice. In Polish debate on ART children are “discursive arguments” rather than real people whose stories are worth 
being told. On the one hand there are strong conservative voices against ART, leading to stigmatizing children, on the 
other medical discourses ignoring questions of identity. The concept of best interests is still predominant argument for 
restricting children’s rights to know about their origins. Developing the concept of identity rights (Hearst 2004) and 
regulations of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, I argue that new discussion on identity is needed. The 
presentation is based on an ongoing research conducted by the Interdisciplinary Research Team on Children. 
 
Vanessa Lockyer-Stevens 
Dead keen to go home 
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Of the ½ million people who die annually in England (DH 2011) including 14,000 children over half die in hospital, in 
contrast to the turn of the 20th century when nearly all died at home. Until recently most bereavement policies have 
not made explicit statements regarding flexible strategies to enable families to take their dead child home. The 
Paediatric Intensive Care Society addressed this issue in 2002 in their publication of Standards in Bereavement Care, 
encouraging its practice more widely. Incremental change is occurring albeit slow in its development with charity and 
hospital websites for example, providing information about dead children can be taken home (GOSH 2008, Child 
Bereavement Trust 2008). 
 
Nurses are encouraged to do ‘things that help’ families continue the bonds of care after a child’s death (Riches and 
Dawson 2000). Peters and Lewin (1994), discuss for example, the merits of spending more time holding the deceased 
child in order to help ‘grasp the reality of the tragedy and assists in the healing process by lessening the time for denial’. 
Viewing and care of the child’s body at home provides time which families’ in Dallimore (1991), Dent’s (2001) and 
Anderson (1996) studies, consider as severely lacking. These aspects of care Klass et al (1996) Whittle and Cutts (2002) 
propose help parents begin the ‘painful construction of developing a different relationship with the deceased child’. 
Wijngaards-De Meij, (2008) study is further confirmation that practice needs to change. Their findings found parent’s 
whose child dies from illness were twice as likely to present the body at home for viewing and suffered less grief. Ability 
to say farewell correlated with less symptomology and morbidity. 
 
Extending opportunities to share these intensely important moments other than in hospital settings not well 
documented and is therefore, worthy of further debate. 
 
 

Values education in Nordic preschools 2 
Chair: Eva Johansson 

 
Berit Zachrisen 
Values in teacher-child communication during play sessions 
 
This study is part of a larger research project (Röthle, Fugelsnes & Johansson 2013), supported by NordForsk aiming to 
gain knowledge about institutionalized fostering of values in Nordic preschools. Values are understood as principles 
that guide human action and by which actions are judged to be good or desirable (Halstead and Taylor, 2000). Although 
the value perspective is embedded in the core curricula and legislation regarding ECEC in Norway, values education 
appears to be a neglected area (Emilson and Johansson, 2009; Johansson, 2011). 
 
The study is focused on teacher–child communication during play sessions. The communication is analyzed in relation 
to five fields of values; democracy, care, competence, self-expression and discipline. The study poses the following 
questions:  1. What kind of values are communicated by the teachers in the communication with children during play 
sessions? 2. How are values communicated? The study is inspired by Habermas (1995) theoretical ideas about strategic 
and communicative actions, which have rarely been utilized in research in a preschool context. 
 
Data is based upon video-recorded observations of free play sessions in six groups of children (aged 1–3 years) in six 
different ECEC centers in Norway. One preliminary result is that all the play situations include both strategic and 
communicative actions, but with different weighting. A dilemma is identified in play situations where strategic actions 
seem to dominate. This can be linked to the value field of self-expression and the freedom children are given to take a 
playful attitude. 
 
Hrönn Pálmadóttir 
Children’s perspectives on their lived experiences through video observations: Methodological challenges 
 
Research within early childhood education has placed emphasis on various observation methods to approach children’s 
perspectives on their everyday lives in preschool. The aim of this presentation is to focus on methodological challenges 
that emerged when video recordings were used in a study with one-to-three year’s old children. The aim of the study 
was to capture the children’s perspectives on their lived experiences in play in an Icelandic preschool. The study was 
based on phenomenological approaches of Maurice Merleau-Ponty (1945/1962) that emphasise the human bodily 
existence in the world. The findings indicate that video recordings have considerable potential to give insight into 
children’s lived experiences as well as revealing the importance of reflection during the research process. In the 
presentation examples will be drawn from the study to address experiences and insight that were gained during the 
study and explore the relations between the researcher and the children. 
 
Annu Haho 
Belonging ethics: the philosophic al moorings of belonging in early education 
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This paper focuses on belonging ethics in the context of early childhood education. The research questions are: 1. what 
kind of human thinking does the idea of belonging foster, 2. what kind of human existence nourishes belonging in the 
community. This examination is confined to the most fundamental works of the philosophers Martin Buber, Emmanuel 
Levinas and Simone Weil. The primary interests in these philosophical works are the position of the individual in relation 
to others, and the secondary actor’s ability to notice and interpret the phenomena and meanings of human action in 
interaction with others. The aim is to inspire the philosophical texts of the writers within the frame of phenomenological 
and hermeneutic philosophy. The moorings of belonging will be examined from four viewpoints: individual belonging, 
communal belonging, functional belonging and belonging as a professional competence. In conclusion the paper 
suggests the following as ethical principles of belonging. Firstly, the individual belonging is based on the epiphany of “I” 
being “Thou” for the other, and respectively, “Thou” also being “I”.  Secondly, the narratives offer the possibilities of 
making visible the experiences of what it is to be human and of being human. The narratives also connect the members 
of a community to each other. Thirdly, the community offers the opportunity to realise human existence, and to be a 
member in some community actualises in terms of action. Fourthly, belonging is a professional value. The value of 
professional awareness and understanding will affect the professional’s responsibility and her/his moral behaviour. 
 
Jaana Juutinen 
Relations in day care center: Children’s narratives about belonging 
 
This paper is based on the manuscript of the second article of my doctoral thesis. The focus is on children’s belonging 
as a phenomenon of being in relations in day care centers. Belonging to a community is assumed to be a crucial part of 
well-being of the individual (Allardt, 1980) and I am interested in what is belonging from children’s perspectives.  Day 
care centers are the social contexts where children and adults together construct belonging. This study raises the 
following questions: How is child’s belonging to a community valued in early childhood education? How do individual 
and collective values relate to each other in early childhood education? In this paper, I study how children construct 
their belonging to a day care center community through narratives. 
 
The methodology of this study is based on the ideas of narrative ethnography (Gubrium & Holstein, 2009). I have 
gathered research data together with children aged mainly from 3 to 5 in four day care centers in autumn of 2013. 
Through everyday narratives children construct their understanding of what it is to be an individual and what it is to be 
a part of a community (Ochs & Capps, 2001; Viljamaa, 2012). Everyday narratives are constructed together with other 
children and adults, I have also been part of the everyday life in day care centers when collecting the data.  Research 
data consists of written observations, recordings, photographs and videos.  The preliminary results of the study are 
presented. 
 
 

Vulnerable childhoods 2 
Chair: Reija Paananen 

 
Eija Keränen 
Väkivaltainen isä 5–10-vuotiaiden lasten kokemana 
 
Millaisia isiä väkivaltaisesti käyttäytyvät miehet ovat lasten mielestä? Miten väkivalta vaikuttaa lapsen ja isän 
suhteeseen? Entä voiko väkivaltainen mies olla hyvä isä? Tutkimukseni etsii vastauksia näihin kysymyksiin. Haastattelin 
tutkimukseeni 14 lasta, joiden iät vaihtelivat 5 ja 10 ikävuoden välillä. Lapset olivat turvakodissa äitinsä kanssa. Kaikki 
lapset olivat nähneet isän äitiin kohdistamaa väkivaltaa ja osa lapsista oli lisäksi ollut itse isänsä väkivallan kohteena. 
Väkivaltaa puolisoaan kohtaan käyttävien miesten isyyttä tutkittaessa on tullut esiin, että he pitävät itseään yleensä 
hyvinä isinä. He eivät myöskään ajattele mitä seurauksia väkivallasta on lapsille tai isä-lapsi-suhteelle. Haastatellut 
lapset kuvailivat isäänsä pelottavaksi, ilkeäksi ja vihaiseksi, mutta myös kivaksi ja joskus iloiseksi. Isän ja lapsen suhteesta 
tulee väkivallan ilmapiirissä ristiriitainen ja lapsi joutuu olemaan varuillaan. Hyvän isän tärkein ominaisuus oli tässä 
tutkimuksessa kiltteys. Hyvä isä ei tee kenellekään pahaa, hän auttaa lasta, leikkii ja on kiva. Väkivaltainen isä on hyvän 
isän vastakohta. Vaikka haastatellut lapset eivät pitäneetkään omaa isäänsä ensisijaisesti hyvänä isänä, hän ei ollut 
heidän silmissään myöskään täysin paha, vaan hyvä ja paha puoli vuorottelivat. Tämä tuo tietynlaisen epävarmuuden 
isän ja lapsen suhteeseen. Väkivaltainenkin isä on lapselle tärkeä, mutta millaista isyyttä hän tarjoaa? 
 
Tämä vielä keskeneräinen tutkimus on kehitys- ja kasvatuspsykologian erikoispsykologin tutkintoon liittyvä 
lisensiaatintutkimus Jyväskylän yliopistossa. 
 
Minna Lähteenmäki & Liisa Karlsson 
”Hän itkee missä koti on” – Turvapaikanhakijalasten saduissa ilmenevä hyvinvointi 
 
Sadutusmenetelmä on väline, jota hyödyntämällä lapset voivat tutkimusten mukaan käydä kokemuksiaan turvallisella 
tavalla lävitse. Menetelmän avulla on lisäksi mahdollista saada tietoa, millaisia hyvinvointiin liittyviä asioita lapset 
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mielessään pohtivat. Ikävistä asioista ei yleensä puhuta suoraan, vaan välillisesti. Satujen kerronnan avulla lapset 
pystyvät etäännyttämään itsensä puhumalla ikävistä aiheista jonkun tai joidenkin toisten kautta. Hämmentäviä aiheita 
voidaan käsitellä myös huumorin avulla ja kertoa niistä vain sen verran mihin ollaan itse valmiita. 
 
Sadutusmenetelmän avulla kerrottuja tarinoita koskeva tutkimuksemme osoitti turvapaikanhakijalasten puhuvan usein 
hyvinvointia horjuttavista asioista. Turvattomuus, perhesuhteissa ilmenevät ongelmat ja väkivallan olemassaolo olivat 
aiheita, joista haluttiin kertoa muille ihmisille. Saduissa tuotiin paljon enemmän esiin ikäviä kuin mukavia asioita ja 
tapahtumia. Etenkin fyysisen hyvinvoinnin heikentymiseen sekä elossa tai ehjänä selviämättömyyteen liittyvä 
tematiikka oli yleistä turvapaikanhakijalasten saduissa. Sen sijaan lapset eivät puhuneet tai puhuivat vain vähän 
koulutukseen tai materiaaliseen hyvinvointiin liittyvistä asioista. 
 
Tutkimukseen osallistui 18 lasta, jotka edustivat seitsemää eri kansalaisuutta. Analysoimme 55 vapaalla 
sadutusmenetelmällä kerrottua tarinaa. Analysoimme aineistoa sisällönanalyysilla ja narratiivisella lapsinäkökulmaisella 
otteella peilaten sitä UNICEF:n (2007) hyvinvointimalliin että Eric Allardtin (1976) kehittämään having, loving, being -
jaotteluun. 
 
Marita Neitola & Päivi Pihlaja 
Mothers' social networks and their connections to the children’s socio-emotional competence 
 
Our aim is to describe, how mothers' own social networks are related to toddlers’ socioemotional competence and 
difficulties.Theoretical framework  combines mothers´ and toddlers´ social network, competence and friendship. Many 
psychological and sociological theories and research have emphasized that the nature and quality of children’s social 
interactions have a significant impact on their development (Fabes, Gaertner & Popp, 2008). Recent studies compromise 
that both families and peers play important roles in children’s social development, and suggest that the family and the 
peer have both unique and common effects on child’s social development (Cairns & Cairns, 1994; Maccoby, 2006; 
Mounts & Steinberg, 1995). Research studies focused on the linkages between parent–child and peer relationships 
share the view that children’s relations with their peers are grounded in their relationships with parents. Parents’ 
parenting styles and childrearing practices influence the quality of children’s social relationships and social competence. 
Moreover, there is empirical evidence that parents’ own experiences of their peers and friends, memories of their social 
interaction in childhood and currents social relationships have influence on their children’s social competence (Grimes 
& al., 2004).Mothers with high levels of social competence have children who are more social competent and more 
accepted by peers (Printein & La Greca 1999; Doyle, Markiewicz & Hardy1994). 
 
The study is searching connections between mothers' and children´s social competence and friendships.  In this study 
we used Brief Infant-Toddler Social and Emotional Assessment (BITSEA) parent form to assess children`s socioemotional 
competence and difficulties. Mothers' social network was studied by questionnaire. The data contains of 1015 children 
and their families. This study is a part study to a multi-disciplinary follow-up study ”Steps to Healthy Development and 
Wellbeing”, which started at 2007. The results will be discussed in presentation. 
 
Kaisu Hermanfors 
Inklusiivinen pedagogiikka lasten yhteisen kasvun mahdollisuutena varhaiskasvatuksessa 
 
Nykypäivän lapsuuden yksi keskeinen ympäristö on institutionaalinen varhaiskasvatus. Siellä toteutetaan lapsuuden 
politiikkaa arvopohjasta yksittäisen kasvattajan pedagogisiin ratkaisuihin. Ne puolestaan heijastuvat yksittäisten lasten 
ja lapsiryhmän toiminnassa. Inklusiivisen kasvatuksen idea on hyväksytty laajasti mutta se, millaisin pedagogisin 
ratkaisuin sitä toteutetaan ja millaisia tuloksia on saavutettu, on vielä vähän käsitelty suomalaisessa 
varhaiskasvatuksessa. Vastaavasti vähälle käsittelylle on jäänyt tutkimukset, joissa on tukeuduttu muihin kuin 
yksilölliseen näkökulmaan vammaisuudesta. Tässä esityksessä nojaudutaan sosiokonstruktivistiseen näkemykseen 
vammaisuudesta ja tuen tarpeesta. Tällöin tuen tarve nähdään aika- ja paikkasidonnaisena sekä tilannekohtaisena. 
Nämä lähtökohdat avaavat näkökulman inklusiiviseen pedagogiikkaan, jossa kasvuympäristössä tehtävillä muutoksilla 
pyritään tukemaan monenlaisten lasten kehitystä. Inklusiivista pedagogiikka tarkastellaan lasten haastattelujen (N=7) 
ja ohjatun leikin opetuskokeilussa saatujen tulosten kautta. Lasten osallisuus mutta myös kasvattajan ohjaus on tässä 
keskiössä. Näitä pedagogisia ratkaisuja peilataan lapsilähtöiseen varhaiskasvatukseen. 
 
 
 

Parallel sessions 5: Friday 9.00-10.30 
 

Beyond viewing children as 'beings' or 'becomings' – appreciating plurality, difference, and 

unpredictability in education and research 
Chair: Ulrika Bergmark, Discussant: Eva Alerby 
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In Western countries, two different ways of thinking about children in education have been predominant: the binary 
notions of the child as becoming or being. The child as becoming, is manifested primarily in classical developmental 
psychology while the notion of the child as being, has been highlighted mainly by sociological researchers in their 
critique of developmental psychology, emphasizing the child’s future becoming. This latter notion is also visible in a 
totally different manner in the philosophy of Rousseau, emphasizing the free and natural child. 
 
In this symposium, we explore alternative ways of thinking about temporal notions of children beyond linear views on 
time and binary notions of children perceived as ‘either/ or’. This view is signified by an intertwined and ongoing 
connection between the temporal notions of have been, being and becoming, appreciating plurality, difference, and 
unpredictability. We suggest that such multi-dimensional conceptualizations of children have implications for education 
and educational research: valuing children’s voices and diverse experiences through their participation in matters 
affecting them. In this symposium, we will discuss theoretical and methodological issues relating to education and 
educational research with children. 
 
Michael D. Burroughs 
Recognizing the Child through Philosophical Collaboration 
 
I will begin by briefly discussing a dominant and, I contend, problematic conception of the child in the Western 
philosophical canon. In the work of figures ranging from Plato and Aristotle to Kant (as well as a number of 
contemporary philosophers) the child is regarded as the non-adult and being-to-be-transformed. That is, the child is 
conceptualized by means of a negation of the qualities and characteristics of the adult. Given her supposed deficiency 
in relation to the adult, the child is regarded as in need of correction, with education serving as the primary tool of 
reform.  
 
In response—both to this conception of the child and this approach to education—I will discuss my philosophical work 
with children in primary and secondary school classrooms. I will describe the process of participating with children as 
co-collaborators in philosophical dialogue and, in turn, the recognition of children as philosophical, expressive persons. 
I argue that this work provides a foundation for effective critique of both historical and contemporary conceptions of 
the child as mere becoming. Further, I problematize the being/becoming division as applied to the adult-child distinction 
and attributions of agency more generally. Agency—whether as possessed by persons classified as adults or children—
should be understood in a relational, as opposed to strictly individualistic (and linear-developmental) sense. Whether 
one is developed/undeveloped, rational/pre-rational, moral/premoral hinges, in large part, on the presence or absence 
of substantive relationships of recognition in one’s life.  
 
Susanne Westman 
Temporal ambiguities beyond linearity in teacher work and children’s learning 
 
When exploring teacher work from a philosophical perspective, temporality appears to be one central dimension. 
Educational settings are to great extent governed by temporality, not only as schedules and as timeframes, but as 
predominant temporal notions of children, knowledge and learning. These temporal notions may set up a binary 
opposition between process and outcome and create a divide between children’s have been, being and becoming, which 
can be regarded as problematic. In contemporary Western education, this shows for example, as a strong emphasis on 
linear progression, on what the outcomes are and on what works. The overall aim of this paper is to explore and discuss 
temporal ambiguities in teacher work and children’s learning. In addition, a reconsideration of temporality beyond 
linearity—a chiasmic be(com)ing—is suggested, based on the philosophies of the French philosophers, Maurice 
Merleau-Ponty and Gilles Deleuze. The issue addressed, is discussed in relation to these philosophies and to interviews, 
drawings and visual documentation from teachers in pre-schools and schools in Sweden. The data shows that the 
teachers experienced the ambiguity of being open for children’s life-worlds and desires, their past and present 
experiences, while still working towards predetermined outcomes in the future. 
 
Eve Mayes 
“We knew what we were going to do – a kid would just play around”: Co-theorising puppet elicitation with high 
school student co-researchers 
 
Conceptualisations of children, as ‘becomings’, ‘beings’ or ‘becoming-child’ have implications for research methods 
used with children and young people. Puppets have been typically used with younger children for therapeutic or 
research purposes, with adults analysing the works produced by children. This paper explores the use of puppets with 
high school student co-researchers (12-18 years old) in a participatory ethnography of student participation in school 
reform. The young people created puppet shows related to their experiences of student participation in school reform 
in focus groups. A few weeks later, the same young people analysed these research products collectively and co-
theorised the value of puppet elicitation as a research method. Thinking with a Deleuze-Guattarian ontology of 
childhood, I examine their discussion of puppet elicitation in relation to age, and their discussion of one particular 
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puppet show that explores the relationship between age and teacher/ student interactions. I argue that puppet 
elicitation, analysed with young people, may open up other possibilities for considering issues affecting children and 
young people, but must be examined alongside the dynamic spatio-temporal conditions of their production.  
 
Ulrika Bergmark & Catrine Kostenius 
Creating opportunities for diversity and unpredictability: inviting children to be co-researchers  
 
Multidimensional conceptualizations beyond viewing children as ‘being’ or ‘becoming’, value children’s voices and 
participation in processes they are involved in. This paper focuses on methodological issues relating to children’s 
participation in different phases of a research process concerning relationships and well-being in school. Based on a life-
world phenomenological ontology, we use two research and development projects - Full of Value and Arctic Children - 
to shed light on children’s (10-15 years old) participation in research. The methods used in the projects were open 
writing, group reflection, drawings, and exhibition discussions. The children created and analyzed the data together 
with the researchers. This research showed opportunities and challenges when inviting children to be co-researchers. 
It implies the importance of including diverse perspectives of children and adults in educational research, allowing for 
plurality and unpredictability to be vital parts of a research process.    
 
 

Children tell of their well-being – who listens? 1 
Chair: Liisa Karlsson 

 
Liisa Karlsson & Anu Carlsson  
Well-being of children: good and bad days of children in Finland and Estonia 
 
Well-being is a current topic. Many indicators, research and development projects have been developed for this cause. 
Well-being is a central theme in a welfare society. It’s a problematic and slippery term, because it covers a very large 
part of life’s phenomenon and it is difficult to determine precisely. 
 
However the way well-being is understood, reflects in decision making in schools, at home as well as in political 
decisions. Therefore it is reasonable to ask whose understanding of well-being has being leaned on? What has been the 
level of awareness when defining the term? What do we know about well-being experienced by children? An experience 
of well-being can mean different things to different individuals in different contexts. But they can also be similar. What 
kind of descriptions do pupils have for well-being in Finland and Estonia? How much children emphasize views which 
have being brought up by indicators and how much they bring up something totally different? 
A project funded by Finnish Academy Listening to children’s voices and receiving their stories (TelLis, 1134911, Part of 
the consortium research Children tell of their well-being-who listens? TelLis) have 7-12-year olds (approx. 500 children) 
produced stories by Storycrafting method (Riihelä 1991; Karlsson 2013; 2000). They describe in their stories good and 
bad days. We have analysed this material with narrative content analysis method (Karlsson & Carlsson & Lähteenmäki 
& Müürsepp 2014). We have reflected findings to other material, which also have brought up children’s subjective 
points of views about well-being. 
 
Children’s stories bring up many views on well-being. Children find friendship, activity and nature important, but there 
are also differences between individuals, age-groups, genders and children living in different countries. For example 
material things don’t seem especially important to many children. Are other things more import for children in a 
material driven society or are there other reasons for emphasis that children bring up? A proposal discusses also what 
kind of meaning does narrative information about one’s life has in schools, childhood research and political decision 
making.  Also nature, benefits and limitations of narrative information has being examined. 
 
Elina Viljamaa 
Why do children go straight into puddles but adults avoid them? 
 
In my presentation, I focus on the relationship between children and water based on my PhD-research (2012) With 
children’s knowledge. Narrative encounters of a mother and children at home. The research material: videos, photos, 
field notes and stories wrote about children’s imaginative playing were produced by me and children and looked in the 
process called dialogic re-reading and re-narration. 
 
My theoretical starting point is in the narrative approach. I understand narrating as a way for me and children to 
construct knowledge about the world and ourselves. According to Bruner and Lucariello (2006), narrating rises from the 
violation of something we think as ordinary, and from the aims to find one’s way back to balance. Also Merleau-Ponty’s 
(2000, 2002, 2010) theories about perception, embodiment and aesthetic logos have inspired me. According to him, 
perception is a starting point for everything. The world is not an object of our perception but rather a field where our 
perception takes place. 
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Children’s knowledge about water is some kind of “first” knowledge, knowing before explanations. There are similarities 
in children’s water narratives and narratives told in different cultures before the scientific world view. I suggest that 
knowledge and knowing are not something increasing by nature but we also forget how the world was for us once. This 
challenges us adults to respect children’s ways to know and be in the world. 
 
Riikka Hohti 
Children and time in the classroom 
 
This presentation is based on my ongoing doctoral study, where the question ‘what is happening in the classroom’ is 
explored through children’s ethnographic writing. The data were produced during ten months in a Finnish classroom of 
10-year-old children. Two children at a time were asked to write observations, thoughts or stories freely on a laptop 
computer during the school day. The open-ended writing task resulted in rich and complex narrative ethnographic data. 
In my study I attempt to cherish the complexity and the messiness of the writings, looking at relations, processes, flows 
and intensities instead of fixed points or separate individuals. To this end, I have used the Deleuzian idea of nomadic 
writing. 
 
I will focus on the aspects of time. Childhood is approached as an emergent condition (Prout 2005) consisting of open-
ended interactions, which include the dimensions of time ranging from bio-social processes of maturation to the 
institutional time structures of the school. The writings confirm the significance of the time-space paths (Gordon et al. 
2000) that shape a lot of the school activity. Nevertheless, a multitude of different times and ages entangle in the data. 
The structured and linear time sometimes disappears and dynamic shifts of intensities can be seen emerging through 
repetitions or affective flows. The structures are abandoned, and chaos and joy take over. In my analysis, I read and 
retell the writings of the children and ask: How does time fold within the children’s nomadic writing of the classroom? 
 
 

Children's participation 4 
Chair: Taina Kyrönlampi 

 
Pekka Mertala, Liisa Tähtinen, Hannele Karikoski & Vesa-Matti Sarenius 
Value of toy 
 
This study is a part of broader research project “Play in different contexts”. Project is carried out in collaboration with 
Finnish toy importer AMO Oy. This presentation focuses on 6-8 years old children’s views on values of toys. Presentation 
is a synthesis of two studies: Play in the home context (Tähtinen 2013) and Functional manipulation potential of toys 
(Mertala 2013).  
 
Data was collected by interviewing children twice in their home. First they chose 8 toys from a tailored catalog and 
explained why they wanted those particular toys. Second time they told about the experiences they had while playing 
with chosen toys. 
 
Toys were analyzed by using the framework of functional manipulation potential. Data collected by interviews was 
analyzed by abductive content analysis. Two kinds of values were found: 1.) values that are in the toy itself and 2.) 
values that children give to toys. Sub-categories of material resources, social relations and self-realization were 
recognized from the given values (Allardt 1976; Puroila 2012). 
 
This study deepens the knowledge of the predicted and actualized value of toys not only as a plaything/functional object 
but as a cultural artefact that children use as one form of their voice. 
 
Taina Kyrönlampi 
Meaning of play at home, day care, and school in constructing children’s daily life 
 
Everyday life of children is often constructed with home, school, and institutional day-care in Finland. Schools as 
institutional practices create conditions for the structure of the day at home and influence activity settings in the 
families i.e. construct daily rhythm for children at home and school. Daily rhythm of pre-school age children is mainly 
constructed with parents working hours and institutional day-care. I have gathered data by interviewing children under 
school age and by interviewing school age children while looking at photos they have taken on their daily living. 
 
Children’s institutionally organized daily rhythm in which they have to adopt parents’ rush and institutions’ structured 
pace is opposite to their spontaneous, peaceful rhythm. Earlier studies (Kyrönlampi-Kylmänen, 2007; Kyrönlampi, 2014) 
show that smaller children experienced even more strain than older, school age children. Experienced stress is 
connected to timetables of day-care center that do not allow enough uninterrupted time for children’s own initiatives 
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on play. Less pressure experienced with school age children is connected to not strictly structured evenings. Children 
have enough time for play. At school, children’s play during the breaks between the lessons is significant for their well-
being Children do not want or need hectic daily living, but peaceful time for being together with their parents, and for 
playing with siblings and friends. 
 
Kristine Järnefelt 
”To be a child just like the others in peer group” - the substantive theory of activity and participation of a child with 
special educational needs 
 
A child with special educational needs can be perceived differently by parents and professionals, but also by other 
children in the peer group. The way the child is perceived as an actor and a participator in his/her daily activities affects 
practices in planning, implementing and evaluating learning in early years and early intervention. 
 
This presentation is based on a doctoral thesis published as a monograph (From 2010). The aim of this grounded-theory 
-study was to describe and examine how early childhood education and habilitation are connected in the daily routines 
of one child with special educational needs. 
 
The central category of this research was context-based action and participation of the child with special educational 
needs. The substantive theory of this case study is a model of activity and participation of the child with special 
educational needs. In this model, elements of action and participation are described and connected. This model as a 
substantive theory can be used as a modeling aid when parents and professionals plan, implement and evaluate co-
operation in learning and intervention in children`s early years as organizational learning. This model can be also used 
when alternative perspectives and pedagogical processes are discussed and explored in inclusive policies in co-
operation with parents and professionals. The model can help to connect pedagogical and diagnostic views and medical 
models. 
 
Anna-Maria Tenojoki 
Regional Differences in Children's Time Use in Finland 
 
Children’s well-being diverges both regionally and socioeconomically in todays Finland. The situation has declined in 
last decades. Previous studies have indicated that children’s time use might be diverging as well. For instance, the 
adequancy of family time and children’s participation in hobbies is higher in city of Turku than in mostly rural Kainuu 
region. However, comprehensive research on regional differences in children’s time use hasn’t been made. This paper 
focuses on examining regional differences in children’s time use in Finland. The survey data is based on children’s time 
diaries from years 2009-2010. The data is collected by Statistics Finland. Studying children’s time use gives us better 
understanding of children’s lives and well-being from a child-focused perspective. An examination of children’s activities 
and time-use patterns will highlight their participation in society, as individuals and as a group. The method allows 
comparisons between groups of children both within a society and internationally. This paper is part of my ongoing PhD 
thesis. 
 

 

Contested and conflicting values / vulnerable childhoods 
Chair: Elina Paju 

 
Tehetna Alemu Geleta 
Effects of living environments on the psychosocial wellbeing of orphans in Rwanda 
 
This study examines the effects of living environments (child headed households, orphanage, foster and street children) 
on the psychosocial wellbeing (emotional well being, mental distress, decision making process and risk taking behavior) 
of orphans in Rwanda. The study is based on a survey that was conducted in 2009 using a randomly selected nationally 
representative sample of 424 Rwandese children and adolescents. The results indicated that children in orphanages 
exhibited significantly better emotional wellbeing and lower mental distress compared to children in other living 
environments; while street children demonstrated significantly higher risk-taking behavior. Child-headed households 
and children in foster homes exhibited a better proclivity for making difficult decisions in their daily lives. Controlling 
for age, food availability, schooling, region of residence and sex  did not change the effects that living environments had 
on psychosocial wellbeing. In addition, regardless of the types of living environments, girls, older and uneducated 
children and those lacking proper meals in a day exhibited low levels of emotional and mental wellbeing. Older children 
and those who never attended school were more likely to engage in risky behavior. The longer orphans spent in a 
particular living environment, the lower was their emotional wellbeing and the higher their mental distress. The findings 
highlight the importance of treating orphans as heterogeneous groups in which living environment remains a major 
source of variation in psychosocial wellbeing. The prominence of orphanages in providing better emotional well being 
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and mental health, as well as in mitigating risk taking behavior could signify the importance of institutional set up in 
African context. On the other hand, the fact that orphanage undermines decision making process among orphans could 
be a cause for concern. 
 
Tatiana Novikova 
A "glossy" infant 
 
One of the main aspects of the contemporary life is that “media-reality is reality of everybody, but not for everybody 
[…] Media are not out of us, media are inside us”. The most valuable ideas are reflected in our consciousness at the 
angle of media. Infancy as a special and unique period in the lifespan of each person is not exclusion. Symbols, images, 
values of infancy are induced by advertising and glossy magazines. 
 
So the idea of our analyses was to find out how infancy is visualized in the glossy magazines for the young parents and 
what image of a baby is translated and cultivated in the cultural consciousness by media. We’ve chose the content 
analyzes as the method of our research. The chosen categories of the content analyses let us construct a detailed image 
of a “glossy baby” and to find out how different activities of modern families should be organized around it.  The main 
questions we try to answer are: Do we really need such infants? Should the perinatal culture in the world of technologies 
and information be organized in such way as it translated through glossy magazines and advertising images? And what 
dangers are hidden in this transgression of media in the inner life of society members? 
 
Anna Nikupeteri & Merja Laitinen 
Children exposed to post-separation stalking – Security and safety in children’s everyday life 
 
This presentation discusses on children’s security and safety in the context of stalking after parent’s break-up of a 
partnership. We define stalking as severe, multidimensional, and a systematic process of violence in the framework of 
gendered violence. Children are often used as a means to carry out stalking - as targets of revenge or as abused 
informants - when a biological father or stepfather stalks a mother. Stalking induces fear and creates a psychosocial and 
physical threat for children. The purpose is to describe how stalking threatens children’s safety and security and how 
children deal with safety under the uncertain atmosphere of stalking. Qualitative research material consists of 
interviews and action group material collected from women and children. The tentative data analysis shows that stalking 
appears as eroded, lost and reconstructed in children’s life. 
 
Safety and security are prime values in childhood that stalking challenges. The threat of stalking prohibits daily activities, 
hinders social relationships, and isolates children from secure living structures. Child is situated in the middle of 
unforeseeable violent acts and ambiguous feelings. The web of violent acts and oppressive emotions challenge safety. 
Loved ones, staffs of kinder garden and schools, and workers in social welfare offices are in a significant role to create 
and strengthen internal safety and external security for children.  
 
The presentation is based on the research project “Invisible Children – Supporting the Survival of Children and 
Adolescents in the Everyday Life Shadowed by Post-Separation Stalking” funded by Alli Paasikivi Foundation and realized 
together with Oulu and Mikkeli local organizations of The Federation of Mother and Child Homes and Shelters. 
 
Susan McDonnell 
Contested Innocence: Children, childhood and complex identities 
 
This paper presents some of the findings from research with young children (age 5 to 8), which focused on identity 
constructions and specifically the area of racialised identities, engaging with children’s narratives and embodied peer 
interactions within the ‘mainly white’ and governmentally Catholic spaces of Irish schooling. The paper is concerned 
firstly with children’s contestation of discourses of childhood innocence, both in children’s cultural worlds and in their 
interactions with the currents of global media and consumption. Secondly, it explores how the dichotomies of assumed 
childhood ‘innocence’ or (implied) ‘guilt’ may complicate inquiry with young children into areas such as race. In the 
context of depoliticised official discourses emphasising equality and belonging and eliding difference, the research 
demonstrates children’s capacities to actively reproduce, negotiate and resist discursive hierarchies of belonging, as 
well as their knowledge of what may and may not legitimately be said in their roles as child/peer/pupil. According to 
Toni Morrison, we live in a ‘wholly racialised world’ (1992:4). Emphasising the production of inclusion and exclusion as 
dynamic processes situated in particular cultures and contexts, the paper suggests that ‘colour-blind’ and ‘colour mute’ 
educational policies, while endeavouring perhaps to protect children’s ‘innocence’ and ensure their inclusion, do so at 
the expense of engaging in an effective manner with issues that have real resonance and consequence in children’s 
everyday lives. 
 
Reference: Morrison, T. (1992) Playing in the Dark 
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Health and equality in childhood 2 
Chair: Leena Koivusilta 

 
Jutta Balldin 
Children and food – another story 
 
The aim of the presentation is to problematize the construction of the healthy child, using the analytical tool/theory of 
governmentality (Foucault, 1991) and the concept common worlds (Latour, 2004). Showing how the relation between 
childhood and food is to a high degree built on naturalistic ideas of childhood as pure, genuine and separated, and 
discussing how this relation can be understood otherwise, the presentation aim to pose questions of value and health 
in a different way.  Discussions regarding what and how children should eat have expanded and at the same time 
children have become a more important segment as active consumers. Childhood health is a highly prioritized political, 
as well as educational, issue. When it comes to food choice and eating habits children are seen as both competent by 
nature, and seduced by culture. Children are portrayed as both competent ambassadeurs for sustainable food choice 
as well as immature “sugarlovers”. Children need to be educated to eat healthy, civilized and sustainable, but they also 
have the right to experience and develop the knowledge of good eating on their own conditions. This contradictory 
picture is made clear by medical and child experts in media, parents magazine and books, as well as reconstructed 
through “the pedagogical meal” in the Swedish pre-school. Going beyond the traditional naturalistic picture of 
childhood and food, as well as sharp dichotomies between children and adults, nature and culture, living and dead, the 
presentation deals with other perspectives of childhood and food, collecting examples from popular books, as well as 
ethnographic shoots. Understanding the relation between childhood and food differently, relational, complex and in 
process, another story of children’s relation to nature and culture (common worlds) is shown. 
 
Pieter Dhondt 
Arvo Ylppö as (not) being a child of his time. A progressive approach in Finnish infant welfare work after 1945? 
 
Whereas the origin of infant welfare work and its development during the interwar years have been studied in detail 
and cross-nationally, the decades following the Second World War have largely been neglected. Since the original aim 
of these initiatives, namely the struggle against infant mortality, had become less pertinent, they had to search for a 
new mission. Although from a medical viewpoint the children (and their parents) still had similar needs, medical 
practitioners in different countries often adopted a variety of approaches. In Finland for instance, Arvo Ylppö declared 
himself in favour of a much less purely medical approach, paying attention to the child as a whole and to the family 
environment. Shared, scientifically-based medical knowledge did not necessarily result in the same health care 
measures. 
 
Ylppö is best known for his successful efforts in the decrease of infant mortality, yet at the same time he took up a 
public role in Finnish society by combining medical and educational advice with regard to infant care, until long after 
his retirement. In his memoirs, he has reflected explicitly on the balance between being a physician and an educator 
simultaneously. Because Ylppö engaged himsef actively in the training of nurses and physicians at the medical faculty 
of Helsinki University, among other education institutions, the topic will be approached mainly through the education 
of health care providers (nurses, midwives, gynaecologists and paediatricians in particular). To what extent Finnish 
infant welfare work after 1945 was indeed characterized by a somewhat progressive approach? 
 
Vanessa Lockyer-Stevens 
Nurse interaction with families following sudden death of their child in intensive care: An interpretive approach 
 
BACKGROUND Nurses play a key role in bereavement care.  Communicating with families in a way that allows them to 
manage the process of after death care is increasingly recognised as a set of competencies which are thought to shape 
the memories of the bereaved to reduce ‘survivor morbidity’ (Intensive Care Society, United Kingdom 1998).  Current 
literature is generally located around how families are supported in emergency departments; palliative and hospice 
care settings prior to death and long term follow up. Very little exists that identifies ways in which practitioners support 
families through decisions relating to care of the body immediately following death. 
 
AIMS This study aimed to widen the research in this area of bereavement care, the central research questions being 
How do paediatric intensive care nurses interact with families in dealing with the process and options of bereavement 
care after the sudden death of a child? 
 
METHODS This study used Qualitative methodology. The framing of the questions that reflect how nurses ‘interact’ with 
families is consistent with the theoretical position of symbolic interaction. As such, data gathering methods employed 
were semi-structured interviews. Grounded theory methods of analysis which are consistent with symbolic interaction, 
were also used. 
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RESULTS Four key findings emerged from this study and may be significant to a number of areas of paediatric nursing 
practice. 
 
RECOMENDATIONS Changes in guidelines for the support of the bereaved and reconfiguration of death education 
curricula were key recommendations of this study.  For example the study elicited new ideas as to how nurses identified 
cues useful in determining parental participation in afterdeath care. Further research that examines parents’ 
perspective on extending afterdeath care to the family home is proposed as informing future bereavement practices. 
This is of particular relevance in light of Lord Darzi’s End of Life report calling for more innovative ways reduce survivor 
morbidity (DH 2008). 
 
 

Literary perspectives to childhood 
Chair: Kati Launis 

 
Myry Voipio 
Education and Forthright Girls. Representations of Girls in Finnish Girls’ Literature from 1920 till 1940 
 
Girls’ literature usually tells about the growth of a girl protagonist and is written by a woman for an audience of girls. 
Historically, Finnish girls’ literature generally follows the same themes, styles and sub-genres as the international 
counterpart. The protagonists are mainly middle-class girls, negotiating their positions in different fields of life. Girls’ 
literature reflects the culture, the society and the norms of the time of its writing.  This way, Finnish girls’ literature can 
be seen to discuss and represent the current topics and the norms of its publication. In my presentation, I study the 
representations of girl protagonists in six Finnish girls’ literature novels published between 1920 and 1940. The typical 
themes of the genre during this period are education and occupation with respect to family and love. I argue that the 
girls in the novels can reach out for the future and pursue a more independent position in society than their 
predecessors, but at the same time the norms and attitudes of society, such as reputation and the concept of honor, 
and the opinions of their parents and other educators, have a great effect on them. I claim that the novels both widen 
and renew the normative representations of girls depicted in the genre. The novels in question are Helga Nuorpuu’s 
Ruusula-series (‘The Rose Corner Girls’, including four novels, 1926–1929), Solveig von Schoultz’ Petra och Silverapan 
(‘Petra and the Silver Ape’, 1931) and Rut Forsblom’s Benedikta (1940). 
 
Christopher Owen 
The Systemic Oppression of Women in Narnian Society 
 
In fiction, how a character behaves in the primary world, being the world of realism, is dependent on societal norms as 
dictated by institutionalized power and dominance. In a secondary world, being a world of fantasy or myth, gender 
expectations would, in theory, be constructed by the systems of privilege inherent in the society (or societies) of this 
world. While, arguably, internalized assumptions of privilege and oppression would be externalized in a text by an 
author unconsciously, by establishing a secondary world the author also obtains the opportunity to create a universe 
based on specific values and principles. Thus the gender norms of the author’s own world do not necessarily apply to 
the expectations of their created secondary world. Narnia, in C.S. Lewis’ The Chronicles of Narnia, is constructed with 
very specific religious beliefs and cosmological myths, and thus is an example of a secondary world constructed with an 
intentional paradigm. However, while this provides Lewis ample opportunity to create a world devoid of sexism and the 
oppression of women, both are still prevalent. The representations of various characters across all seven novels, the 
system of male privilege and patriarchy in Narnian society throughout its history, and even the literary and structural 
techniques of the texts present women as damnably inferior to men. This paper thus presents how the childhoods of 
boys are more highly valued than that of girls in The Chronicles of Narnia, and what this implies for the series’ 
readership. 
 
Elena Beloglazova 
Ideology of modern children's literature 
 
Children’s literature is a unique socialization tool due to the fact that it encompasses all new members of a society, so 
almost no one can escape its influence. We would like to dispel a widely-spread misconception that children’s literature, 
that originated as a morality builder, is now concerned only with entertainment. 
 
Although we call it “children’s literature”, it is in fact chosen, purchased and read aloud for kid by adults, who are guided 
by their idea of the right book for children. It is this double addressee that accounts for a unique ideology of children’s 
literature, that is to combine two functions: (1) entertain the child addressee, make the reading matter attractive to 
them and (2) socialize, in other words, be aimed at building a socially acceptable personality, to make a book of interest 
for the secondary adult addressee. 
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Each of the abovementioned functions materializes itself in the children’s literature as a relatively stable set of 
discourses. Thus, schooling, scientific, ethical, economic discourses appeal to the adult reader; while game, sport, 
fictional, gastronomic ones – to the child reader. 
 
The set and verbalization of discourses varies through time and space, as different societies make different educational 
claims. Thus children’s literature appears to be an instrument of shaping a new member of society in accordance with 
this society’s requirements; and its peculiar nature has ideological roots. 
 
 

Values of children and childhood in Africa 
Chair: Tatek Abebe 

 
This panel brings together papers on understandings, values and lived experiences of children and families in Africa. 
Four panel contributors approach the values that underpin the role of children, and the meaning childhood is given to 
in diverse settings and contexts of Ethiopia and Zambia. Values are conceptualized here as moral and ideological 
viewpoints around childhood that are embedded in material social practices, and complex ways in which children 
themselves contribute to processes of daily and generational reproduction. Among other topics, the panel explores how 
family collectives set social, moral, economic, and cultural expectations on children and the ways in which these 
expectations shape the place of children in families and communities: in mitigating household poverty, in 
intergenerational relationships, care and nurturance. The perspectives drawn from individual presentations will have 
important implications to rethink issues around children’s agency, interdependent family relations, social expectations, 
as well as values and valuations of children’s rights in the context of social change in Africa.  
The panel is organized as part of the initiatives of Nordic Network of African Childhood and Youth Research (NoNACYR) 
and financially supported by NordForsk.  
 
Douglas Tendai Phiri 
Rural Children’s Role in Buffering Household Poverty in Zambia 
 
This paper explores how children in the rural context help to buffer household poverty and sustains their household 
economies by engaging in a local traditional labor practice called ‘ganyu’ in Lundazi district in Zambia. This is emanating 
from an ethnographic study of 22 children aged 9 to 15 years. Different qualitative methods including interviews, focus 
groups, informal discussions and participatory observations with the children and their guardians informed the analysis 
of the paper. By exploring the labour practice of ‘ganyu’, this paper shows the different ways that children, as social 
actors, resourcefully use their agency to buffer household poverty. These findings depart from conventional poverty 
research that situates children as vulnerable, helpless and powerless victims of poverty. The paper argues that children 
in this rural context are critical in buffering rural households from the severe impact of poverty but this is albeit obscured 
and undermined by the strong constructions of childhood and adult-child relations that neglect present inputs of 
children and relocate benefits of children’s inputs to children’s ‘adulthoods.’ The paper proposes a holistic approach in 
researching children and poverty by being attentive to the various resourceful contributions that children make to their 
households by using a bottom-up framework here referred to as ‘children’s household input framework.’ The children’s 
household input  
framework categorizes children’s household input into “direct input, in-direct input, collective input, productive input 
and reproductive input.”  
 
Yisak Tafere 
Intergenerational Relationships and the Life Course: Changing Relations between Children and Caregivers in 
Ethiopia 
 
Drawing on three rounds of survey and qualitative e data collected by the Young Lives study in Ethiopia among children 
born in 1994–95 and their caregivers, this paper investigates intergenerational relationships by means of the life-course 
perspective. The life-course perspective establishes the importance of understanding intergenerational relationships 
within changing contexts of time and place.  
 
The study shows that parent–child relations are taken for granted when children are young; but as they grow older, 
parental expectations and filial obligations become explicit. In the context of rapid social change, which sometimes 
carries risks for children, parents assume that they have an obligation to guide their children. With the expansion of 
modern education and children’s exposure to different experiences outside the family, many of them contest parental 
values, norms and expectations. Schooling and other competing agents of ‘socialisation’ have contributed to increased 
inter-generational conflicts and negotiations. One important outcome of such changes is the transformation of 
relationships based on traditional processes of socialisation where norms and practices have been simply transmitted 
across generations, into ‘negotiated’ relationships where children’s agency become increasingly visible.  
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On the other hand, in the context of poverty and social change, children’s key transitions have become more 
unpredictable. For example, at one and the same age, children could be in school, or in paid work, or married, or having 
their own child. Such multiple pathways make it difficult for parents to transfer traditional age -based societal norms. 
The unpredictability and multiplicity of transitions are also major challenges for the life-course perspective as applied 
to intergenerational relationships. A life-course perspective needs to adapt to such changing circumstances, using the 
type of longitudinal evidence on which this paper is based.  
 
Sophia Chanyalew Kassa 
Traditional Child Fostering Practices in Rural Ethiopia: the Perspectives of Children and Families 
 
This paper explores Kenja, a local child fostering practice in rural Northern Ethiopia. The practice refers to sending a 
boy-child to a non-relative family for labor work mostly in situations where parents encounter extreme economic 
difficulties. For several reasons, parents and/or their children decide on child to enter Kenja. Primarily, Kenja is a means 
for survival. It is a way of shaping children’s social behavior by exposing them to learning in the face of others. In female-
headed families, for example, the practice addresses gaps in transferring farming skills to boys. Kenja is a source of labor 
for families facing shortage of labor or work load. Childless families are among these and better-off families are likewise 
for they have many cattle and farming activities. Drawing on experiences of children and parents involved in Kenja 
arrangement, this paper examines children’s social position and the socio-economic advantages of the practice. The 
paper argues that Kenja is an integral part of child raising strategy and survival mechanism for children and families. It 
is a practice that recognizes the value and active role of children in coping family-centered socio-economic problems. 
Since the fostering-out of children is considered a transfer of asset to fostering families, it is valued through the flow of 
income (cash or crop) from fostering-families to fostering-out families. Understanding the complexity of this particular 
form of child fosterage from a socio-cultural perspective requires unpacking beliefs and values embedded in it; in order 
to avoid short-sighted conclusions out of which some inappropriate lines of action are drawn.  
 
Tatek Abebe 
Family Collectives and the Values of Children’s Rights in Ethiopia 
 
Scholars have recently called for the need to reconceptualize ‘children’s right as a living practice shaped by children’s 
everyday concerns’, realities and struggles (Hanson and Nieuwenhuys, 2013: 8). Drawing on fieldwork with children, 
families and communities, this paper explores how child–family relations are mediated in, and through, children’s 
familial, social, cultural, and economic contexts and constraints in Ethiopia. The idea that children have special rights 
different from adults is an anathema to the notion of mahiberawi nuro (literally meaning collective life) that governs 
everyday social life. Ethiopian children earn their rights and, unlike what the UNCRC emphasizes, the rights they are 
entitled to are met, not because of their citizenship of the nation state, but due to their contributions to, and continued 
involvements in reproducing the daily lives of family collectives. The paper argues how children are seen by society less 
as individuals and more as members of complex family collectives to whom they owe duties and obligations in return 
for the securing of their daily existence and well-being. This has important implications to rethink discourses and values 
around children’s rights and how to make them work for children in Africa.  
 
 
 

Parallel sessions 6: Friday 11.00-12.30 
 

The child in philosophical and educational texts from the Middle Ages up to the present time 
Chair: Vesa Hirvonen 

 
Children have been invisible in the history of philosophy and ideas. It has long been thought that either philosophical 
texts do not speak about children, or if they do, the children mentioned are not considered as children but as imperfect 
adults, irrational and uninteresting. 
 
It is, for instance, generally believed that in Medieval society, the idea of childhood did not exist; however, a number of 
researchers have rejected this thesis decades ago. The belief that there was no idea of education in the Middle Ages 
has also been persistent, although it, too, has been refuted since the 1970’s when research started to reveal active 
pedagogical traditions of the period. 
 
We will challenge these views by showing that medieval and Renaissance writers had interesting theories on children. 
The attitude to children in medieval and later texts was twofold: together with madmen, drunkards and animals, they 
were sometimes mentioned as creatures who acted imperfectly, while on the other hand, their special capacities, such 
as better learning abilities, better memory and greater openness to revelation, were praised. 
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We shall uncover formation traditions which have been overlooked, in which children were highly respected and were 
treated kindly; Jean Gerson’s (1363-1429) model for instance, according to which an instructor should even become a 
child himself, smile with the children, babble to them in order to make them believe that he loves them and wants the 
best for them. 
 
Vesa Hirvonen  
Jean Gerson’s debated conception of children 
 
Jean Gerson (1363-1429) was a medieval theologian and philosopher who had a great interest in children, but his 
attitude to children is highly debated. Gerson sounds both human and inhuman at the same time. He demanded cordial 
kindness in the formation of children and seemed to admit that even adults need relaxation through play. On the other 
hand, there is the suspicious, severe Gerson, demanding constant supervision of the children. 
 
I think Gerson really pays attention to children, takes their thoughts and capacities and even their sexuality seriously, 
encourages instructors to become like a child, to play with them, and it is quite obvious that Gerson himself enjoyed 
children's company. However, Gerson's presence with children is calculating, he does not trust either children or the 
instructor, but demands that the instructor is constantly attentive to both the children's and his own sinful tendencies. 
 
Was Gerson an innovator in his theories? In most of these particular ideas, no; as it has been shown, several of them 
(such as gentleness) can be found at least in some form in his precursors' texts. Rather than being an innovator, Gerson 
develops and intensifies ideas and systematizes a program intended for the formation of children; in turn, this could be 
used for the purpose of Church reformation, a project which Gerson primarily wanted to serve. 
 
Eriikka Jankko 
The child as an example for adults in Martin Luther’s Catechisms 
 
Martin Luther (1483 – 1546) stated a clear message of the ecclesiastical change towards a more positive view of 
matrimony and of children by leaving monastic life and becoming a family man. In Luther, the family life became a 
spiritual vocation and the child became an example to the adults. Luther reports in his Large Catechism (1529) that he 
himself conducts like a child every day by reading and saying the Ten Commands, the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, the 
Psalms etc. He tells his opponents to become children as well. 
 
Children are considered as examples to the adults since they are pious and obedient. They also have learning skills 
without the hubris of adults. By this Luther does not mean that children would be innocent or would not need education: 
they are simultaneously justified and sinful, but less corrupt than adults. 
 
Luther demands that children must be taught and educated to serve God, family, church and society.  
Parents are in God's position to their children, and the children have to love and honor them like God. Nothing can be 
better and nobler for a child than the obedience toward his or her parents. Obedience does not seem to mean lack of 
activity but children’s awareness of the vocation and volition to serve the family and God joyfully. 
 
In a modern-sounded way, Luther thinks that the confident father-child -relationship encourages a human being 
towards a confident relationship to his or her Heavenly Father. 
 
Sauli Salmela 
The Jesuit ontological theories of the mind as the basis of the Jesuit educational system 
 
The most influential Renaissance-time tradition associated with children was the Jesuit tradition with its comprehensive 
educational system. The Jesuits’ understanding of man has commonly been somewhat identified with Thomism. 
However, in the Renaissance, Greek commentaries on Aristotle were published, presenting views considered heretic, 
particularly as to the mortality of the soul and the material explanation of the intellection. In addition to the 
commentaries on Aristotle, there were various texts circulated advancing Neo-Platonic, skeptical, Stoic, even Hermetic, 
alchemist, and magical ideas concerning the soul and emotions. All these had their indirect effect on the Jesuit 
psychology. 
 
Francisco Súarez (1548-1617), the unofficial theological and philosophical master of the Jesuit order, diverged 
metaphysically from Thomas Aquinas on essential points. Súarez created synthesis integrating Thomistic and Scotist but 
also Ockhamist positions. He considered essences individual and rejected the analogous concept of being, but defined 
being as the all-embracing predicate including possible and actual being instead. Suárez modified the Thomist 
psychology accordingly. 
 
During the Renaissance, the medieval Scholastic conceptions of the child were also challenged by humanistic ideas. 
Especially in the North-Italian universities, physiological explanations gained favor over philosophical faculty theories of 
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the soul of the man and the child. The question of the origin of the soul started to be approached as an embryological, 
rather than a metaphysical or theological problem. This reminds us of the current discussion over neuropsychological 
reductionist theories and the philosophy of mind in general. 
 
 

Childhoods in plural societies 
Chair: Maarit Alasuutari 

 
Xiaobei Chen 
Children’s Literature and Its Effects on Racism in Canada 
 
Children have been stakes in historical and contemporary contestations over definitions of cultural identity, nation, and 
citizenship values. This paper takes the case of children’s books and examines their effects on racism in the Canadian 
context. Children’s literature play an important role in reproducing and contesting dominant ideologies (Dittmer, 2007; 
Mickenberg, 2005; Steinberg, 2010), including racism. The paper is based on a preliminary examination of English-
language children’s books that are widely used in public libraries and schools in Ottawa, the national capital of Canada. 
Guided by three main concepts - structural racism, cultural racism, and white privilege - the paper assesses current 
children’s literature and its effects on racism. It identifies the advances that have been accomplished since “the all-
white world of children’s books” in the 1960s (Larrick, 1965) as well as significant gaps that remain. It argues that there 
is an urgent need to bring more recent scholarly insights about racism and inequalities to children’s literature. 
Specifically, the focus on individual racism needs to be shifted to tackling structural racism. As well, the dynamics of 
white privilege should be critically reflected on in children’s literature. Last but not the least, children’s literature should 
fend against cultural racism by seeking to convey some understanding of spatial and historical specificities of a culture 
practice in order to avoid homogenizing and stereotyping. It is also important that contents do not over-assume non-
white children in everyday life are always closer to their traditional culture than to the dominant Canadian culture. 
 
Katja Repo & Jouko Nätti 
Media and children’s use of time   
 
The paper focuses on the use of time by Finnish children (aged 10 to 14) in relation to media. First it shows how time 
spend with media has changed over the past thirty years.  Secondly the paper examines how much children spend time 
with media alone, with family members or with friends. Thirdly it discusses what the most common secondary tasks are 
while children watch TV or use a computer. The paper concentrates on analyzing primarily the amount of time spend 
with watching TV or using a computer.    
 
The analysis of the paper is based on the time use survey of Statistics Finland.  The paper concentrates on the data 
collected in 1979, 1987–1988, 1999–2000 and 2009–2010. The time use survey is an interview survey in which the 
respondents keep an accurate diary of their time use over a two-day period. Besides the time used for different 
activities, the survey also studies the time spent together with other people. As such the respondents record with ten-
minute accuracy what they are doing or whether they are alone, together with other family member or with friends. 
The target population for the surveys is Finnish household members aged ten and older. (Statistics Finland 2014, 
Pääkkönen 2010.) 
 

Children tell of their well-being – who listens? 2 
Chair: Eila Estola 

 
Hanna Hakomäki & Johanna Olli 
Children’s rights to be listened to and consulted with in health care and research 
 
Research findings tell that adult patients’ opinions are not heard enough in rehabilitation and therapy. From the child 
perspective there is hardly any research about this subject. However, to listen to and consult with children with 
impairments and psychiatric problems would be important not only because children have right to be heard but because 
it would deliver more precise services for children's needs. This presentation will discuss about the reasons and methods 
for listening to these children. 
 
Olli, Vehkakoski, and Salanterä (2012) found that professionals’ attitudes and their communication skills as well as 
institutional factors are the main reasons whether to listen to disabled children or not in professional contexts. 
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Hakomäki (2013) found that doing research together with a 14 year-old child about his early years experiences in music 
therapy not only opened up the mechanism of the used therapy method Storycomposing but also strengthened the co-
researcher's perception of recovery from a traumatic loss, and improved his sense of well-being. 
 
Children with impairments and psychiatric problems have knowledge concerning their own life. To listen to this 
knowledge in professional practices and in research context develops generally relevant understanding and individually 
meaningful well-being. 
 
References: 
Hakomäki, H. (2013). Storycomposing as a path to a child’s inner world. A collaborative music therapy experiment with 
a child co-researcher. Doctoral Dissertation. University of Jyväskylä, Finland. 
Olli, J., Vehkakoski, T., & Salanterä, S. (2012). Facilitating and hindering factors in the realization of disabled children’s 
agency in institutional contexts: literature review. Disability & Society 27 (6), 793-807. 
 
Susanna Kinnunen 
Children's spontaneous narrating as a space of encounter 
 
In this paper, I discuss my PhD study of children's spontaneous narrating as a space of an encounter. The idea of the 
study is based on the question: What kind of space was constructed between a child and an adult during spontaneous 
narrating? I examine the question through three different research materials of home and day care contexts. My 
purpose is to reflect what kind of information the daily encounters point out of the prevailing practice, culture, and 
particularly of the social structures. In addition, I will enchance the meaning of multimodal narration processes as a 
research method instead of the ready product. 
I base my theoretical approach on the narrative and aesthetic ways of knowing. This view emphasizes the central place 
of stories in our existence and takes account children’s holistic way to sense, think and imagine. I followed the narrative 
ethnography for listening to children’s spontaneous and multimodal narrating. In addition, the research material was 
enriched by the discussions with parents and the teacher. 
The study challenges the practitioners and researchers to critically think about how to construct knowledge together 
with children, both in educational practice and in research. 
The preliminary findings reveal the children's spontaneous stories to be as a potential method of strengthening 
children’s role in the daily encounters. By listening to and sharing the stories the experience of confidence and caring 
seemed to enable in cooperation. The spontaneous stories formed to be very important "how are you?" -moments. 
 
Tuure Tammi 
Children’s involvement in a school strike: depoliticized meanings and interpretive performances. 
 
During the past couple of years several school strikes have been arranged in Finland. In school strikes parents collectively 
take their children out of school in order to homeschool them for a certain period of time. Through these strikes parents 
have critiqued municipality’s inefficacy on solving the discovered indoor-air related problems and yet voiced their 
concern of the health of students and school staff. In this presentation one of the school strikes is scrutinized more 
carefully and the emphasis is put on perspectives of children involved in the strike. School strike is a peculiar 
phenomenon as children themselves participate through strikes in political action and in a struggle about their rights. 
How do children perceive their involvement in the struggle? What kind of figure of children as citizens emerges? 
 
Preliminary results suggest that children formulate a rather depoliticized perspective on the strike, perceiving it rather 
as a holiday or restriction of school going than as an act of resistance. The concerns on health seem to reach them 
better. Children seem to be tools of political influence and targets of protection, rather than actors in the struggle which 
concerns their rights. On the other hand children point out instances of peer talk and action in which they make use of 
the new words, such as mold and strike, they have encountered due to the local struggle. These instances suggest that 
children actively make sense on their surroundings in peer interaction thus take part, albeit quite imperceptibly, in the 
broader debate. 
 
 

Children’s competences in the management of illness in Europe: the complexity of a concept 

and the diversity of its uses 
Chairs: Nicoletta Diasio & Anna-Rosa Favretto 

 
The panel will analyze the concept of children’s competence in the management of chronic or long-term illness. The 
ability to have children taking care of themselves in the field of health and illness has been highlighted very early in 
Anglophone sociology of childhood. The session intends to revisit this concept in different research traditions (Italian, 
French, Polish, English), and in several field studies. Which indicators are taken into consideration to account for the 
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diversity of competences? Which are the connections between theory and empirical reality, and what social 
representations of the child and the childhood they imply? While some authors show the ambivalence of the concept, 
understood as a form of internalization of “surveillance medicine” and a government of a “normalized” body, for others 
the children’s competences are a way to improve compliance, empower children, reduce inequalities. Inquiring the 
competence through the categories of critical sociology of childhood and health also takes a particular meaning in an 
European context, given the economic crisis and the dismantling of the welfare state. Reducing resources for paediatric 
treatment or prevention not only amplifies the gap between the rhetoric on the value of childhood, and the actual 
measures taken in its support, but it also shows how the very idea of child competence, its heuristic value, its potential 
applications, its pitfalls too, are undervalued at a same time when they could constitute a social wealth. 
 
Donatella Cozzi & Nicoletta Diasio 
Competence, subjectivity, and empowerment. Epistemological issues about children bodies, health and chronic 
illness (diabetes) 
 
Medical anthropology, and more particularly the work of Byron Good, Deborah Gordon and Arthur Kleinman, has shown 
that dealing with chronic or long-term illness gives rise to a specific experience of the world, as well as a form of 
subjectivation. For the present paper we take competence to involve not only knowing how to act, but also knowing 
how to be, which happens through the embodiment of techniques of the body, techniques of the material culture, and 
technologies of the self. Competence then becomes a tool to establish subjectivity and acquires a political value, 
because it is a gateway to a particular kind of biological citizenship (Rose 2001) as it reveals the complex and 
contradictory relationships between the concepts of individual responsibility, empowerment, and health as social 
capital. Thanks to our work on the competences of sick children, we are in a position to reflect on this subjectivity, which 
is constructed at the point where the biomedical model is interiorized and combined with the ability to create and to 
act upon oneself and upon others. Through a few examples from a 2010 study in Trento (Italy) of the ways in  
which children aged 8 to 14 deal with diabetes on a daily basis, we will see how knowledge is incorporated and how, 
through chronic illness and the forms of agency which it allows, this subjectivity is constructed.  
 
Nina Dunne 
Factors associated with confidence in decision making in children aged 8 and 12 years 
 
There has been a great interest in children’s rights to be involved in decisions about their care (United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) 1989, DoH 2003, NMC 2008). There have been a number of studies that 
have investigated the level of involvement children are given, however, there are few studies that have explored 
children’s view on health and illness and in particular their competence and none that have been found have examined 
the confidence that children have in their decisions and the factors associated with the capacity to make decisions.  
 
The research project presented is part of an international collaboration with University of Eastern Piedmont- Italy, and 
University of Strasbourg, France. It will, in the first instance, be an independent regional pilot study that will then aim 
to come together with the international partners for the main study. We’ll present the quantitative arm of the project 
and the development of the decision making tool.  
 
A mixed methods design has been chosen which will include a phenomenological study and a cross-sectional survey. 
Children aged 8 and 12 years old will be invited to take part who have either asthma or Type 1 diabetes. Recruitment 
will take place in the Sussex Partnership NHS Foundation Trust via convenience sampling. In-depth interviews will be 
performed with the children and parents (separately).  
 
Anna Rosa Favretto, Stefania Fucci & Francesca Zaltron 
Children’s competences and health practices 
 
The competences in health and disease affect everyday life practices. Such competences are founded on relational 
aspects, expert scientific knowledge, and common sense in the cure the diseases and in preservation of the health; 
furthermore, they affect practices through which people attribute meaning to the "geography" of bodies, and to 
aetiology, treatment, and management of disease.  
 
Among the everyday life practices, our interest is in those involving the care of children's health and disease. The 
recognition of children competences in this field is related to the representations of health and disease that, both adults 
and children, use to understand and communicate their "feel good" or their "feel bad”. Moreover, such recognition is 
related to different visions of childhood, and to the gender division of labour in the family.  
 
In the present research, we show that adults most readily acknowledge children’s competences in those who are 
affected by chronic or prolonged illnesses and, in a much lesser extent, in children in general. The emphasis on chronic 
diseases highlights the contradiction in the current Western conception of childhood, where children are represented 
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as "naturally" unable to understand and communicate their states of health and illness, whereas “chronically ill” children 
are considered as able to understand and communicate their “feel good” or “feel bad”, almost as adults.  
 

Contested and conflicting values of childhood 1 
Chair: Maija Lanas 

 
Rachel Brophy  
Beautiful monsters, strange children and the problem of making distinctions 
 
What happens if we think about the value of childhood as the wish of the adult? Inviting questions about our emotional 
entanglement in constructing childhood opens new space to think about how and why we value childhood in the way 
we do. Children, “the most temporary of all social subjects” (Steedman, 1995, p. 6) are by their very nature something 
impossible to capture. The fascination with the inner world of the child acts as an antidote for lost memories and our 
inability to consciously access the emotional experiences of the past. I propose that the figure of the child stands in for 
our wishes, regrets and anxieties and that one of the reasons we value childhood is that it can be used as a revolt against 
actual experience. To explore this I’ve created a dialogue between Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein and Carolyn Steedman’s 
Strange Dislocations. The narrative of Frankenstein’s monster is considered in contrast to Shelley’s ideas about 
childhood, hoping to animate tensions in her mythology. I see the monster as a representation of childhood, who then 
becomes ‘childhood’ and exists as a figure beyond the page. Steedman’s work acts as a tool to support the complicated 
process of thinking about a child figure, its manifestation and its purpose. I suggest that the value we ascribe to child 
figures is deeply rooted in our emotional histories and transfers onto our relationships with actual children. This conflict 
makes itself known through the difficulty we have in making distinctions between real children, historical children, and 
figurative ones.   
 
Michele Poretti 
The politics of childhood: Actors' disputes about public policies concerning children and young people in French-
speaking Switzerland 
 
Despite frequent claims about children’s apolitical nature, childhood is the object of an increasingly dense web of public 
interventions spanning the whole spectrum of children’s everyday lives, from early childhood care to leisure activities, 
via schools and the family. While public policies generally share the ambition to ensure the harmonious development 
of children and their successful growth into responsible adults, childhood is often a matter of moral and political 
controversies between the very actors in charge of designing or implementing interventions on children’s behalf. These 
disputes are highly telling of the stakes associated to childhood in contemporary societies and of the paradoxical effects 
of the institutionalization of the related policies. 
 
The paper will present the preliminary findings of an ongoing action-research project aimed at assessing the relevance 
of local policies concerning children and young people in French-speaking Switzerland. The project, which uses both 
quantitative and qualitative methods, adopts a pragmatic approach and studies the actors’ arguments in context, 
focusing in particular on their capacity to both sustain and critique institutions. 
 
The paper will summarize the current patterns in public policies concerning children and young people in French-
speaking Switzerland, distinguishing between different levels of the Swiss federal State and between municipalities of 
different size and geographical location. By focusing on the disputes around key issues – such as prevention, 
intergenerational relations or the tensions between child-centred policies and interventions targeting communities at 
large – the paper will discuss the opportunities and challenges of local policies aimed at ensuring children’s well being. 
 
Mizuho Ozaki 
Ghost of childhood past? A discordant perception of time between children and adults 
 
In Japan, many children from young to old age attend at the Juku, private tuition in the after school hours. It serves as 
a place to supplement the school education, or prepare children to succeed in entrance examinations. Though high 
proportion of children attend there, their experience is not well explored, due to tendency in Japanese policy to capture 
childhood through either family or school context. One of the purposes of this research is to see their Juku experience, 
and its variation within childhood. The research involved interviewing around 20 girls about their experiences both at 
school and Juku, and drawing timeline which shows varied experiences in  out-of-school activities through their 
childhood. 
 
In the childhood study, there is a well established effort to see children as human-beings. This research agrees with this 
attempt. Despite that, a preliminary finding suggests that within the 'human-beings' of childhood, there are variation 
and sift to be recognised: from human-being (younger children) to human-becoming (older children). 
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From the finding it also emerged that there is a gap between children and parents on the meaning of good childhood. 
Parents may enforce some activity (Juku) regarding young children's future lives, but it undermines their present lives. 
On the other hand, older children keenly engage in such activity considering own future. From these, this paper argues 
that there is a clear shift in adults' responsibilities over children through childhood and it interrelates with children's 
perception of their past, present and future lives. 
 

 

Grasping for agency: Children and visual methods 
Chair: Niina Rutanen 

 
Anna Pauliina Rainio 
The contradictory dimensions of agency in empirical educational research  
 
The paper focuses on methodological challenges of grasping agency in educational interactions. Through examining 
recent theoretical debates surrounding agency, I will illuminate the following contradictory dimensions embedded in 
the concept:  
 

(1) Endurance vs contingency 
(2) Dependence vs separateness 
(3) Mastery vs submission 
(4) Enacted vs imagined agency 
(5) Control vs freedom 

 
In my paper I claim that these theoretically based contradictions can become challenges for the researchers doing 
empirical decisions on field work. The problem is that theoretical debates of agency often stay in an oppositional 
position with another conflicting viewpoint and therefore do not capture these internally contradictory elements of 
empirical phenomena. This makes theoretical accounts weak in grasping the challenges of empirical research. 
Therefore, we need conceptualizations that help empirical decision making in studies about agency in childhood and 
education. 
 
In my presentation I analyze these contradictions “at work” in different empirical sites, including my own dissertation 
research site of an early education setting called playworlds (see Rainio 2010). My presentation will also work as a 
commentary paper for the whole session, as I invite the other presenters to discuss whether these possible 
“contradictions of agency” can be recognized in their empirical sites as well. 
 
Niina Rutanen 
Social construction of space among toddlers in day care group 
 
This paper is based on a project that approaches out-of-home care and education for one to three-year-old children 
from a spatial and temporal perspective. Here, informed by structural geography, day care centre is understood as a 
space that is socially, dynamically produced in the network of interactions among human and non-human agents and 
discourses. The child care settings will be taken into scrutiny to investigate both the continuous production of space 
among children and adults, with a particular interest on children’s ‘lived spaces’. According to Lefebvre (2004) the 
production of space involves three dialectically interconnected dimensions: conceived space (the abstract, ideals, 
manifested e.g. in institutional rules, plans and discourses), perceived space (spatially-temporally organized practices 
and routines, the ‘material’) and lived space (the personal, bodily lived experiences in particular places). Also time and 
temporalities will be addressed; in child care settings, children’s agencies in relation to production of space are shaped 
by various intersecting temporal rhythms, such as biological rhythms of the body, clock time, and institutional rhythms 
(Lefebvre 2004; Elden 2004). Video-recordings were done during two months in one Finnish daycare group. Selected 
video-recorded episodes will be discussed as ‘snapshots’ to illustrate the social production of space among toddlers. In 
this analysis, the actions become visible as deeply institutionally engrained, within the network of powers. The focus 
moves from a pre-defined institutional context to how this institutional space is socially produced in these everyday 
interactions. The reflectivity about these processes of production of space are important in considering the 
development of early childhood education practices. 
 
Jaakko Hilppö, Lasse Lipponen, Kristiina Kumpulainen & Antti Rajala 
Visual Artifacts as Mediational Means for Telling and Listening 
 
In this study, we investigated the interactional processes taking place when Finnish children share and discuss their 
preschool day experiences via self-authored photos and drawings. We specifically focused on how these visual artifacts 
functioned as mediational means in these situations to provide a methodological contribution to discussions concerning 
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visual methodologies. Our theoretical framework stems from socio-cultural perspectives on tool mediated action 
(Vygotsky, 1978). Accordingly, we understand mediation as a situative process in which participants utilize different 
mediational means to engage in collaborative activities embedded in a specific institutional and cultural-historical 
context. 
 
Our analysis draws on iterative interaction analysis frameworks with a specific focus on embodied interaction. That is, 
the analytical work identifies social and material conduct through which participants use photos and drawings as 
mediational means (Goodwin, 2000). 
 
Data consist of nine focus group discussions between 10 to 30 minutes each. In the discussions, 2-3 preschool children 
shared digital photographs they produced to represent their ”moments of joy” during a preschool day. The discussions 
took place over a two-week period when the children documented their lives in the preschool. One public preschool 
class (19 children) and their teacher participated in the study. 
 
Our study provides two connected contributions. First, it unpacks the interactional dynamics via which the artifacts are 
constituted as mediational means. Second, it addresses the undertheorized role of visual tools within these interactions. 
In all, our results highlight how children's perspective’s on the preschool day emerges through self-authored 
mediational means. 
 
Farzaneh Moinian 
Digital tablets in preschool 
 
Mobile technologies mark a turning point in formal and informal learning for young children. However, there is little 
comprehensive educational research to explain the complex interrelationship between the characteristics, design and 
potentials of these technological devices and young children´s learning and play. A multimodal design theoretical 
perspective is used in this study and from this perspective learning can be understood as both meaning making, 
negotiating of identities and play. The aims of this article is to understand 1) how preschool teachers didactically design 
the digital preschool environment allowing children’s space of action and participation; 2) how children’s use of digital 
tablets challenge power relations and how children negotiate their identities and; 3) how children’s learning and play is 
transformed and formed in the digital interface. 
 
Two preschools in Sweden have been followed in a research project and empirical video material from both studies has 
been multimodally transcribed and analyzed. The analysis examines children’s talk, facial mimics, gestures and other 
body movements as well as screen activity and affordances. The findings capture diverse experiences showcasing the 
potential for digitally mediated play and learning. Not only is a power relation challenged and children’s space of action 
extended, the result also show how pupils play and make meaning by identifying themselves from multiple identities. 
 
 

Vulnerable childhoods 4 
Chair: Anna Nikupeteri 

 
Zachari Duncalf 
Valuing childhood studies in social work: the sociological exploration of a childhood in care 
 
Historically young people in care have been researched and understood in reference to social work policies, theories 
and practices. Rarely do we find studies in this area that place disciplines such as sociology or anthropology at the centre 
of the research analysis. Theories and research at the centre of childhood studies within both these disciplines can show 
us new understandings about the experiences and lives of young people who grow up in children’s homes or in foster 
care. 
 
This presentation showcases research I have conducted over the last five years with young people living in children’s 
homes. I present some of the theoretical and methodological challenges I have experienced when analysing these 
experiences within social work frameworks. Interwoven with these challenges I present new insights when exploring 
these young people’s lives in relation to the richness offered by childhood studies. 
 
Vera Gulina & Valentina Novikova 
Juvenile deliquency: pedagogical and law aspect of study 
 
As Russian Federal Statistics Service reports, the number of crimes committed by under-aged falls (for instance, in 2012 
there were 64.3 thousand crimes against 71.9 in 2011, and 78.9 in 2010). Meanwhile, their crimes become graver and 
crueler.  
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In terms of theory, we can offer the following classification of the juvenile delinquency factors: 1) psychological 
problems within a family, such as negative behavior of family members, conflicts among parents and relatives on the 
whole, domestic violence; 2) children’s own psychological issues; 3) socio-economic problems within a family (low 
income); 4) deficiency of the social infrastructure – like educational establishments providing after-school activities and 
additional education; 5) deficiency of social management and information about actors providing social, psychological, 
economic, medical care and support to the risky group of children; including insufficient measures in terms of promoting 
legal information and culture.  
 
As a number of cruel crimes committed by juveniles is growing, the main cause can be defined as psychological problems 
in the family. This statistics allows us to conclude that it is necessary to work more with the family, which has always 
been the core of typical Russian values. Family values are supposed to involve a child into active exploring and preserving 
nature, taking care of physical and mental health, keeping and developing the traditions of Russian North and folk 
culture.  
 
From this point of view, it is of paramount importance to get back to the historical roots in Russian North. It is impossible 
to idealize the past. It is clear that there are positive and negative features to speculate on, but at the same time, it is 
obvious that every nation has its own history and the system of raising children. From this perspective, family traditions 
are considered to be one of the essential parts in the regional educational system in Arkhangelsk.  
 
In terms of folk and family traditions, the following historical issues deserve our attention: Russian North as enormous 
historical and cultural region which has its peculiar culture; the way of peasants life and raising children; educational 
traditions in Russian North.  
 
Therefore sound and effective measures should be taken in Russian to deal with juvenile delinquency and achieve long-
term results taking into consideration the advantages and disadvantages of the existing system of official establishments 
and other actors in this field. 
 
Kirsi Kaikko 
Value creation in production and supervision of child custody services 
 
Value creation processes and value outcome determination are terms that have been in great interest in marketing 
theory.  They are also interesting terms to think about in social work context. An online questionnaire concerning co-
operation and service production was sent in October 2013 to 820 persons who are responsible for private child 
protection units in different firms (practically to all firms that are registered) amongst whom 216 persons answered 
back.  I am going to present some ideas how customers (children) are and could be part of value creation process in 
child custody services. It is a question about participation and hearing the individual voices of children. 
 
If you think about value creation, you usually think customers as consumers who are comparing services and choose 
the best alternative for their needs. If they are not satisfied, they complain. As we know, that is not the case when we 
talk about child protection services.  First of all most children are not customers of the custody services through their 
own choice. In the contrary – they want back to their parents. The question is: how to create value in co-operation 
between firms, authorities, families and individual children.  In this representation value means that the child gets what 
he/she needs (and wants). 
 
I investigate values thorough child protection law and role theory. In child protection individual children have roles that 
are either given or taken. Given roles are for example those which they get because they are children, children at certain 
age, gender, or due to mental or physical illness, etcetera. Children also take different roles in child protection context. 
Those taken and also given roles may change from one context to another. It is crucial that authorities and service staff 
are aware of the processes that effects customer (child) value creation and supports that as well as they can. It is 
important that in the supervision children are taken as equal partners to evaluate and develop services which they get 
(or in this case: services they live in 24 hours a day). 
 
University of Eastern Finland and the University of Lappeenranta are responsible partners in a research project which 
aims to increase the customer value through innovative public services contracts in the social and health care domain. 
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ABSTRACTS FOR POSTER PRESENTATIONS 

 
Varpu Wiens, Helvi Kyngäs and Tarja Pölkki 
Adolescent girls' experiences of their well-being in Northern Finland 
 
Background. According to previous studies it is known that there are health differences between genders. In various 
studies findings indicate that girls present symptoms differently and more than boys and that symptoms increase with 
age. 
 
Objectives. The aim of this study is to describe girls' experiences of their well-being in Northern Finland. This study is a 
part of the research project entitled Special issues of Child and Family well-being in the University of Oulu, Institute of 
Health Sciences. 
 
Design. This is a qualitative cross-sectional study. The study population consists of girls aged 13–16 years old living in 
the province of Lapland in Finland. Before the study began, girls, their parents, the school principals and local education 
board committees were asked for a written permission. Writings about the well-being were collected from 117 girls. 
During the research attention was paid to human dignity, which includes respondents consent, voluntariness, and 
anonymity of the respondents, as well as confidence in the ability to understand the study questions. Qualitative 
content analysis was employed. 
 
Results.  Based on the analysis of the writings well-being was seen as a positive experience and feeling, and it was both 
mental and physical good health. Knowledge about girls' experiences of their well-being can be used to understand and 
to find out how and by what means girls themselves and the surrounding environment can influence and promote their 
well-being. More detailed results of the study are reported in the conference. 
 
Tarja Paakkonen 
Alaikäisen vaikeahoitoisuuden kehittyminen 
 
Väitöstutkimuksen mukaan alaikäisen vaikeahoitoisuuden kehittyminen oli prosessi, jossa elämän tapahtumat ja 
interventiot seurasivat toisiaan. Vaikeahoitoisuus ei ollut mikään yksi diagnoosi vaan ilmiö, johon liittyi eri diagnooseja. 
Vaikeahoitoisen alaikäisen varhaisiin vaiheisiin liittyi perusturvallisuuden puute ja kiintymyssuhteen häiriö. Laaja-
alaisessa oireiden kirjavuudessa korostuivat mielialaoireet, itsetuhoisuus ja psykoottinen kehitys. Vaikeahoitoisen 
käyttäytyminen aiheutti riskin omalle ja muiden terveydelle, turvallisuudelle ja omaisuudelle. Vaikeahoitoisella itsellään 
oli paha olla ja ympäristön oli vaikea sietää käytösoireita. Palvelujärjestelmä oli keinoton vastaamaan oikea-aikaisiin 
tarpeisiin. Vaikeahoitoisen alaikäisen koulunkäynti ei ollut toteutunut. Lastensuojelun tukitoimet olivat riittämättömät. 
Hoitointerventiot olivat siirtymisiä hoidosta toiseen. Vaikeahoitoisten yksikköön lähettämiseen oli yhteydessä se, ettei 
lähettävän tahon resurssit olleet riittäneet vastaamaan vaikeaan psyykkiseen oireiluun, johon liittyi vaarallisuus itselle 
tai muille. 
 
Sirja Hannula, Salla Jokinen & Niina Rutanen 
Alle kolmivuotiaan lapsen toimijuus päiväkodin piiritilanteissa 
 
Tässä laadullisessa tapaustutkimuksessa tarkastellaan suomalaista päiväkotia alle kolmivuotiaan lapsen toimijuuden 
näkökulmasta. Tutkimus sijoittuu lapsuudentutkimuksen monitieteiseen tutkimuskenttään ja osallistuu keskusteluun 
kaikkein pienimpien lasten toimijuudesta ja osallisuudesta varhaiskasvatuksen instituutioissa. Toimijuutta lähestytään 
tässä Pajun (2013) kehittelemän sidoksellisen toimijuuden kautta. Toimijuus nähdään näin ollen toiminnan virtaan 
vaikuttamisena. Tämä vaikuttaminen voi olla toimintaa muuttavaa tai eteenpäin vievää. 
 
Tutkimuksen aineisto on kerätty osana laajempaa tutkimusprojektia (”Näkymätön taaperoikä? Alle kolmivuotiaiden 
paikalliset ja globaalit paikat” 2010–2012, koordinaattorina Niina Rutanen). Projektin aikana erään päiväkodin alle 
kolmivuotiaiden ryhmässä toteutettiin etnografia, joka sisälsi havainnointien lisäksi myös videointeja erilaisista 
tilanteista, muun muassa piiritilanteista, ulkoilusta, leikeistä ja ruokailusta. Tästä aineistoista tutkimuskohteeksi 
rajautuivat päiväkodin pienten lasten ryhmän piiritilanteet. Tutkimuksen tavoitteena on tarkastella, millaisena pienten 
lasten toimijuus näyttäytyy näissä piiritilanteissa. Olemme kiinnostuneita siitä, minkälaisia muotoja lasten toimijuus 
piirissä saa ja minkälaista toimijuutta piiri institutionaalisena käytäntönä mahdollistaa. Videoaineisto on litteroitu ja 
analysoitu laadullisen videoanalyysin keinoin. 
 
Alustavat tutkimustulokset tuovat esille lasten toimijuuden rakentumista piiritilanteissa, ja erityisesti sitä, miten 
toimijuus mahdollistuu tai rajautuu piiritilanteessa kahden kehyksen kautta ja niiden välissä. Nämä kehykset ovat 
piiritilanteen formaali kehys ja informaali kehys. Rinnastamme tutkimuksessamme formaalin kehyksen käsitteen 
kuvaamaan piiritilanteen tyypillistä, virallista kulkua aikuisen ohjaamana. Formaalissa kehyksessä toimijuus näyttäytyy 
esimerkiksi lapsen tekemänä aloitteena, jonka aikuinen hyväksyy osaksi piirin kulkua. Informaalissa kehyksessä lasten 
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toimijuus näyttäytyy muun muassa lasten välisenä formaalin kehyksen ulkopuolisena toimintana, esimerkiksi omasta 
paikasta neuvottelemisena. Tutkimuksen alustavat tulokset osoittavat, että päiväkodin pienimpien lasten toimijuuden 
rakentuminen varhaiskasvatuksen ja päiväkodin kontekstissa on moniulotteinen prosessi, jonka analyysiin erityisesti 
videoaineisto näyttäisi soveltuvan hyvin. 
 
Anna Pauliina Rainio & Päivi Känkänen 
Arts-based activities with foster care youth: Inside the shelter, outside the margin – yet a survivor 
 
In the poster session we introduce our participatory ethnographic case study that focused on two applied art projects 
organized with children in foster care in 2009 – 2010: 
 
- Applied theatre project Sytytin by Finnish Theater Cooperative Ilmi Ö. 
- Rap music project Räpätessä roiskuu by Harviala State Reform School. 
 
We followed these two projects closely and actively participated in the activities as researchers. We wanted to study 
the experiences, change processes and emotions that the individual participants and the group as a community faced. 
 
Our findings from the art projects showed that what is needed in the institutionalized settings of child care is control-
free space. Two factors were central in creating this control-free space through the arts-based activities: 
 
First, in both projects various arts-based activities (e.g. shadow theatre, writing of rap lyrics, wearing costumes and 
making short films) created an important “symbolic distance” for the youth to deal with issues that are important in 
their lives. This distancing made it possible to deal also with very personal and delicate issues in a safe and productive 
way. 
 
Secondly, it was also crucial that the adults took young people’s expressions of “ambivalence” seriously and helped 
them to work with their different contradictory emotions and indeterminacy in the activity through arts-based methods. 
This helped the youth in becoming active agents and authors in the activity. The expressions of ambivalence and 
indeterminacy became socially recognized as a catalyst for agentive transformation. 
 
Heidi Määttä 
Childhood physical chronic condition and subjective well-being in adolescence 
 
Background: Chronic conditions are common already in childhood. The purpose of our study was to investigate the 
associations between childhood physical chronic conditions (CCs) reported by parents and self-reported health, life 
satisfaction and emotional and behavioral problems in adolescence.  
Methods: A sample of 6,290 children with data on chronic condition (CC) both at 7 and at 16 years of age was obtained 
from the Northern Finland Birth Cohort 1986 (NFBC 1986) which is a longitudinal one-year birth cohort (n = 9,326) from 
an unselected, regionally defined population. Self-reported health and life satisfaction were measured with single-item 
questions, whereas self-reported emotional and behavioral problems were measured with Youth Self-Report by 
Achenbach.  
Results: History of CC was associated with deteriorated self-reported health and somatic complaints among all 
adolescents. Early onset CC was related to subsequent externalizing problems and later onset CC with internalizing 
problems. However, childhood chronic condition was not associated with subsequent self-reported life satisfaction.  
Conclusions: Childhood CC increases the risk of emotional and behavioral problems in adolescence, but the outcome is 
associated to the time of onset. Childhood CC also increases the risk of deteriorated self-reported health in adolescence, 
but fortunately, it does not affect adolescents’ subjective wellbeing to such an extent that it could lower their life 
satisfaction. 
 
Päivi Lappalainen, Jutta Ahlbeck, Kati Launis & Kirsi Tuohela 
Fragile Subjects: Childhood in Finnish Literature and Medicine, 1850s–2000s 
 
The research project Fragile Subjects: Childhood in Finnish Literature and Medicine, 1850s ¬–2000s examines the 
cultural and intellectual, as well as the literary and medical history of childhood in Finland from the early stages of this 
new nation – the grand duchy of Russia – to the full nation state of the 21st century. 
 
The aim is to scrutinize the idea of childhood, its emergence, transformations, and adaptations, during the modern era 
in Finland. The project aims to answer the question of why childhood became such a crucial aspect of modernity, and 
how, and in what forms, did it make its appearance in Finland. 
 
We start with the premise that childhood became a crucial object of knowledge, observation, attention and artistic 
representation in Finnish culture in the mid 19th century. What were these images particularly in the Finnish context? 
How were certain ideals of childhood either kept alive or transformed when society slowly passed from modernity on 
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to postmodernity, from the 19th century to the after-war period? Generally speaking, how was childhood understood 
during this time period? 
 
The project addresses these questions by focusing on three aspects of childhood: child figures in fiction, childhood as 
an aspect of self in autobiographies, and childhood in child psychiatry. 
 
Outi Arvola 
HALATEN – From Vulnerable Childhood to Healthy and Safe Adulthood 
 
Turvapaikanhakijoiden joukossa Suomeen saapuu lapsia ja nuoria ilman vanhempia. Yksin maahan tulleiden ja Suomesta 
turvapaikkaa hakevien alaikäisten lasten ja nuorten määrä vaihtelee runsaasti; viimeisen 20 vuoden aikana 
turvapaikanhakijoita on ollut vuosittain 100–700. Useimmat Suomeen yksin tulleista lapsista ja nuorista ovat paenneet 
sotatilaa ja aseellisia konflikteja. Maahanmuuttajanuoret tarvitsevat tukea itsenäistymiseen, oman elämänsä hallintaan 
ja siirtymiseen koulutus- ja työuralle myös sen jälkeen, kun he ovat jo saaneet oleskeluluvan ja siirtyneet 
perheryhmäkoteihin tai asumaan omillaan. 
 
HALATEN – haavoittuvasta lapsuudesta ehjään aikuisuuteen – projekti (2013-2014) tukee alaikäisten, ilman huoltajaa 
Suomeen saapuneiden maahanmuuttajien kotoutumista ja kehittää heidän parissa toimivien ammattilaisten osaamista 
Varsinais-Suomessa. Projektin aikana luodaan monialainen, alueellinen asiantuntijaverkosto ja kuvataan nuorten 
kotoutumista edistäviä palveluita turvapaikanhakuvaiheesta kotoutumiseen saakka. Nuorille järjestetään myös 
pienryhmätyöskentelyä ja mentoritoimintaa yhdessä yhteistyökumppanien ja sosionomi- ja 
toimintaterapiaopiskelijoiden kanssa. 
 
Projektin tutkimusosuuden toteuttava Siirtolaisuusinstituutti kuuluu NordURM-verkostoon (Nordic Network for 
Research Cooperation on Unaccompanied Refugee Minors), joka pyrkii lujittamaan yksintulleiden 
turvapaikanhakijanuorien tutkimukseen liittyvää yhteistyötä sekä kehittämään heitä koskevia vertailevia 
tutkimusprojekteja pohjoismaisella tasolla.  Projektin tutkimusosuudessa selvitetään haastattelujen avulla hyvät 
kotouttamisen käytännöt ja miten erilaiset taustat vaikuttavat kotoutumiseen.  Tutkimuksessa kerätään tietoa nuorten 
selviytymisestä elämänmuutoksissa ja henkilökohtaisista kokemuksista koko kotoutumisprosessin ajalta. Siinä 
kartoitetaan sosiaalisia ja yhteiskunnallisia tarpeita, haastateltavien tavoitteita, toiveita ja asenteita. Näin saadaan 
tietoa nuorten kokemuksista ja heidän saamistaan palveluista kotoutumisprosessin aikana, aina maahantulosta 
oleskeluluvan saamiseen ja itsenäiseen asumiseen asti. Tämän rinnalla tutkitaan nuoria kohtaavien työntekijöiden ja 
viranomaisten näkemyksiä kohderyhmän kotoutumisprosessiin liittyvien palvelujen kehittämistarpeista kunnissa. 
 
Projektin tuoreet, keskeiset tutkimus- ja kehittämistulokset esitellään seminaarissa posterin avulla. 
 
Description: The project enhances integration of unaccompanied minors to Finnish society and gives support and social 
networks for these youngsters in the new home country. The other aim is to develop the skills of the professionals 
working with the youngsters. 
 
Marja-Leena Perälä, Nina Halme & Outi Kanste 
Lasten, nuorten ja perheiden palveluja yhteensovittavan johtamisen malli 
 
Lapsiperheiden palvelutarpeet ovat muutoksessa ja palvelujen saatavuudessa sekä laadussa on vaihtelua. Riittämätön 
yhteistoiminta palvelunantajien välillä voi heikentää tuen ja avun saamista. Yhteensovittavan johtamisen tueksi on 
kehitetty näyttöön perustuva malli, jonka tavoitteena on edistää tuen ja palvelujen saamista ajallaan, vahvistaa 
palvelujen strategista johtamista, tehostaa hallinnonalat ylittävää johtamista ja yhtenäistää toimintakäytäntöjä. 
 
Mallin kehittämisessä on hyödynnetty tutkimus- ja kokemustietoa lasten, nuorten ja perheiden palveluista sekä näyttöä 
vaikuttavista käytännöistä. Sen pohjautuu järjestelmälliseen katsaukseen vaikuttavista menetelmistä sekä empiiriseen 
tutkimustietoon palvelujärjestelmästä ja hyvistä palvelukäytännöistä pienten lasten vanhempien (n = 955) sekä kuntien 
sosiaali-, terveys- ja opetustoimen työntekijöiden (n = 457) ja johtajien (n = 327) näkökulmasta. Malli on kehitetty 
laajassa yhteistyössä eri tahojen kanssa: THL, STM, OPH, Kuntaliitto, tutkimusorganisaatiot sekä lasten, nuorten ja 
perheiden palveluista vastaavat johtajat ja lapsiperheet. 
 
Malli sisältää toimenpiteitä, joilla kunnan lasten, nuorten ja perheiden palveluista vastaavat sopivat palvelujen 
saamisesta jo ennen vaikeuksien syntyä. Tuen tarve pyritään tunnistamaan entistä aiemmin, ja palveluista tiedottamista 
tehostetaan. Samalla ehkäisevien palvelujen valikoimaa laajennetaan. Järjestöt, seurakunnat ja vapaaehtoistoiminta 
otetaan mukaan tukemaan perheiden arkea. Mallilla luodaan edellytykset sille, että lapset, nuoret ja perheet voivat itse 
osallistua palveluiden kehittämiseen. 
 
Malli sisältää menettelytavat siitä miten seurataan lasten, nuorten ja perheiden terveyttä ja hyvinvointia säännöllisesti 
ja miten hyödynnetään sitä kuntastrategiassa. Palvelujen ja toiminnan jatkuvaa kehittämistä tehdään osana päivittäistä 
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työtä. Tämä osallistaa kaikki lasten, nuorten ja perheiden parissa toimivat, kuten opetuksessa, sosiaali- ja 
terveystoimessa sekä muiden toimialojen parissa työskentelevät. Johdon sitoutuminen ja henkilöstön osallistuminen 
vahvistavat alan tieto-taitoa kunnassa. Mallia voidaan soveltaa kaikenlaisiin organisaatioihin eikä se ole sidoksissa 
kuntien tapaan järjestää palvelujaan. 
 
Larissa Franz-Koivisto & Susanna Kaajaluoma 
Maahanmuuttajataustaisen vammaisen lapsen ja hänen perheensä kotoutumisen tuki 
 
ETU-hanke 2013 -2015, Vammaisten lasten ja nuorten tukisäätiö 
 
Tämä kolmivuotinen valtakunnallinen hanke on käynnistynyt keväällä 2013. Hankkeen tavoitteena on edistää ja tukea 
maahanmuuttajataustaisen vammaisen lapsen ja hänen perheensä kokonaisvaltaista kotoutumista. Hankkeen aikana 
tutkitaan olemassa olevia palvelupolkuja ja kehitetään palvelupolkuja tukemaan vammaisen lapsen ja hänen perheensä 
kokonaisvaltaista kotoutumista. Kotoutuminen on kaksisuuntainen prosessi, joka haastaa niin maahanmuuttajia kuin 
vastaanottavaa yhteiskuntaa ja sen toimijoita. 
 
Hankkeessa mukana olevat pilottiperheet saavat kotoutumisneuvojan tuen ja palvelut. Kotoutumisneuvoja seuraa ja 
tukee perheitä palveluprosesseissa ja auttaa perheitä saamaan heille kuuluvia ja sopivia palveluita. Pilottiperheet saavat 
mahdollisuuden vertaistukeen ja erilaiseen ryhmätoimintaan. Toiminta ja palvelut ovat luottamuksellisia ja perheille 
täysin vapaaehtoista toimintaa. Perheet voivat ohjautua toimintaan Helsingin ja Hyvinkään sosiaalitoimen tai hankkeen 
kumppanuusjärjestöjen kautta. Vastavuoroisesti hanke tarjoaa eri toimijoille, tieto- taitoa ja tukea vammaisuutta 
kohdanneiden maahanmuuttajien palvelupolkujen kehittämiseen ja uudelleen järjestämiseen. 
Etu-hankkeen pilottikuntina toimivat Helsinki ja Hyvinkää, joiden kokemuksia tullaan hyödyntämään valtakunnallisesti. 
Hankkeen rahoittajana toimii RAY. ETU -hankkeen yhteistyökumppaneina ovat Väestöliitto ry, Autismi ja Aspergerliitto 
ry, Kehitysvammaisten tukiliitto ry, Tukikeskus HILMA sekä Helsingin ja Hyvinkään kaupungit. 
 
Dokumentointiin hankkeessa kiinnitetään erityistä huomiota. Hankkeessa syntyy aineisto, missä näkyy koko 
palvelujärjestelmän kirjo sekä asiakkaan tässä tapauksessa marginaalin marginaalissa olevien perheiden kokemukset 
(maahanmuuttaja + vammainen lapsi) palvelujärjestelmästä. Aineiston avulla on tarkoituksena kehittää ja antaa 
suosituksia palveluiden järjestämiselle kunnissa marginaalin marginaalissa elävien perheiden kotouttamiseksi. Hanke 
toteutetaan yhteistyössä kuntien ja kolmannen sektorin kanssa. Hankeen esittely soveltuisi hyvin päivien teemaan 
tuomaan esille maahanmuuttajalapsiperheiden parissa tehtävää työtä marginaalin marginaalissa.  
Tänä vuonna hankkeessa toteutetaan selvitys, missä kartoitetaan eri kuntien toimintamalleja ja tapoja sosiaalityön 
kentältä maahanmuuttajaperheiden kohdalla, joissa on vammainen lapsi, yhdessä Kuntoutussäätiön tutkijoiden kanssa. 
Tästä selvityksestä ja jo dokumentoinnin avulla löytyneistä tuloksista, tulisimme esittelemään mielellämme Ouluun 
Lapsuuden tutkimuksen päiville.  
 
Marja-Leena Perälä, Nina Halme, Outi Kanste & Marke Hietanen-Peltola 
Oppilas- ja opiskelijahuolto ja sen johtaminen kouluissa ja oppilaitoksissa 
 
Oppilas- ja opiskelijahuolto on järjestetty kunnissa usean toimialan yhteistyönä. Sitä ohjaava lainsäädäntö on tällä 
hetkellä hajallaan ja palvelut ovat osin riittämättömiä. Palvelujen saatavuudessa ja toimintakäytännöissä on vaihtelua 
kuntien välillä. Oppilas- ja opiskelijahuoltoryhmien työ on painottunut yksilöihin yhteisöllisen työn jäädessä melko 
vähäiseksi. Tietoa etenkin alakoululaisten ja heidän vanhempiensa tuen tarpeista ja kokemuksista palveluista on ollut 
vain vähän saatavilla. 
 
Tutkimuksen tavoitteena on tuottaa tietoa 1) viidesluokkalaisten terveydestä ja hyvinvoinnista, tuen ja palvelujen 
tarpeista, palvelujen saavutettavuudesta ja tarpeisiin vastaavuudesta sekä 2) oppilas- ja opiskelijahuollosta ja sen 
johtamisesta. 
 
Sähköinen kysely toteutettiin viidesluokkalaisille ja heidän vanhemmilleen sekä perusopetuksen oppilas- ja 
opiskelijahuoltoryhmille vuonna 2013. 
 
Alustavien tulosten mukaan viidesluokkalaista yli puolet oli ainakin joskus huolissaan erilaisista fyysisistä vaivoista, 
väsymyksestä, koulussa pärjäämisestä tai omasta ulkonäöstä. Mieltä askarruttivat usein myös yksinäisyys, kiusaaminen 
ja kavereihin tai perheeseen liittyvät asiat. Useimmiten viidesluokkalaiset olivat saaneet apua huoliinsa vanhemmilta ja 
kavereilta, mutta he eivät aina olleet kertoneet huolistaan kenellekään. 
 
Vanhempia huolestuttivat usein taloudelliset vaikeudet, oma jaksaminen, vanhemmuuden taitojen riittävyys ja maltin 
menettäminen. Tukea ei myöskään saatu riittävästi näihin huoliin. Avun ja tuen tarpeessa olevat käyttivät muita 
enemmän oppilashuollon palveluja. 
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Päätelmänä voidaan todeta, että palvelujen käyttö vaihtelee ja palvelujen saavutettavuus on osin riittämätöntä. 
Oppilashuollon palvelut eivät kaikilta osin vastaa oppilaiden ja heidän perheidensä tarpeita. Huomiota tulisi kiinnittää 
oppilaisiin ja perheisiin, joissa painitaan monien huolien kanssa samanaikaisesti. Lisäksi oppilashuoltoon tarvitaan 
keinoja, joilla vahvistetaan yhteisöllisyyttä, tuetaan vanhemmuutta ja ehkäistään huolten kasaantumista. 
 
Satu Valkonen & Tiia Posa 
Peace and Harmony in Preschool 
 
Koulurauhaa- program focuses on student participation, sense of community and cooperation. The aim is that no one 
is bullied, no one would be alone and each student would feel that they are important to their own school community 
and approved by the others. In the school year 2013-2014, the program concentrates on following themes: What makes 
a good friend? What kinds of skills are needed in order to learn to get along with others? How to learn these skills? How 
to express opinion in respectful way?  
 
In 2014 Koulurauhaa goes preschool too - 12 preschools are required to pilot project. We combine media education to 
enhance children’s social and emotional assets. To goal is to empower children’s resilience needed in digital culture. 
This pilot project is grounded on the argument that experiences that are born out in meaningful and supportive social 
emotional practices are essential protective elements mediating children’s resilience in digital culture. Key concept in 
today’s media education is ethical thinking: the ability to make choices that contributes the well-being in own and others 
life.  
 
The complex and dynamic digital environment of childhood challenge children’s well-being in many ways. This pilot 
project prepares children to adapt to change and to benefit from our media-rich and socially-networked world. It is 
widely acknowledged that well-being is strongly embedded in the socio-cultural contexts in which we live. Parents, 
preschool teachers and peers play an important role in creating social contexts for supportive interaction and 
relationships that promote children’s ability to act ethically. 
 
Minna Lähteenmäki 
Safety Net for unaccompanied asylum seeker children and youth 
 
Unaccompanied asylum seeker children and youth live in Finland without the support of their family networks. In Safety 
Net’s supervised peer-to-peer groups, they can process their difficult situation with a tutor in their native language. The 
Project is part of the Finnish Refugee Council which has more than 10 years’ experience of peer-to-peer support for 
immigrants. The Safety Net project started in August 2012. 
 
The Safety Net project develops models of peer-to-peer support for unaccompanied asylum seeker children and youth 
in Finland. Being in a foreign country without his family networks support, a child can receive help from people in the 
same situation or those who experienced the same situation earlier. 
 
The Safety Net project collaborated with the Espoo and Siuntio group homes that accommodate under aged asylum 
seekers. Currently there are 23 peer-to-peer tutors who speak 12 different mother tongues. The tutors use participative 
methods with the youth. The youth can take part in planning group activities. The groups have for example visited 
museums, cinema, exhibitions, football games, events and parties. The young people have been able to express their 
feelings and get support from a safe adult who has the same experience and who speaks their language. The children 
clearly benefit from the support. The poster presentation shows how this model can be used in the places where the 
asylum seekers children lives, like other group homes and refugee centers. 
 
Sissel H. Eriksen & Emebet Mulugeta 
Social Networks among Working Children in Addis Ababa 
 
In this paper, we examine the social networks that enable working children in the streets of Addis Ababa to cope and 
exercise agency under adverse circumstances. Based on a qualitative study with 45 children in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 
our research contributes to an emerging knowledge about how working children are building social networks as means 
to attain physical and economic security, living quarters, food and learning.  2/3 of the children had moved from the 
countryside without their parents, 1/3 came from the city of Addis Ababa. The children were engaged in various types 
of work which include shoe-shining, carrying goods for people, selling different items, making coffee for sale and running 
errands. We found four different types of social networks in our material: Networks of siblings, relatives and neighbours; 
Networks of peers; Networks associated with institutions, and Networks of adults from the place of work. A child may 
have access to one or more of these networks. 
In the paper we explore what a social network is for the children, how the children take part in existing social networks 
and are active in creating new ones. Finally we will discuss to what extent the social networks can be considered as 
social capital for the children. 

  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


